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Premier of Ontario -  

November 11, 2015 
 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER 
 
On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am honoured to extend 
warm greetings to everyone reading the Veterans Memories Project 
magazine.  
 
It is important that we honour the courage, patriotism and 
commitment to freedom of ex-service men and women. The sacrifices 
of those who serve in war and peacekeeping efforts have made it 
possible for us to live, work and raise our families in peace and 
prosperity.  
 
I would like to thank all of those who have played an instrumental role 
in the success of this publication. This important resource allows us to 
remember with gratitude our veterans who helped to protect and 
defend the freedoms we enjoy today.  
 
Please accept my congratulations on this vital and meaningful 
resource. 
 

 
Kathleen Wynne 
Premier 
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The two World Wars were the most violent ten years the world has ever experienced. Tens of millions of lives

were lost and complete cities were turned to rubble by the destructive forces of war. Even though these ten years

represent a small fraction of the 20th Century, they laid the stepping stones for our future and the world we live in

today. Empires were brought to their knees and erased from the face of the earth, existing only in our collective memory,

while generations were wiped out with the pull of a trigger, emphasizing the fragility of Iife. These de structive years

and the sacrifices of so many serve to remind us that we have a duty and obligation to remember and thank those who

fought for what we enjoy today. 

There are no living World War I veterans left, and we are sadly losing the veterans who served in the Second 

World War and thus our direct link to the past. Fortunately, the Windsor Historical Society- Veterans' Memories Project

has spent the last fifteen years interviewing veterans and recording their experiences of tragedy and triumph. This doc-

umentary, Canada and Newfoundland in the World Wars, will bring to life the biggest battles of World War I and II

and Canada and Newfoundland's involvement in them. Through first hand accounts, images, videos and veteran inter-

views, we will trace and explore Canada's defining moment at the Battle ofVimy Ridge, to the tragedy at Dieppe and

the significance of Normandy and Juno Beach. 

Coming soon:  

WATch fOR OuR cANADA AND NEWfOuNDlAND IN WORlD WARS ExPANDED STORIES IN VIDEO AND bOOk fORm.

THIS MAP HELPS TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD WARS IN EUROPE
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WORLD WAR I
THE CAUSES OF THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918

It is often argued that the First World War was caused
by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Aus-
tria by a Serbian nationalist in Sarajevo, Bosnia on June
28, 1914. This assassination would bring the major powers
of Europe and their colonies into conflict a month later,
but the assassination is one of many reasons responsible
for the outbreak of World War I.

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand resulted in the
German backed Austro-Hungarian Empire to declare war
on Serbia. Due to an alliance between Russia and Serbia,
Russia began mobilization of its troops which Germany
demanded to be stopped. From this point forward, things
moved very quickly. On August 1, Germany declared war
on Russia which was quickly followed by a declaration of
war on France. When Germany invaded Belgium on Au-
gust 4, who had wanted to maintain its neutrality, the al-
liance between the British Empire and Belgium meant that
the British Empire was also brought into the war.

Italy, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire were the last
major European powers to enter the war in 1915, fighting
with the Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary).
However, in 1915, Italy cancelled its treaty to fight with
the Triple Entente (France, Russia and Great Britain). The
Entente promised Italy that former Italian land occupied
by Austria would be returned to them after the war was
won. Finally, in 1917, the United States entered the war,
fighting with the Entente as well.

Various nations would enter the war fighting with the
Central Powers or the Entente, but the above nations were
the major powers of the time of the war and the focus of
our documentary.  

Aside from the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, un-
derlying tensions between rival countries had been plagu-
ing Europe for decades, and as nationalism grew, so did
secret alliances and a series of small wars. Places like Ser-
bia, Romania and Bulgaria clashed with the Austro-Hun-
garian and Ottoman Empires over their expansionist goals,
with Romania and Bulgaria gaining their independence
from the Ottoman Empire in 1878. Greece had also won
its independence from the Ottomans in 1830 and sought
territory from its neighbours. With the Austro-Hungarian
Empire looking to capture the remaining Balkan States,
the conflicting ambitions of conquest and sovereignty cre-
ated a powder keg in the Balkan Peninsula. Russian sup-
port of the Balkans and German support for the
Austro-Hungarian Empire only increased tensions in the
region and brought these two superpowers into direct con-
frontation.

During this period of instability in Europe, there was
a mass build up of arms as the Western World was at the
tail end of the second industrial revolution. This revolution
in production allowed Britain and Germany to engage in
an arms race that saw both countries increasing the size
of their naval fleets. Britain wanted to maintain superiority
in the seas and was anxious about Germany’s aspirations.
More modern inventions such as the machine gun and the
airplane also changed the way wars were fought.

Where was Canada and Newfoundland in the middle
of all this, and how did we get drawn into a war an ocean
away? Canada and Newfoundland were dominions of the
British Empire during this time and our entrance into the
war was an obligation, not a choice. When England de-
clared war on Germany on August 4, 1914, Canada and
Newfoundland automatically declared war as well. 

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND IN WORLD WARS
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At the outbreak of the war, popular opinion was that
the war would have been contained to the fall of 1914 and
troops would be home by Christmas, yet this prediction
turned out to be very inaccurate. The day before the inva-
sion of Belgium by the Germans, British Foreign Secre-
tary Sir Edward Grey spoke these prophetic words: "The
lamps are going out all over Europe, we shall not see them
lit again in our life-time." It would be four long years be-
fore peace was restored to the world.

SECOND BATTLE OF YPRES 
At the beginning of the war, Germany wanted to

quickly defeat France to avoid fighting a war on two
fronts. To achieve this, Germany invaded Belgium to by-
pass French defensive positions along their border with
Germany. The Germans were able to quickly defeat any
Belgian resistance and came within 15 kilometres of Paris,
but after launching a major offensive, the French and
British were able to push the Germans back 90 kilometres
in the Battle of the Marne. From this point forward, the
two armies dug in and began the style of warfare that
would dominate the Western Front in WWI: trench war-
fare.

On April 22, 1915, the Canadians were in the frontline
trenches at Ypres, Belgium. On the same day the Germans
had decided to test a new weapon which would make as-
saults on trenches easier; this new weapon was chlorine
gas. Gas was extremely effective in trench warfare as it
was heavier than air and would sink into the trenches. 

When the Germans released the gas they opened a
6.5-kilometre gap in the Allies’ defences. Most of the gas
missed the Canadian forces, but the gap left 50,000 British
and Canadian troops vulnerable and exposed to the Ger-
man army. Fortunately, the Germans were apprehensive
about advancing into the gas after seeing its effects and
did not exploit the opportunity as best they could.

On April 24, the Germans perpetrated another gas at-
tack against the Canadians. Even though the Canadians
were outgunned and outmanned, they held the line and

found a quick defense against the gas. Francis A. C.
Scrimger, a Canadian doctor serving on the frontlines,
suggested soldiers urinate into their handkerchiefs and
hold them to their faces to create a chemical reaction that
would neutralize the deadly gas; this tactic worked and
Scrimger received the Victoria Cross for his quick think-
ing. 

After holding off the German attack, the Canadians
mounted an assault on the German positions and stalled
the German advance, buying time for British reinforce-
ments to arrive. Canadian casualties totalled to over 6,000
by the end of the battle, and though the losses were severe,
the Canadians had shown that they were a force to be reck-
oned with. At such an early point in the war they had al-
ready proven themselves in battle and their commitment
to fighting evil, but the war had a long and bloody road
ahead, and they would be tested many more times.

JOHN McCRAE
Every November 11, to commemorate the end of the

Great War, schools across North America and the world
read “In Flanders Fields” by Canadian John McCrae. In-
spired by the gruesome scenes he saw in WWI, McCrae
wrote his famous poem in 1915. 

McCrae was not only a talented poet but a lieutenant,
professor and doctor. Throughout WWI, McCrae used his
medical expertise to fight the Germans, and in April 1915,
he was stationed around Ypres in an area known as Flan-
ders. His division fought just five days after the Germans
released their first chlorine gas attack, and the next month,
on May 2nd, McCrae’s friend Lieutenant Alexis Helmer
was killed in battle. It was McCrae's responsibility to per-
form the committal service, and while looking out over
the grave yard, McCrae wrote his famous poem.  

Sadly, McCrae did not live long enough to see the im-
pact his poem had. He died in 1918 from pneumonia and
was buried alongside his fallen comrades in France.
Though he has long since passed, his poem will forever
remain as one of the most well known WWI poems.

THE BATTLE OF SOMME I
AND THE BLUE PUTTEES

The First Battle of the Somme was a response to the
stalemate of trench warfare that had developed around the
French and Belgian borders known as the Western Front.
The efforts of the Allied Powers had produced little to no
progress in these areas and they knew that something else
had to be done. In December 1915, plans began for an of-
fensive in the Somme region of France.

The purpose of the First Battle of the Somme was to
take pressure off the French at Verdun, who had been
fighting the Germans there since December of 1915 and
had experienced tragic losses.

Unfortunately, these losses would be repeated at the
Somme, something the future Prime Minister of Britain,
Winston Churchill, had expressed his anxiety towards: “A
sense of the inevitable broods over the battlefields of the
Somme.” His words would be prophetic.

Although the First Battle of the Somme began on July

A Canadian at the graveside of a comrade killed

during the Second Battle of Ypres
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1, 1916, Canadian contributions did
not begin until September 15 when
they relieved the Australians on the
frontlines. However, the future Cana-
dian province of Newfoundland was
there on the first day of the battle and
experienced disastrous losses.

Like Canada, Newfoundland was
a dominion of the British Empire,
which meant that it maintained a lim-
ited level of sovereignty within the
British Empire.

Despite having a population of
only 240,000 at the outbreak of World
War I, Newfoundland contributed a
large fighting force considering the
size of its population. Great Britain
called for 500 men from Newfound-
land to enlist, but by the beginning of
September 1914, there were 743 men
who had enlisted to fight. Newfound-
land’s contribution of troops in WWI
is remarkable when considering that
a large population of Newfoundland’s
young men could be wiped out in a

single battle, which is exactly what
happened at Beaumont-Hamel at the
First Battle of the Somme on July 1,
1916. 

From the day the members of the
Newfoundland Regiment left their
homes for action in Europe, they had
already distinguished themselves.
Wrapped around their ankles were
thin pieces of blue wool instead of the
standard British khaki; this is how
they earned their unofficial name the
Blue Puttees (a puttee being a piece
of cloth that is normally found on sol-
dier’s uniforms). Another notable fact
is that the Newfoundland Regiment
was the only North American unit to
fight in the Gallipoli Campaign, but it
is their actions at the Somme that they
are most remembered for. 

July 1 is recognized as Memorial
Day in Newfoundland and Labrador
while the rest of the country cele-
brates Canadian Confederation. The
reason is that the Newfoundland Reg-

iment suffered an 80% casualty rate
on the very first day of the Battle of
the Somme on July 1, 1916. The
Newfoundland Regiment was the
only fighting force capable of moving
across no-man’s land on the morning
of the battle while other units were
held up due to congestion from dead
bodies in the trenches and intense
shelling from the Germans. When the
Newfoundland Regiment came out of
their trenches, the Germans focused
all their firepower on these men.
Within 15-20 minutes, most of the
regiment was wounded or dead. Of
the 780 men from the Newfoundland
Regiment who fought that day, only
68 were available for roll call the fol-
lowing morning.

Canadian engagement at the
Somme began on September 15 at
Courcelette, which was also the first
time in history that tanks had been
used in war. Soldiers would march
behind or beside the tanks that

9

Soldiers celebrating their success after relentless fighting in the Battle of the Somme

2015Revised LAMOc29_2015Magazine  2015-10-28  6:54 PM  Page 9



crawled across the battlefield, though the tanks only de-
serve credit for the fear they inspired in the German lines;
tanks often became stuck in the cratered terrain or broke
down before they even reached their starting positions.
Still, despite the underwhelming performance of the tanks,
the Canadian soldiers captured the town of Courcelette
and held it for four days while cut off from food, water
and other essential supplies. However, on November 18th,
1916, when the First Battle of the Somme came to a close,
the German lines had not been broken, though they had
been forced away from Verdun, the main objective. 

As most battles in WWI, the First Battle of the
Somme was a war of attrition. There were 24,029 Cana-
dians who lost life or limb in just two months of fighting,
while the total number of allied casualties amounted to
over 620,000.

Although the Somme does not carry the same signif-
icance as Vimy Ridge for most  Canadians, it proved the
strength and capabilities of its army. Private John Chip-
man Kerr from the Loyal Edmonton Regiment was
awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery at Courcelette.
Yet, despite all the bravery and heroism, the common el-
ement between the British and German forces regarding
the Somme was the enormous loss of life during the battle,
with the total number of casualties from both sides
amounting to over 1 million, making it one of the deadliest
battles of WWI.  Friedrich Steinbrecher, a German army
officer, said, “Somme. The whole history of the world can-
not contain a more ghastly word.”

Additionally, in recognition of Newfoundland’s ef-

forts on the battlefield, King George V of Britain renamed
the first Newfoundland Regiment as the Royal Newfound-
land Regiment in remembrance of the men who sacrificed
their lives. Just as the Battle of Vimy Ridge is a defining
moment in Canadian history, the men who died at Beau-
mont-Hamel during the Battle of the Somme became a
source of pride and a symbol of identity for Newfound-
landers. Numerous memorials have been erected in New-
foundland and abroad commemorating the actions of these
men. One of the most well known is the Beaumont-Hamel
Newfoundland Memorial at the site of the battle in France.
This memorial is one of only two National Historic Sites
of Canada located outside the country’s borders (the other
being the Vimy Memorial, also in France).

THE BATTLE OF VIMY RIDGE
Canada got its first opportunity to flaunt its newfound

independence when World War I began. In the Battle of
Vimy Ridge, the independent Canadians did more than
just show they could hang around with international pow-
erhouses like Britain they proved their strength and valor. 

Vimy Ridge was around 7 kilometres long with an el-
evation just short of 150 metres. The Allies had lost and
captured the ridge multiple times and suffered hundreds
of thousands of casualties in the process. 

The British troops located at Arras, 8 kilometres south
of Vimy Ridge, needed to be relieved and the valiant
Canadian Corps was sent to their rescue. The Canadians
trained for four months in preparation of a huge offensive
against the Germans. A week before the attack began, they
deployed precise shelling on the Germans to wipe out
deadly artillery. This was the advantage the Canadians
needed. 

On April 9, 1917, wave after wave of Canadian sol-
diers flooded the ridge. The slopes of the ridge favoured
the Germans and gave them vantage points against the
Canadians, but, the five regiments of the German 6th
Army were almost instantly overwhelmed by the attack. 

Within the first few hours of the attack, despite their
dormant tanks, the Canadians captured almost every point

10

Soldiers bear a fallen comrade from
the Battle of Passchendaele

A memorial dedicated to the 1st Canadian Division
soldiers from the Battle of Vimy Ridge
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of Vimy Ridge. After another three days of fighting, they
had taken it all. The week of heavy shelling prior to the
attack was so detrimental to the Germans it is known as
“The Week of Suffering.” 

Out of the nearly 100,000 Canadians at Vimy Ridge,
less than 11,000 were wounded or killed compared to
20,000 on the German side.

Meticulous training and planning for Vimy Ridge set
the Canadians apart as a military force to be reckoned
with. Without guidance, Canadians stormed the ridge and
captured it. To this day Canada celebrates Vimy Ridge as
the battle that marked its independence from the British
Empire.

WEATHERING THE STORM 
AT PASSCHENDAELE

During August 1917 in Flanders, Belgium — where
Passchendaele is located — Britain launched an attack to
drive Germans from crucial channel ports and to destroy
U-Boat bases in the area. Additionally, the rail lines at
Passchendaele were critical to the supply of the German 4th Army.

The Allied forces were met with almost 130 millime-
tres of rain in August, which is twice the month’s average.
Small craters had filled with rainwater and turned into
filthy ponds, while the ground as a whole was chewed up
by artillery and turned into sticky mud as thick as wet ce-
ment.

Sir Arthur Currie, commander of the Canadian Corps,
didn’t want his men to fight at Passchendaele because he
feared great casualties under the terrible land conditions
with no strategic purpose. But the Allies desperate for a
victory after having suffered significant losses in the battle
already, so Currie readied his troops and launched an at-
tack on October 26.  

Under heavy fire from the Germans, the Canadians
struggled through the muck. Soldiers who lost their foot-
ing or were wounded often had a tough time getting back
up. The ones who fell face-first into the anoxic mud strug-
gled to survive.

By November 10, in heroic fashion, the Canadians
cleared the Germans from the eastern edge of Passchen-
daele Ridge. The victory was theirs.

Before his forces joined, Currie predicted 16,000
Canadians would be killed or wounded at Passchendaele
and he was chillingly accurate. At the end of the battle,
the Canadians had suffered 15,654 casualties — including
over 4,000 dead — in a victorious effort.

Canadian heroics were a major highlight of Passchen-
daele, as nine soldiers earned the Victoria Cross. Canada’s
ability to salvage a win at Passchendaele added to its rep-
utation as the best offensive force on the Western Front.

CANADIANS EARN RESPECT FROM THE
GERMANS: THE BATTLE OF AMIENS

The Battle of Amiens was the counter-offensive by
the Allies after the German Spring Offensive in March, in
which the Germans launched five major attacks to try and
deliver the knockout blow of the war. The Second Battle
of the Marne in July of 1918 was the final offensive by

the Germans, and despite bringing 44 divisions from the
Eastern Front to fight the Allies, it was not enough. 

In Amiens, France, near Paris, the Germans had
pushed back against the Allies but failed to completely
overrun them. Instead, the Germans found themselves vul-
nerable and exposed for a deciding counterattack. 

The Germans had only recently overtaken Amiens in
March 1918, and their defense of the area was anything
but secure. They didn’t have enough time to dig deep
trenches or construct fortified barriers to hold their
ground. A surprise attack on the depleted German army
was the perfect recipe for an Allied victory at Amiens. 

Shortly after midnight on August 8, 1918, two Cana-
dian-flown Handley-Page HP 57 bombers circled over the
German front in Amiens. They maintained a normal firing
rate and their roaring engines muffled the sounds of a
more important action — tanks moving up to the front
lines for the surprise assault.

Waiting for the go-ahead were nearly two thousand
aircraft, hundreds of tanks and 19 Allied Divisions —
twelve French, five Australians, four Canadian, three
British and one American.  They faced 16 German Divi-

sions and 365 aircraft.
At exactly 4:20 a.m., the Ally barrage erupted. Ger-

man Commanding General Erich Ludendorff later called
it “the black day in the German Army” — it was the be-
ginning of the end for the German forces in World War I.

The Canadian tanks underperformed for a number of
reasons, including mechanical issues, but within 4 hours
the Allies had advanced far enough through heavy mist to
secure the German frontline.

When the fog lifted by mid-morning, German ma-
chine-gunners stiffened their defense. Four Canadians,
who bravely engaged with enemy machine guns, were
later awarded the Victoria Cross.

Throughout the Battle of Amiens, Canadians ad-
vanced a total of 22 kilometres, captured over 9,000 pris-
oners and recovered hundreds of enemy guns. In the first
14 hours alone, Canadian troops travelled 12 kilometres
— the most successful single-day of combat for the Allies
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German prisoners of war carry a wounded soldier while
Canadian soldiers advance towards the frontline.
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on the Western Front.
Amiens was a historic setting for

another reason: it was the last battle
in which all Canadian troops were
volunteers, before conscription
began. According to an August 1918
edition of the London Times, the Al-
lied victory in the Battle of Amiens
“was chiefly a Canadian battle.” 

The fight in Amiens was devas-
tating for Germany. A total of 75,000
casualties forced them to reorganize
their divisions and reinforce depleted
ones. The surprise attack in early Au-
gust 1918 was when German military
leaders finally started to believe the
war was lost.

RESULTS OF WWI
The end of the Great War marked

a great deal of change for Europe and
Canada. Estimates vary, but four
years of intense fighting left almost
10 million dead, 21 million wounded
and another 8 million military person-
nel missing. WWI was also the first
war which saw the use of airplanes,
tanks and gas in battles and brought
the war into villages and cities;
armies no longer met in open fields
and as a result, estimates put the num-
ber of civilian deaths between 1 mil-
lion and 9 million. Canadian
casualties were 60,000 killed and

174,000 wounded among the 620,000
that served. Of 628 Victoria Crosses
awarded in WWI, 72 of them went to
Canadians and Newfoundlanders. 

The enormous loss of life was not
the only significant change the world
experienced. The map of the world
looked very different as well. Ger-
many was forced to give land to
France, most notably Alsace and Lor-
raine, but it also lost its monarchy and
colonies. Britain and Belgium split
the German colonies in Africa, and
Japan and Britain split the German
colonies in the Pacific. 

The Ottoman Empire lost much
of its territory as well and became the
Republic of Turkey. Russia had lost
its monarchy and became the Soviet
Union with a Communist govern-
ment, but only in name. The rise of
Fascism was also a significant result
of WWI, which had experienced huge
growth in Italy and Germany.

One of the most controversial
outcomes of World War I was The
Treaty of Versailles. The treaty saw
Germany take the blame for starting
the War and it had to pay back the Al-
lied Nations in war reparations. This
not only bankrupted Germany as in-
flation and economic disparity rav-
aged their economy, but continental
Europe suffered as well. The treaty
also sowed the seeds for World War II. 

The League of Nations was
formed as a direct response to World
War I, and in many ways was the
predecessor to the modern United Na-
tions.  By forming the League of Na-
tions, Europe hoped to avoid future
conflict by offering a court for nations
to work out their issues. Yet the or-
ganization ended up being a failure.
The largest problem was it was not
supported by the United States de-
spite the organization’s creation stem-
ming from United States President
Woodrow Wilson. Another major
issue the League faced was it lacked
any military power to enforce its
agreements, which allowed countries
such as Germany and Japan to back
out of the pact in the 1930s.  
What Canada gained from the Great
War was respect and international
recognition as a nation that could han-
dle its own. Over 620,000 Canadians
served their young nation and led the
charge at many of the major turning
points of the War. At the start, Cana-
dian troops were under the command
of British Generals and fought as part
of the British Army.  But after demon-
strating leadership and determination
on the battlefield, Canadians started
to fight on their own under the com-
mand of senior Canadian officers, and
were increasingly used for more im-
portant roles as the war raged on. This
earned Canada more respect and po-
litical clout from Great Britain, a
modest representation at the Ver-
sailles Conference, as well as its own
seat in the League of Nations. 

For the average Canadian vet-
eran, wartime experiences had signif-
icantly changed their lives.  Although
many returned home and went back
to their factory jobs in cities - where
they would have been working along-
side women who became a part of the
labour force during the war - or re-
turned to their family farms in rural
areas, every veteran returned home a
different person.  Gone were the ro-
mantic notions of war that many of
them felt in 1914 and in early 1915,
replaced with sadness and grief over
the loss of 60,000 comrades.  Unfor-
tunately, the peace Canadians enjoyed
would not last. The Great Depression
struck in 1929 and World War II
broke out in 1939.
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Allied medics tend to the wounds of fellow Canadian soldiers
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WORLD WAR II
THE CAUSES OF WORLD WAR II

The causes for World War II can best be discussed by considering events in Germany, Italy and Japan,
the three main enemy combatants of WWII. Other countries became involved, but it was usually through
occupation by one of these three countries. The failure of the League of Nations and its lack of credibility
was another important reason for the outbreak of WWII.

Germany
At the end of World War I, the Treaty of Versailles laid down severe sanctions on Germany. Reparations were to

be paid to the Allied powers in Europe whose countries had been decimated by the war and Germany was forced to
surrender its colonies in Africa and the Pacific. As a result, the German economy was plagued with high inflation and
the economy collapsed. These hardships propelled Adolf Hitler of the Nazi Party to power in 1933, who promised
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Germans prosperity. 
Hitler sensed the unwillingness of

the Western World to engage in war
amidst the worldwide Great Depres-
sion of 1929. Using this to his advan-
tage, he began to reclaim territory he
had lost through the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. Germany and Austria were
united through the Anschluss (annex-
ation) of Austria in March of 1938,
and a year later, Hitler took over
Czechoslovakia. Europe had been
practising a policy of appeasement in
an attempt to avoid a war and gave
Hitler what he had been asking for.
By 1939, Hitler had acquired large
swaths of Europe through diplomacy,
but his next expansions would require
military force. On September 1, 1939,
Germany invaded Poland and WWII

began.of the Nazi Party to power in
1933, who promised Germans pros-
perity. 

Hitler sensed the unwillingness of
the Western World to engage in war
amidst the worldwide Great Depres-
sion of 1929. Using this to his advan-
tage, he began to reclaim territory he
had lost through the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. Germany and Austria were
united through the Anschluss (annex-
ation) of Austria in March of 1938,
and a year later, Hitler took over
Czechoslovakia. Europe had been
practising a policy of appeasement in
an attempt to avoid a war and gave
Hitler what he had been asking for.
By 1939, Hitler had acquired large
swaths of Europe through diplomacy,
but his next expansions would require

military force. On September 1, 1939,
Germany invaded Poland and WWII
began.

Italy
Italy had retained its colonies as

a result of fighting with the Allies in
World War I and occupied parts of
what became Yugoslavia. It also had
colonies in Africa, islands in the Ion-
ian and Aegean Seas and had con-
quered Ethiopia in 1936 and occupied
Albania in 1939. Italy then looked to
Egypt and the Suez Canal, at the time
under British protection.

More importantly, the rise of Fas-
cism in Italy had closely aligned the
political views of Hitler and Italian
dictator Benito Mussolini. In May of
1939, the countries signed the Pact of
Steel - an alliance that promised con-
tinued support between their two
countries. 

Japan
Like Italy, Japan had acquired

many of the German colonies in the
Pacific as they fought for the Allies in
World War I. Japan had also believed
that they were the superior Asian race
and sought to conquer all of Asia and
the South Pacific. In 1937, Japan re-
sumed its war with China, violating
many articles of the League of Na-
tions of which it was a part.

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
The League of Nations formed

along the ideals of United States,
President Woodrow Wilson’s Four-
teen Points to resolve problems that
inevitably develop between nations.
However, it did not have any real
power to enforce its laws. The United
States, one of the main founders of
the League of Nations, did not sign
because of some of the terms that
were established. The most problem-
atic was Article X which required
members of the League of Nations to
intervene if a member of the League
experienced external aggression to-
wards its country. The refusal of the
United States to join because of this
term affected the credibility of the
League of Nations as countries look-
ing to expand could do so without se-
rious threat of reprisal. Many
countries also dropped out in the
1930s without any consequences. By
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Speer on the left, after the invasion of France by the Germans.
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1939, the League of Nations failed at
its primary goal of preventing another
World War.

We will begin our look of Canada
and Newfoundland’s contributions to
World War II with the Battle of the
Atlantic. By the summer of 1940,
much of Europe was under Nazi con-
trol and Britain had few places from
where it could import supplies. To
provide Britain with the resources it
needed to feed its people and fight the
Germans Canada and Newfoundland
were responsible for transporting con-
voys across the Atlantic, but the jour-
ney was extremely dangerous:
German U-boats (submarines) pa-
trolling the Atlantic were given the
specific task of attacking these con-
voys. If the Allies were to have any
chance of defeating the Axis 
Powers, the delivery of supplies to
Britain was essential. The signifi-
cance of the Battle of the Atlantic is
best summed up in the words of
Britain's Prime Minister at the time of
the war, Winston Churchill: “The Bat-
tle of the Atlantic was the dominating
factor all through the war. Never for
one moment could we forget that
everything happening elsewhere, on
land, at sea or in the air depended ul-
timately on its outcome.”

Canada’s Growing Pains on the
High Seas: Battle of the Atlantic

(September 16, 1939 - May 8, 1945)
From the beginning to the end of

World War II, Allied forces relied on
the transport of troops, munitions,
food, clothing and other supplies
from North America to keep pace
with the war on the Western Front. 

Long voyages across the Atlantic
Ocean were challenging due to
stormy conditions and attacks from
German U-Boats. Canada was given
a chance to make an immediate im-
pact on the war when Halifax, Nova
Scotia was deemed the main assem-
bly point for shipping traffic from
North America to the United King-
dom; the former British colony did
not want to ruin this opportunity and
risk starving out the troops overseas.

Canada was responsible for es-
corting merchant ships from its shores
to nearby Iceland, where the British
Navy took over to escort the ships the

rest of the way to Europe.
The first convoy of merchant

ships left Halifax on September 16,
1939, less than a week after Canada
officially declared war on Germany.
Shortly after, two convoys were sail-
ing out of Halifax every week, a prac-
tice that continued until the end of the
war.

The Battle of the Atlantic intensi-
fied in the summer of 1940 when Ger-
many took over France and began
bombing British ports to halt shipping
activity. The Germans were attempt-
ing to starve Britain by not allowing
any food or supplies into the country,
a tactic that could have ended the war.

U-Boats began sinking ships
nearly at will, so Canada responded
by ramping up its production of large
cargo ships. Between 1940 and 1943,
Canada expanded its number of ship-
yards from four to ten and by 1945 it
produced almost 400 cargo ships as
well as over 4,000 other vessels.

Canada played an enormous role

in getting necessary supplies to Eu-
rope, but its hard work yielded the
highest casualty rate of any service
fighting for Canada in WWII. In
Canada and Newfoundland’s Mer-
chant Navy alone, there were more
than 1,600 casualties, which equaled
about one of every eight crewmen.
Also, most of the 2,000 Royal Cana-
dian Navy officers who died in WWII

were involved in the Battle of the At-
lantic. 

Though Canada lost almost 100
ships and thousands of men, its navy
as a whole gained. In 1939, Canada’s
navy consisted of just 3,500 person-
nel and 6 ocean-going warships. By
war’s end in 1945, Canada had the
3rd largest Allied naval fleet with
100,000 men, 6,500 women and 471
warships.

The conflict even made its way to
home waters in the Battle of the Gulf
of St. Lawrence from 1942 to 1944,
when 23 Allied merchant ships and 3
warships were downed in the St.
Lawrence Gulf and River. 

The Canadian Navy also took
part in the evacuation of Narvik, Nor-
way and Dunkirk, France as well as
Operation Torch in North Africa, the
Murmansk Run (to bring supplies to
the Soviet Union), D-Day and other
battles around the world.

With limited weapons aboard
their ships to defend themselves,

Canadian seamen risked their lives
voyage after voyage to transport
cargo to Britain. Soldiers whose ships
had sunk were abandoned in the frigid
cold water because other ships that
offered help would risk being torpe-
doed as well. 

The heavy loss of life that Canada
endured in the Battle of the Atlantic
was tragic, but the country’s most
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positive takeaway from the battle was
its bolstered navy. Canada proved that
in a time of great need it was capable
of putting in hard work to contribute
to the Allies’ victory.

Diverting the
Germans Westward: The Italian

Campaign
With the Germans occupying

most of Russia in the summer of
1942, the Allies decided to attack
German forces in North Africa to
open another front and take pressure
off Russia.

In Operation Torch in Morocco,
the Royal Canadian Navy ferried over
15,000 American troops to shore for
an assault. In the Battle of Malta, the
Allies destroyed 80% of German sup-
plies in the fall of 1942. After that, the
Allies began moving east to eventu-
ally trap the Germans in Tunisia,
which forced them to surrender in
June 1943. Then, having breached the
Germans from southern Europe, the
Allies trudged into Italy to begin the
Italian Campaign.

On July 10, 1943, Allied troops
from Canada, Britain and the United
States landed across 120 kilometres
of the southern coastline of Sicily to
begin the Italian Campaign. The un-
deterred Canadians, who had lost 58
men and 500 vehicles en route to Italy
when 3 of their ships were sunk by
enemy submarines, worked as an in-
dependent unit for the first time in
World War II.

The purpose of the Italian Cam-
paign was to divert German troops

away from two places: the Eastern
Front and Normandy (where the Al-
lies were beginning their D-Day
preparations). Attacking through
Italy, one of Germany’s Axis partners,
was sure to draw the desired attention.

The assault on the Strait of
Messina was the Allies’ first attack in

mainland Italy, beginning September
3, 1943. By the end of the month,
they had completely conquered south-
ern Italy and set their sights on the
rest of the country.

While the Germans retreated to
northern Italy, some regions were eas-
ier for the Allies to conquer than ex-
pected. It was assumed that the town
of Ortona would be taken peacefully
and turned into an administrative centre.

Instead, the Germans barricaded
Ortona’s narrow, winding streets with
rubble from destroyed buildings in an
attempt to hold their ground and keep
the Allies at bay.

With extremely limited road ac-
cess in the streets of Ortona, the Al-
lies’ tanks were practically useless.
Troops were forced to fight in small
groups and as individuals throughout
the city — oftentimes house-to-house
and even room-to-room.

Any step taken or door opened by
soldiers had the potential to trigger an
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explosive or a booby trap, which
could result in building cave-ins or in-
stant death. Matthew Halton, a WWII
correspondent with CBC, described
Ortona as “a courtyard of hell.”

On the morning of December 28,
Canadian patrols discovered that the

enemy had vacated the city overnight.
The Battle of Ortona, fought entirely
by Canadians on the Ally side, was a
success. 

The Allies and Germans in Italy
were back to fighting in spring 1944
with the northern portion of the coun-
try at stake. The Battle in the Liri Val-
ley in May 1944 saw the Canadians
play a significant role in gaining ad-
ditional land leading up to the Allies
securing Rome on June 4, 1944.

Among those involved in the lib-
eration of Rome were the infamous
Black Devils, a special operations
unit comprised of nearly 2,000 volun-
teer soldiers from Canada and the
United States. Had Rome not been se-
cured, the launch of D-Day on June 6,
1944, might have been delayed,
which could have altered its outcome.

All in all, the powerful Allied
force that swept into Italy did enough
to divert the German troops away
from Normandy and the USSR, af-
fording the Allies a chance later to ex-

ecute their final attacks on Nazi Ger-
many.

_____________

The Raid on Dieppe
and Juno Beach

There are few events in history

that will forever be embedded in hu-
manity’s collective memory. The fall
of the Berlin Wall, 9/11 and natural
disasters such as the Boxing Day
tsunami of 2004 are a few examples
of such events. Though each has
shaped and changed our world, there
is one date in history that determined
the course of our future and the sur-
vival of an entire race. 

On June 6, 1944, a coalition of
nations landed on the coast of France
and began the decisive assault against
Nazi Germany’s tyrannical reign over
Europe. A force of American, British
and Canadian soldiers (as well as sol-
diers who had escaped from countries
under Nazi control) landed on the
beaches of Normandy and displayed
acts of bravery and self-sacrifice in
order to secure peace for future gen-
erations. 

Deliverance Day, or D-Day, was
the opening of Operation Overload:
the campaign to take back Europe
from the Nazis and restore security

and peace to the world. The origins of
this operation can be traced back to
Canada’s war efforts in the summer of
1942. Operation Jubilee, the code-
name for a raid on the French port of
Dieppe, was a Canadian-led operation
that was designed to test German de-
fences, capture an Axis port and
gather intelligence. The occupation of
the port was only temporary, though;
the Canadians were told to destroy
any defenses and strategic buildings,
rendering the port useless to the Ger-
mans. 

Unfortunately, the raid on Dieppe
on August 19, 1942, was an utter fail-
ure. Of the 6,000 soldiers involved in
the raid, only about 500 avoided im-
prisonment, injury or death; but the
disaster at Dieppe was not a complete
loss when looking at the long-term ef-
fects of the battle. Mistakes learned at
Dieppe translated to improvements in
combat techniques. The generals
learned that better communication be-
tween the land, air and sea was com-
pulsory for success, as was extensive
bombing of a target position before
and during the battle to support the at-
tacking forces. These lessons saved
thousands of lives two years later on
D-Day and perhaps the war itself.
British Admiral Lord Louis Mount-
batten is quoted as having said “For
every soldier who died at Dieppe, ten
were saved on D-Day.”   

The raid also introduced new
types of weapons to World War II.
The most impressive were tanks de-
signed in response to the difficulties
encountered at Dieppe. The Churchill
‘Ark” was a vehicle  that had a
portable bridge built on top to provide
access over ditches, the Sherman D.
D. floating tank that had inflatable
tubes and a propeller enabling them
to coast through water, and the deadly
Churchill Crocodile: a tank that had
its hull machine gun converted into a
flamethrower. All of these tanks had
seen action in the Normandy Cam-
paign as a result of the Dieppe raid
and the challenges met there. 

Preliminary planning for the Nor-
mandy Campaign began in August of
1943 in Canada. The Quebec Confer-
ence was held in Quebec City from
17-24 of August at Chateau Frontenac
and the Citadelle. Hosted by Cana-

The Allies unload supplies and vehicles after the successful first 

wave of the liberation of the Normandy.
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dian Prime Minister William Lyon
Mackenzie King, and attended by
British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill and American President
Franklin Roosevelt, the conference
discussed the invasion of France as
well as Canadian, British and Ameri-
can development of the nuclear
bomb. Aware of what made the
Dieppe raid a failure, these leaders
and their military advisors were able
to develop a strategy that would save
lives and give the Allies a better
chance at success.

In preparation for D-Day, and to
ensure the Germans were caught off
guard, large numbers of Allied troops,
boats, tanks, equipment and supplies
were gathered in southern England
under extreme secrecy. Supply ships
unloaded their cargo into portable
docking facilities, and a long, flexible
pipe was constructed to transport fuel
and water under the sea from England
to Normandy, the region of north-
western France where Allies would
begin their assault. If D-Day was a
success, the Allies would have a
foothold in Europe from which they
could begin the liberation of Europe;
if not, they would have no place to re-
treat and would face annihilation at
the hands of the German army. Ulti-
mately, the success or failure of D-
Day determined the success or failure

of the entire war. 
Combined, the assembled forces

of the Allies consisted of 155,000 sol-
diers, 5,000 ships and landing craft,
50,000 vehicles, and 11,000 aircraft.
Despite the amount of men and re-
sources assembled, and the barrage of
artillery slamming the concrete em-
placements, pillboxes, hidden mines,
and barbed wire set up by the Ger-
mans, the scene unfolding in front of
the Allied soldiers looked like pure
chaos but they still sailed forth into
battle. Cutting through the cold water
of the Atlantic in the early hours of
the morning, the Canadians made
their way to Juno Beach: an 8 kilome-
tres stretch of flat land located be-
tween the landing areas assigned to
the British and Americans on the
beaches of Normandy.

Of the 155,000 soldiers involved
in the D-Day landings, 14,000 of
them were Canadian. More than 450
parachuted before dawn on June 6
and attacked the enemy; a couple of
hours later, the remaining Canadian
troops stormed Juno Beach in a hail
of enemy fire. Their main objectives
were to clear their beach, provide
flanking support to the British as they
advanced towards Caen and to cap-
ture the German-held airfield at
Carpiquet.

For those who made it to the

beach,  their mission consisted of run-
ning across a sandy minefield toward
the German defenses spraying ma-
chine gun fire from their concrete em-
bankments and pillboxes. If the
soldiers made it to these positions,
they would now face the gruesome
task of clearing these defensive posi-
tions in whichever way possible:
grenades, Sten guns (British machine
guns) and at times, brutal hand-to-
hand combat in close quarters.

Many Canadian soldiers involved
in the Normandy campaign were
young and new to battle, but their
courage helped lead the way to vic-
tory. Canadians captured three shore-
line positions on D-Day, gathered
themselves around Creully village
and continued fighting through dusk.
At the end of the day, the Canadians
had advanced further inland than any
of the other attacking forces and were
the only Allied force to complete all
their objectives.

After the initial landings, Canadi-
ans played an essential role in closing
the “Falaise Gap” in mid-August,
when the Germans retreated amidst
the Allied advance. On August 25,
1944, the Allies officially liberated
Paris and successfully concluded the
Normandy Campaign, but the battle
for Europe had only just begun.

Nearing the Inevitable End: 
Crossing the Rhine River
(March 22 – April 1, 1945)

“My dear general, the German is
whipped. We’ve got him. He is all
through.” - British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill talking to United
States General   Dwight D. Eisen-
hower as the Allies crossed the Rhine
into Germany.

In the fall of 1944, the Allies
quickened their pace to Germany. The
First Canadian Army cleared  the
Scheldt River and Walcheren Island
while moving through Belgium and
parts of the Netherlands.  The forti-
fied Walcheren Island, equipped with
anti-tank obstacles such as craters and
narrow causeways, was particularly
difficult to overcome, but by Novem-
ber 8, the river and island had been
secured.

While the Canadians were fight-

The Ludendorff Bridge crossing over the Rhine River
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ing in the Netherlands, the British defended their
flank in Belgium, liberated Antwerp and opened its
much needed port on November 8.  Antwerp’s port
was important to the Allies as it gave them a supply
route closer to the German front, allowing them to
deliver resources much faster and ease the burden on
supply routes in France; the Canadians and British
were in charge of its defense in case the Germans at-
tacked it during the Battle of the Bulge, the last and
failed attempt of a German Offensive in WWII be-
ginning December 16, 1944 to January 25, 1945. 

The Canadians were given the job of clearing a
portion of the west bank of the Rhine towards the 9th
U. S. Army. Their task called for the clearing of the
Reichswald and Hochwald Forest and the breaking
of the Siegfried Line.  This was completed by March
4, 1945.

Germans still occupied major cities in the Nether-
lands like Antwerp, Rotterdam, Amsterdam and the
Hague, but the Canadians began another offensive in
March of 1945 to liberate these cities. Town by town,
the Canadians defeated the Germans and were
greeted as saviours by the Dutch population who had
been starved by the Germans. As many as 22,000
Dutch citizens died because of the famine and the
winter of 1945 became known as the “Hunger Win-
ter.” Fortunately, the efforts of Canadian and Ameri-
can airdrops in Operation Manna alleviated the
suffering of the Dutch while other Allied forces were
able to focus on crossing the Rhine River into Ger-
many.

On the night of March 22, 1945, ignoring an
order to stay put, the 5th U.S. division quietly crossed
the Rhine in boats without accompaniment of ar-
tillery barrage or aerial bombardment.

The official Allied crossing at the northern por-
tion of the Rhine came the next night and included
the largest airborne operation of World War II. Nearly
4,000 aircraft were used to transport 22,000 airborne
infantry, while an additional 2,100 fighters took part
in ground operations. 

U.S. General Dwight D. Eisenhower assumed the
Allies would meet strict resistance upon crossing the
Rhine and that German guns would be positioned at
river crossings throughout. At Remagen, the Ameri-
cans found an intact bridge to cross but faced a week-
long counter-offensive from the Germans. After the
counter-offensive at Remagen, the Allies were faced
with minimal resistance; Eisenhower knew the Ger-
mans were beginning to believe their time was almost
up.

Operation Plunder, launched on March 24, com-
bined efforts of Canadian, American and British
troops to take control of any German cities in their

way. The 1st Canadian Army was mainly on security
detail for the first phase of the operation, but was or-
dered to attack German defenses for the second phase
and meet up with other Allied troops much deeper
into Germany.

The airborne mission during the crossing of the
Rhine, Operation Varsity, took just an hour and a half
on March 24 to be completed. Among the troops in
Varsity were members of the 1st Canadian Parachute
Battalion, who rounded up so many prisoners that
they were outnumbered. 

British Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery de-
clared victory in the Battle of the Rhine on March 28,
but the battle didn’t come to an end until April 1
when the Americans surrounded and captured Ruhr,
Germany.

Having breached enemy lines and stormed
through the Rhine River, the Allies’ enormous
strength in numbers 
helped them continue successfully through Germany
toward Berlin. Throughout these and subsequent bat-
tles the Royal Canadian Navy ensured the arrival of
munitions, supplies and reinforcements while the
Royal Canadian Air Force pursued the retreating Ger-
mans and carried out dangerous bombing missions.
The Canadians played a leading role in preparing the
final Allied thrust into Germany. However, the price
was high. The Canadian 1st Army suffered heavy ca-
sualties—15,634 killed, wounded or missing in ac-
tion.

Results of WWII
What resulted from World War II can best be analyzed

by reviewing what happened with the major combatants
— Germany, Italy and Japan and their allies versus
Britain, France, the Soviet Union and their allies.

Germany
Britain, France and the United States fought into Ger-

many from the west while the Soviet Union fought from
the east.  Germany and its capital Berlin were each divided
into four parts. Eventually the three western parts were
amalgamated into the Republic of West Germany while
the eastern part became the Democratic Republic of East
Germany. The name for East Germany is misleading. East
Germany was controlled by the Soviet Union which was
a communist country that had extended its oppressive
form of government into East Germany.

Italy
Italy lost all its possession in Africa and the Ionian

and Aegean Seas but it kept Trieste and ceded parts of Is-
tria to Yugoslavia. It soon abolished the monarchy and es-
tablished a Republic.

Japan
The Japanese mainland was under the protection of

theUnited States while it lost all of the land it had gained
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during the war. Korea was split between the north under
the Soviet Union and the south occupied by the United
States. Manchuria and Formosa (Taiwan) reverted to
China. The lands occupied by Japan from 1941 to 1945
reverted back to Britain, France and the Netherlands but
most of these regions soon sought independence from
their colonial empires.

Great Britain
Although a victor in World War II, Britain was no

longer a major world power. It began to relinquish its con-
trol over its colonies, beginning with India in 1947 and
ending with Hong Kong in 1997. Rationing and conscrip-
tion carried on after WWII after the population suffered
through one of the worst winters in 1946-47. The country
also dealt with a treasury that was nearly bankrupt and had
to borrow money from the United States to help with its
reconstruction. As Britain entered the 1950s, it began to
experience a period of prosperity with low unemployment,
continued modernization and increasing wealth.

Soviet Union
The Soviet Union had gained many advantages from

the end of World War II, though this did not mean that its
citizens enjoyed these advantages. It abrogated its agree-
ments with the Western World and continued to occupy
countries it overran during the war: Poland, Hungary, Ro-
mania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, which
became communist countries under the control of the So-
viet Union. In the east the Soviet Union promoted a war
in Korea, supported the communists in north China and
Vietnam and supported independence movements in Asia
and Africa. Much of Eastern Europe was under the veil of
the Iron Curtain and the Soviet Union emerged as one of
the two superpowers in the world, the other being the
United States. 

The United States of America
The United States inherited the position of policemen

of the world from the former colonial empires. The U.S.
supported democratic rule against totalitarian and com-
munist oppression, as well as Israel against the Islamic
states. The end result was the Cold War (sometimes turned
hot such as in Korea and Vietnam) that also included an
arms race and the Space Race. Nuclear bombs threatened
the potential destruction of the whole world. On the pos-
itive side, its industrial power and wealth contributed to

the preservation of democracies in most of the western
world and helped in rebuilding their economies. 

Canada
Canada sought no territorial gain for its effort in

World War II. Instead, it gained the respect of Belgium
and the Netherlands. Canada’s efforts in late 1944 when
it operated as the First Canadian Army resulted in libera-
tion for the two war-torn countries from the Nazis. In Op-
eration Manna, the Canadians brought food to the Dutch.
Every May, in recognition of Canada’s liberation of the
Netherlands, Canada receives thousands of Tulips from
the Dutch, the national flower of the Netherlands. In ad-
dition, Newfoundland joined Canada in 1949, becoming
the 10th province of Canada and uniting the country from
coast to coast. Canada also emerged as a peacekeeping na-
tion following WWII as a member of NATO, the United
Nations and G8 countries. 

The League of Nations/ United Nations
The League of Nations disbanded and was later re-

placed by the United Nations in 1945. As part of the agree-
ments after World War I, any peoples could hold a
referendum or plebiscite and become an independent na-
tion. These agreements were honoured by the United Na-
tions. 

The most significant impacts occurred in the Middle
East, where these nations had been freed from Ottoman
rule and were under the mandates of Britain and France.
These developed into Muslim led states. Israel also be-
came an independent state in 1948 under the Balfour Dec-
laration promulgated during World War 1.

Immediate conflicts developed in the Middle East
from the creation of these states and are intensifying today.
Many of the other former colonies in Africa also became
independent and most of these became Islamic states sup-
ported by the Soviet Union. As these became members of
the United Nations they tended to favour the policies of
the Soviet Union rather than their former colonial empires.
during the war. Korea was split between the north under
the Soviet Union and the south occupied by the United
States. Manchuria and Formosa (Taiwan) reverted to
China. The lands occupied by Japan from 1941 to 1945
reverted back to Britain, France and the Netherlands but
most of these regions soon sought independence from
their colonial empires. 
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Authentic photographs by World War II photographer Bernard Gloster 

donated by his son Bernard (Barney) Gloster from Windsor, Ontario
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They Were Proud Veterans

You never knew me, nor do I know you

But we grew up together like neighbours do.

Then one day out of the blue,

Came the call to arms, and our friendship grew.

We trained together. We marched, we flew.

We sailed the waters of the ocean blue.

Then off to war so young we went,

For the cause of freedom we were sent.

On the ground, and in the air,

And on the ocean, we battled there.

We stormed the wire, the shells bursting in air.

I glanced to my left, there was no body there.

Just minutes before, they were there by my side.

In a flash they were gone,

My seven friends died.

So take up the quarrel and never forget,

The price that was paid when you’re thanking a Vet.

Bob Kelly

Sergeant, 1st and 2nd Royal Canadian Regiment 

We will remember them.
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A Little Bit of Humour

Just before the funeral services, the undertaker came

up to the very elderly widow and asked,

'How old was your husband?' '98,' she replied....

'Two years older than me'

'So you're 96,' the undertaker commented..

She responded, 'Hardly worth going home, is it?

Reporters interviewing a 104-year-old woman:

'And what do you think is the best thing

about being 104?' the reporter asked...

She simply replied, 'No peer pressure.'

The nice thing about being senile is

you can hide your own Easter eggs

and have fun finding them.

Can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.

Have lost all my friends. But, thank God,

I still have my driver's license.

I feel like my body has gotten totally out of shape,

so I got my doctor's permission to join a fitness club

and start exercising. I decided to take an aerobics

class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up

and down, and perspired for an hour. But, by the time

got my leotards on, the class was over. 

Always Remember This:

You don't stop laughing

because you grow old.

My memory's not as sharp as it 

used to be. Also, my memory's 

not as sharp as it used to be.

Know how to prevent 

sagging? Just eat till 

the wrinkles fill out.

It's scary when you start 

making the same noises 

as your coffee maker.

THE SENILITY PRAYER :

Grant me the senility to forget 

the peopleI never liked any-

way, the good fortune to run

into the ones I do, and the

eyesight to tell the difference.
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Wounded Warriors Canada
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D R I V I N G  T O D A Y  F O R  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W

Outside the city: 519-255-CITY (2489)   Toll free: 1-877-RING311 (746-4311)   TTY: 1-866-488-9311

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank our Veterans for the daily benefits we  
continue to enjoy as a result of the battles they fought, and continue to fight. 

On November 11, we pay our respects by honouring the sacrifices of our 
Veterans with a moment of silence. All Transit Windsor buses will pull over 
and stop for a moment of silence to acknowledge the brave efforts of our 
Veterans and service people around the world.

Here’s to our loyal soldiers past and  
present – we will never forget your  
contribution to freedom in Canada  
and a more peaceful society.

TRANSIT WINDSOR WOULD  
LIKE TO SALUTE OUR VETERANS

For more information:

 519.944.4111
tw@citywindsor.ca

www.citywindsor.ca/transitwindsor

Military in uniform ride free on  
the following days:
D-Day (June 6)
Raid on Dieppe (August 19)
Remembrance Day (November 11)
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At Helix Hearing Care, we are committed to bringing 
you the �nest quality, most advanced hearing care 

available. We o�er a full line of hearing aid products 
and services to meet your hearing healthcare needs 

and exceed your expectations.

Hearing Tests | All Types of Hearing Aids
Minor Repairs and Cleaning of Hearing Aids

 Batteries | Noise Protectors
FM Systems & Telephones

1-877-685-5327 
www.helixhca.com
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Family Owned & Operated

HALLMARK
MEMORIAL CO.
CONTRACT INFORMATION ENCLOSED

DISTINCTIVE MONUMENTS
GRANITE • BRONZE

SERVING ALL CEMETERIES
DEDICATION PLAQUES
CREMATION URNS

“When you

go home

tell them of

us and say,

for your 

tomorrow we

gave our

today”
The Burma Campaign
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Three Brothers Who Gave 

Their All for Canada

Brian A. Casey was a football, track and field, basket-

ball and hockey star at Kennedy Collegiate Institute.  He

was captain and quarterback of the team that won the

Canadian Interscholastic Championship and a member of

the R. C. A. F basketball team with Goerge Weiss, Archie

Green, Norm Phibbs and Frank Wansborough.  Brian was

one of the first district youths to join the R. C. A. F. at the

outbreak of World War II.  He quickly rose in the ranks

and became a Flight Lieutenant.

He became an instructor to the ferry command and in

July 1942 flew a bomber to England himself.   In May of

1943 #5 BR (Volando Vincimus—With Flight We Will

Win) was outward bound on an anti-submarine patrol on

convoy escort duty when it crashed after take off from the

Gander airport.  The aircraft was completely demolished

in the crash and in the subsequent explosion of gasoline

and depth charges the second Engineer was thrown from

the crash and miraculously survived but all other died.

The citation (abridged) accompanying his honour

reads: 

“This officer has carried out many anti-submarine pa-

trols as captain….always keen to give the utmost help and

protection to convoys……”  On one patrol, the senior

naval officer said, “Were it not for the significant work of

the aircraft I might well have lost 10 ships.”

His younger brother, Terry A. Casey, joined as soon

as he graduated.   He quickly demonstrated his ability, be-

came a Flight Sergeant.  On December 16, 1944 the Ger-

mans launched their last major offensive which has been

called the Battle of the Bulge that took place in Belgium.

They were seeking to take and the port of Antwerp for

supplies especially oil.

Late on December 31 Avro Lancasters were on a

bombing run on the Belgian city of Houffalize, that lies

about 16 kilometres north of Bastogne, the critical point

in the battle.  Terry’s Lancaster was shot down; he man-

aged to bail out of his position as turret gunner but did not

survive.  He is buried at Hotton, Belgium.

Wilfrid Joseph Casey was an experienced welder and

joined the R. C. A. F.   He was sent to the camp at Trenton

to work with the No. 6 Repair Depot as part of the British

Commonwealth Air Training Plan.  He too helped to win

victory in World War II.  He was more lucky and met his

future wife who worked at a nearby supply camp and con-

tinued the Casey name.

by Tony Mancinone

___________________

Lt. Alan Early

Lt. Alan Early of Belle River, Ontario passed away in

2009 at the age of 95.  A Veteran of the Royal Canadian

Air Force, Early proved he was a remarkable pilot and

earned the Distinguished Flying Cross during his military

service. An example of his exceptional flying capabilities

was demonstrated on February 12, 1945 when he saved

the lives of his crew members while flying over Sable Is-

land off the coast of Nova Scotia.

Early and his six man crew were traveling back to

Halifax from both an anti-submarine patrol and a search

and rescue for a missing ship. While no submarines were

spotted, the real enemy the crew faced that day was no

mortal man, but the harsh Canadian winter. The aircraft

experienced engine failure from heavy snowfall and a

buildup of ice. Thanks to the quick thinking of the plane’s

navigator Harry Head and co-pilot Roy Hoag, they deter-

mined the best landing zone was Sable Island. Landing

was still a major challenge though, as Sable Island is

known to be the site of at least 350 shipwrecks due to its

famously rough water, jagged shoreline and unforgiving

fog.

With no visibility and 50 mile per hour winds, Early

relied on his crew’s information along with his natural

pilot’s instincts and approached Sable Island.  The crew

was also unable to dislodge the planes bombs, making a

safe landing even more of a challenge.  With a mixture of

luck and skill, Early overshot the Island and landed nose-

first in a sand bar that formed the outer edge of a lagoon

surrounding the island. Flying against all odds, Lt. Early

and all the members of the crew walked away from the

emergency landing uninjured. Early earned the DFC and

his tale became a legend on an Island that is infamously

known as the “Graveyard of the Atlantic”.

by Matthew J Pritchard

___________________

Tony Mancinone
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Mt. Sorrel, June 2 to 13, 1916

On June 2, 1916, the soldiers of

the 3rd Division of the Canadian

Corps held their breath while their po-

sitions came under heavy fire from

German artillery. A charge by the

enemy was coming, and the Canadi-

ans had to defend their strategic loca-

tion on top of Mt.  Sorrel. In this

engagement, the Canadians experi-

enced the same strategies they used

against the Germans in previous bat-

tles - most notably the explosion of

mines beneath their trenches (and as

mentioned above, a barrage of heavy

artillery). 

The significance of Mt. Sorrel is

obvious due to its position over the

town of Ypres and its connecting road

to Menin. Moreover, the level of force

used and the amount of lives both

sides lost in defending and attacking

the position is as much a testament to

the importance of this 30-metre (over

98 feet) hill as it is an example of the

senseless tactics and strategies of

World War I. 

Suffering huge losses from ex-

ploding mines below the trenches and

artillery barrages raining death from

above, the Canadians lost Mt. Sorrel

and two smaller hills to its sides. It is

not surprising the Germans were able

to take these hills considering 89% of

the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles

were wiped out by the explosions,

which left only 76 men of the 702-

man regiment. In addition to this

tragedy, two Canadian officers were

also lost to the Germans. Major Gen-

eral Malcolm Mercer, commander of

the 3rd Division was killed while

Brigadier General V.A.S. Williams

and commander of the 8th Brigade,

was wounded and taken prisoner. De-

spite these losses, the Canadian sol-

diers still fought on. 

With the capture of Mt. Sorrel,

the Germans were now in a position

to attack Ypres - a village the Allies

had fought hard for the previous year.

As such, the Canadians were not

going to let the town be taken. With

the help of the British, a counter at-

tack was planned under the command

of Lieutenant General Sir Julian Byng.

Following an artillery strike on

the German trenches, the Canadian

soldiers marched across an eerie land-

scape choked by smoke.  A cold,

steady rain made the swamp-like ter-

rain almost impossible to march

through, but the Canadians took the

hill and earned themselves high

praise. According to the British Offi-

cial History of the War:

“The first Canadian deliberately

planned attack in any force had re-

sulted in an unqualified success.” 

These words of praise for the

Canadians involved at Mt. Sorrel are

also echoed on a monument dedicated

to the 8,430 Canadian casualties lost

in the battle. The monument reads,

“Here at Mount Sorrel and on the line

from Hooge to St. Eloi, the Canadian

Corps fought in the defence of Ypres

April-August 1916”. 

The monument and its message

ensures we will always remember the

men who gave their lives in the de-

fense of others. ●

Calling on the “Voices of Vimy”

The “Voices of Vimy” is a play

written by Assumption High School’s

very own John Conlon and directed

by Lia Del-Duca Howie. As the play

was originally written for Walk-

erville’s Sears Festival, it ended up

becoming a dramatic performance

that brought many tears to the mem-

bers of the audience. The “Voices of

Vimy” was also covered by various

news outlets such as the Windsor Star,

and the dramatic performance was

recorded by the Windsor Historical

Society as a DVD (with proceeds

from sold copies going towards the

Veterans Memories Project). After ad-

vancing from the Sears festival, the

“Voices of Vimy” cast went to com-

pete in regionals and received multi-

ple awards from “Best Supporting

Actor” to “Best Original Play”. And

even after the competition was over,

the “Voices of Vimy” cast went on to

perform at St. Thomas of Villanova

High School in front of students and

veterans alike, and had numerous per-

formances for the Assumption com-

munity. 

The play takes place in the mind

of a young man named Joey who is

struggling with PTSD after his expe-

riences at Vimy Ridge.  Joey ex-

presses his misery over lost soldiers

that were his friends and guilt for

killing an adolescent named Alfred.

As post-traumatic stress disorder

(PTSD) is just as important to recog-

nize as depression and anxiety, the ex-

pectation of maintaining oneself to

one’s family or friends can be over-

whelming and difficult at times. It is

important to note that just because

one is physically healthy and pro-

tected; it does not necessarily mean

that one is shielded mentally or emo-

tionally from the experience and its

lasting effect. Similarly, the “Voices

of Vimy” can be connected to such

mental health problems that many ex-

perience today. Whether it would be

on or off of the battlefield, the bold

connection that this play holds from

the historical event of Vimy Ridge

taking place almost a hundred years

ago and the issue of mental health can

even be applied to today as it is still

an unresolved problem that many

people face. ●

A Tale to be Told

by Scott Scantlebury

As many historians are charged

with obtaining a battlefield tale from
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Caesars Windsor  
about recognizing the incredible bravery of uniformed 

men and women, past and present, who have fought 

for the freedom of all Canadians. Our Corporate Giving program and employees 

charitable organizations who help to make Windsor-Essex County a vibrant and 

healthy community.  
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Company, LLC and its affi liated companies. Used with permission.
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a world war veteran, quite often nu-

merous are faced with resistance. As

the memories are incredibly de-

fended, it is their burden to carry as

time has silenced voices and old sol-

diers have faded away, their stories

should never die. 

My job that summer with the

Prince Edward Island Heritage Foun-

dation was to research the province's

military history, collect artifacts, pho-

tos, information and oral histories. A

friend pointed me to John McDonald.

He was, I was told, a neighbourhood

legend, a World War I veteran with an

incredible story. Upon contacting and

setting up an interview with John, he

welcomed me at the front  door of his

home and walked me over to his liv-

ing room where the decor was set up

modestly. 

As I set up my recorder and

placed it on the table, John made his

way through the room and sat down

in the chair to my right. He first told

me basic facts about his life such as

how he was already in his 80s and

lived alone, however, his daughters

looked after him but he took care of

himself most of the time. 

While he was speaking, I was

able to get a closer look at the profile

of John. He was around 115 pounds,

5’8” tall and had the after affects of

gravity bow his back and shoulders

over with age. 

John started his story with an

ease, he said he signed up for over-

seas service while working in the

wheat out West in the fields of

Saskatchewan. He would ride the

train out West for work and he aban-

doned his life at the farm, like many

other men at the time and looking for

an opportunity to be adventurous.

However, this idea of being adventur-

ous was not what John expected to

experience. 

After putting himself into a new

military vocation, he was assigned the

artillery. John went to England for ex-

tensive training for this position and

was automatically sent to the front

and handled a gun as one of a crew of

seven people. He would contribute to

the team with another partner, loading

shells into the breech. He explained

that his next job after that would be to

“get the hell out of the way and cover

his ears”, before the inescapable blast

occurred right after.  

John then took a pause and called

upon a memory that troubled him. He

said that one day himself along with

the rest of the crew were tasked with

counter-battery fire. The main objec-

tive would be to eliminate the

enemy’s guns which were attacking

the Canadian trenches. It was then

that John and his mate had just loaded

the high explosive and turned to await

the concussion which hurtled the shell

across the sky, but he never heard the

roar. 

That was when John brushed a

few wisps of fine white hair and said,

“that’s when, I got this.” Upon shock,

I did not notice before that with his

left profile facing me, there was a

scarred cavity in his skull, one large

enough to be the same size as my fist.

The rest of the story was de-

scribed to John after the incident. A

German shell landed near the em-

placement well behind the lines

where John was tossed a hundred

yards away. He was told that his nude,

and bloody body was found in mud.

The explosive of the blast was com-

pletely torn away at this point. 

Given up for dead, he was then

transported to a medical unit, it was

only months later that John awoke in

a hospital in London, England. He

was informed that he was the only

survivor from the crew and that a

chunk of shrapnel had hit him directly

in the head and his recovery was

deemed “incredible” by doctors and

nurses. The fact that he retained any

type of long memory or regained his

mobility was “miraculous”. 

Just when I thought John was fin-

ished with his story, John went on to

add one more important detail to the

story, he said when he was complet-

ing his treatment from the hospital, he

met a British nurse and fell in love

with her and returned home in 1919,

marrying her shortly afterwards.

Working until his retirement, he and

his wife were able to raise a family

just outside of Charlottetown, Prince

Edward Island, Canada. It was then

that he finished and snapped back to

the present. He looked up at me with

warm eyes and a sense of fulfillment. 

This is when I came to the real-

ization that he was the bravest man I

ever met. 

*Author's Note: This brief anec-

dote has been rendered completely

from memory, thus many details are

missing. The audio cassette contain-

ing the full 90 minute interview has

been misplaced. ●

Jack Bennett’s Story

On August 30, 2007, Jack Ben-

nett Jr. arrived in Kandahar airfield.

The first things he saw was a Tim

Horton’s restaurant, a Burger King,

gyms, and army supply stores; unfor-

tunately, the first thing he experienced

was a Rocket Propelled Grenade

(RPG) attack. 

Following the instincts of a sol-

dier, he dropped to the ground for

cover while everybody around him

seemed to carry on like nothing had

happened. An army Captain who

passed by had told them that, “if they

don’t hit ya, don’t worry about it.” 

The Kandahar airfield was only a

stopping point on Bennett’s tour in

Afghanistan; the Forward Operating

Base (FOB) at Ma’sum Ghar and the

Leopard Tank Bennett was stationed

in would be his home for the larger

portion of his stay in Afghanistan.

When Bennett arrived in

Afghanistan in the late summer of

2007, the Canadian Forces had been

there for five years. The Canadian

presence in Afghanistan had been tak-

ing a more active role since 2006, and

Canadian Forces had totalled approx-

imately 2,830 soldiers. Although

Canada’s combat role in Afghanistan

39
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For your selfl ess sacrifi ces, 
WE THANK YOU

OUR SERVICES

216 Sandwich St. S., Amherstburg, ON 

519.730.1030
22 Centre Street, Unit A, Essex, ON

519.961.9285

Bernice A. McKenzie, 
Reg. CASLPO, Doctor of Audiology, Audiologist

Contact us for a consultation today:

THE VETERAN

It is the VETERAN, not the preacher,

who has given us freedom of religion.

It is the VETERAN, not the reporter,

who has given us freedom of the press.

It is the VETERAN, not the poet,

who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer,

who has given us freedom to assemble.

It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer,

who has given us the right to fair trial.

It is the VETERAN, not the politician,

who has given the right to vote.

It is the VETERAN,

who salutes the Flag,

who serves under the Flag.

2015Revised LAMOc29_2015Magazine  2015-10-28  6:59 PM  Page 40



ended in 2011, Bennett’s memories of

his time there – both good and bad -

will remain with him forever.

The war in Afghanistan was char-

acterized by guerilla warfare. Am-

bushes with RPGs were a common

threat in Afghanistan. Even more

deadly and unsettling due to their un-

certainty were Improvised Explosive

Devices (IED). Members of the Tal-

iban would place IED’s on the routes

wherever Canadian or other Allied

forces would commonly travel. IEDs

could go off at any time and there was

no definitive way of knowing where

they would be. On September 9th, a

little more than a week into Bennett’s

tour, the tank he was travelling in

rolled over an IED. ●

The Codetalkers

On September 10th, 1939,

Canada declared war on Germany

and officially entered World War II.

The men and women of Canada’s

First Nations, Inuit and Metis popula-

tion stepped up to the call of duty; by

March, 1940 more than 100 had vol-

unteered. At the close of the war, over

3,000 had put their lives on the line -

72 of which were women. 

A crucial role Aboriginal Canadi-

ans played was communicating mes-

sages that the Axis powers were

unable to decipher; these soldiers be-

came known as Codetalkers. People

like Alberta’s Charles Checker Tomp-

kins would translate top-secret, sensi-

tive messages in Cree so the enemy

could not understand nor translate (or

‘crack’) any intercepted transmis-

sions. Most messages focused on tac-

tics, troop movements, orders, and

other essential battlefield information

communicated through telegraphs

and radios in the native dialect of an

Aboriginal nation. The message

would then be received by another

Cree-speaking codetalker so that it

could be translated back to English

for the recipient. The ultimate advan-

tage of this system was its speed and

reliability. 

The method of using Morse code

often took hours and was well-

known, while the Aboriginals could

have a message transmitted in a mere

few minutes. Due to the size and

complexity of the language, it also

made the code extremely difficult to

understand.

Aboriginal men and women who

dedicated themselves to Canada’s

participation in the second World War

were recognized for their individual

and community efforts. In addition,

they have contributed monetary dona-

tions, food and parts of their reserve

lands to create airports, rifle ranges,

and defence posts. It should also be

noted that First Nations communities

in Ontario, Manitoba, and British Co-

lumbia received a decoration of the

British Empire Medal for their out-

standing contributions. Individuals

like Flying Officer Willard John

Bolduc received the Distinguished

Flying Cross for his effort as an air

gunner during various 1943 bombing

attacks. Although there were only a

small number of identified Aboriginal

participants in the war, there were at

least 17 Aboriginal recipients for

awards in action. ●

Operation Chastise: 

The Dambusters

Context: In May of 1943, in an

effort to draw the German military

into a defensive position, the Allies

bombed several important points of

German infrastructure, namely dams.

The operation, known as Operation

Chastise, saw British bombers fly

over Germany in the dead of night to

disrupt the production capacity of the

German war machine

Squadron 617 of the British

Royal Air Force may not be a name

that you have heard or read about

when researching World War II, but

this is only because the brave men of

this squadron are more commonly as-

sociated with the actions that earned

them fame in the spring of 1943. In

the hours between May 16 and 17,

three bomber formations took off to

deliver their payloads behind German

lines. Their targets were dams and

factories in the Ruhr and Eder Val-

leys, making the brave men of

Squadron 617 become known as the

“Dambusters.”

The purpose of Operation Chas-

tise was to draw Germans into a de-

fensive position and help take

pressure off the Russians on the East-

ern front, where the Russians had just

won a decisive victory at Stalingrad.

Additionally, the pictures of the

busted dams were to be used as prop-

aganda to help bolster morale on the

frontlines and home front. In fact, fa-

mous British wing commander Guy

Gibson - who had helped plan the raid

and took part in it - went on a tour of

Canada and the United States to raise

morale. 

The nature of Operation Chastise

(which consisted of dropping bombs

from low altitudes at high speeds in

the night) meant that special prepara-

tions and modifications had to be

made to the bomber planes and the

bombs themselves. In order to pass

the torpedo nets that were defending

the dams from attacks, a ‘bouncing’

bomb was developed that would skip

over the water and nets like a stone

and then sink toward the bottom of

the dam where it would detonate. 

The bombs would be spun to 500

revolutions per minute before being

dropped, which allowed enough

speed for them to skip over the nets

and hit their targets. Additionally, spe-

cialty crews were needed for the mis-

sion and they had to be trained on

how to drop the bombs from modified

Lancasters. In the end,  for all the

training and time spent on designing

the planes, bombs, and mission itself,

the outcome was not what it was pre-

dicted to be.

The bombers involved in Opera-

tion Chastise took two different

routes to reach their targets but coor-

dinated their attacks so they would ar-

rive at the same time. However, of the
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19 bombers involved in the mission,

only 7 hit their targets while the oth-

ers either did not make it or missed

their destination entirely. One of the

difficulties of the mission was flying

at an altitude of 60-100 feet  (20 to 30

metres) at 220 miles per hour (330

kilometres per hour)  to avoid enemy

radar. 

Flying at such a high speed at a

low altitude left little room for error,

which could have included flying into

a lake, the countryside, or the moun-

tains bordering the rivers and dams

the bombers flew over. As a result,

one plane crashed into power lines on

the way back to its base while another

pilot skimmed the water with his

plane and lost its bomb. 

To add further difficulty to the

mission, it was done under the cover

of night, which meant the bombers

had to use spotlights to navigate over

the river while revealing themselves

to the enemy. Wing Commander Gib-

son - when flying toward the Mohne

Dam - encountered heavy flak when

flying in to bomb the dam as the spot-

lights revealed his exact location and

captured the attention of every anti-

aircraft weapon protecting the dam. 

Unfortunately, Gibson’s bomb

did not destroy the dam and another

bomber; thus,Hopgood was called in

to help. With the Germans now aware

of the attack, Hopgood received huge

amounts of enemy fire as well. Hop-

good was able to drop his bomb, but

he perished in the process. Only two

members of the flight crew who

bailed out survived. 

In total, 8 flight crews were shot

down en route to the target or while

returning to base while 53 of the 133

men involved did not survive. Even

so, the remaining bombers were able

to inflict considerable damage to the

German war machine.

Pictures taken before and after

Operation Chastise show landscapes

entirely changed within a matter of

minutes. While this can be said about

any area that has been bombed, the

type of change in the Ruhr and Eder

Valleys is quite different from others.

Instead of fields dotted with craters or

cities reduced to rubble, the Ruhr and

Eder Valleys became large lakes with

only a few church steeples peeking

above the water to reveal signs of for-

mer civilization. 

For all the destructive power of

the bombs dropped, it was actually

the force of water that came rushing

out from the destroyed dams that

caused the most damage, washing

away arable farmland and animals

bred for food. Furthermore, cities

closer to the dams were cut off from

clean drinking water and many facto-

ries lost power, stalling production

lines. Most importantly, many work-

ers from other significant projects like

the Atlantic Wall (the fortifications

being built along the Atlantic coast

for defense) were relocated to the

dams to reconstruct them; this proved

to be invaluable for the D-Day inva-

sions as the Atlantic Wall fortifica-

tions were not what they were

supposed to be.

For all the efforts of the brave

men involved in Operation Chastise,

the end result was not as effective as

they had hoped. Many of the dams

and factories were operational soon

after they had been destroyed and the

loss of life was mostly from Allied

POW's (many of whom were Rus-

sians). 

The mission could have been a

total success if bomber command had

ordered raids while the dams were

being reconstructed. Regardless, the

Dambusters played an important role

by boosting Allied morale in the final

years of WWII, and the courage

demonstrated by each man of each

bomber crew is inspirational. 

Flying at high speeds and low al-

titudes over narrow rivers winding

their way between mountains through

enemy gunfire is an extraordinary

feat— doing it at night while trying to

aim through primitive gun scopes

makes it even more commendable.

For these reasons, the story of the

Dambusters was made into a film in

1955 that revealed the heroism of

these men and their actions on the

night of May 17, 1943. ●

The Battle of Britain

In the spring of 1940, the

prospect of victory over Germany in

World War II was bleak. The contin-

uous German conquest of Europe,

now separated from Britain by a mere

33 kilometres (about 20 miles) across

the English Channel after the fall of

France and Northern Europe, meant

that a continental Nazi takeover was

shifting from a nightmare to reality.

Prime Minister Winston Churchill

knew that the tyranny of Hitler had to

be defeated and those under the yoke

of the Nazis rescued; peace on Hitler’s

terms was simply not an option.

Using the strength of the British

Empire, Churchill called upon

Britain’s colonies and Common-

wealth members to contribute to the

war effort by sending soldiers, arms,

and resources. The British Empire re-

sponded and answered the call for a

fighting force, but unlike in World

War I, Canada - a former colony of

Britain - made its own declaration of

war a few days after Britain. This act

proved the country’s independence

from Britain, but also demonstrated

its allegiance to Britain and its com-

mitment to defeating evil. Therefore,

during three months of intense battles

in the skies above Britain, Germany

faced a coalition of nations commit-

ted to its destruction in the Battle of

Britain. 

The Germans realized they would

need air superiority over the British if

an invasion of the United Kingdom

was to be successful; crossing the

English Channel without control of

the skies meant that a significant

number of Germans would be killed

making the trip. Though Canadians

had built Hurricane fighters for the

Royal Air Force (RAF) and had

trained/sent pilots to fight for Britain,

the RAF only had 480 Hurricanes and

120 Spitfires by the time the battle

began. On the other hand, the Ger-
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mans had a total of 2,442 aircraft (969

heavy bombers, 336 dive-bombers,

869 single-engine fighters and 268

twin-engine fighters). The crucial ad-

vantage for the British was the fact

that they had one of the most ad-

vanced radar capabilities at the time

that provided them with the ability to

detect German attacks; this gave them

the opportunity to quickly assemble

forces to greet them. Fighting over

home soil also meant that the British

could recover downed pilots. Most

importantly, the British planes were

faster, more maneuverable and were

equipped with more guns; in particu-

lar, the eight machine guns on the

wings of the Spitfire proved very ef-

fective against the Germans and

became one of the best fighter planes of its time.

The Battle of Britain saw its most

intense fighting during August,1940.

Though the Germans had been attack-

ing ports and convoys in the English

Channel (as well as radar stations on

England’s southern coast since early

July), the blitz the Luftwaffe (the Ger-

man Air Force) was known for did not

begin until the end of August. Direc-

tive No. 17 was issued on August 1,

1940, to which Hitler declared that,

“...the war against England is to be

destructive attacks against industry

and air force targets…” 

He also stated that he had “...the

right to decide on terror attacks as

measures of reprisal.” 

Fortunately, Hitler did not order at-

tacks on cities until August 24, but the

war in the sky still raged on.

From August 8 onward, the Ger-

mans had sent an average of 1500 air-

craft daily to bomb British airfields

and radar stations. Though the British

appeared to be winning the battle on

paper (between August 13 and 17 the

RAF lost 184 aircraft to the Luft-

waffe’s 255), the bombing of radar

stations and airfields took its toll on

the organization of the RAF’s fighter

groups and the overall effectiveness

of the RAF. For example, though the

British had not lost as many planes as

the Germans, they were losing their

most experienced pilots and attack

planes whereas the Germans had lost

a combination of both attack planes

and bombers. In addition, the RAF

had less than a thousand pilots — and

because they saw action daily, they

were becoming fatigued; to make

matters were, between15 to 20 of

them died in action daily. If the battle

had continued this way, a successful

invasion of Britain would have been

a real possibility; it was not until the

end of August when fortune turned in

favour of the British - but like all

things in war, it came with a price.

On August 24, a German bomb-

ing crew mistakenly unleashed its

payload over non-military targets in

London. In response, Churchill or-

dered a bombing raid over Berlin and

sent a crew of 81 bombers to pay the

Germans back in full. Of the 81 sent

over, only 29 returned. Though they

inflicted only minor damage on the

German capital, Hitler’s promise to

the German people of no bombs over

Berlin had been broken. Infuriated,

Hitler ordered a blitz on the British

capital that was later extended to

other large cities.  

Though the bombing of British

cities and civilians may not have

seemed like a turn of fortune for the

British, it did provide the RAF with

precious time to collect itself. Now

that the focus of the German fighters

was turned towards British cities in-

stead of military targets, the British

were able to make repairs to radar sta-

tions and airfields - resulting in an im-

proved and effective fighting force

that allowed the RAF to inflict more

casualties on the Germans than the

Germans on the British. As a result,

daylight raids over British cities were

exchanged for night time raids. But as

September came to a close, the Ger-

mans knew that the Battle of Britain

had been lost. The switch from mili-

tary to civilian targets allowed the

British to collect themselves, and

proved to be a decisive moment in the

battle and Britain’s ability to fight an-

other day. ●

The Battles of Festubert 

and Givenchy 

Following the success at the Sec-

ond Battle of Ypres, the 1st Canadian

Division joined other Allied soldiers

battling in the once picturesque coun-

trysides of France. Canadian soldiers

found themselves in Festubert and

Givenchy, and although the offensive

was a success, it came at a high price.

The images of World War I bat-

tlefields reveal landscapes scarred by

weapons designed to swiftly win the

“war to end all wars.” Chlorine, mus-

tard, phosgene gas, highly explosive

bombs, and machine guns that spit

out bullets faster than ever before (as

many as 600 rounds per minute) de-

stroyed the morale of soldiers and the

fortified positions that became their

coffins. 

Familiar names like Ypres, Vimy

Ridge, and Passchendaele come to

mind when thinking of the destruction

of WWI, but there were other battles

involving Canadians that deserve at-

tention -  especially when considering

the amount of lives lost.

From May 15 to 25, 1915, Cana-

dian soldiers were engaged with the

Germans in the French towns of Fes-

tubert - part of the Second Battle of

Artois. The objectives of this engage-

ment were to remove the Germans sit-

uated between the French cities of

Reims and Arras as well as cutting off

German supply routes. The Canadian

1st Division arrived to relieve the Al-

lied troops who had already been bat-

tling the Germans in Festubert, even

after the Canadians had lost many

men at the Second Battle of Ypres. In

spite of these losses, the Canadians

were successful in capturing the vil-

lage of Festubert on May 25, but at a

heavy price. 

Canadian casualties totalled

2,468, and much of the village of Fes-

tubert was destroyed (before the bat-

tle had begun, 433 howitzers had

bombarded the Germans for almost

three days, firing over 100,000 rounds

of ammunition). After the fighting at
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Festubert, the Canadians received a break from war, but

were back fighting the Germans at Givenchy in June —

this time better prepared and more organized to deal with

the German defenses.

On June 15, 1915, the 1st Canadian Division made its

first attack on Givenchy. Armed with not only the im-

proved British Lee Enfield rifle, but also with the lessons

learned from Festubert, the Canadians were able to alle-

viate the massacre of running across no-man’s land. 

Their strategy included preliminary bombings focused

on the enemy's forward machine guns. On the evening be-

fore the battle, under the cover of night, the Canadians

used rubber wheels to move three 18-pound howitzers to

the front line. Still, with all the preparation and improve-

ments made, it was hard to maintain and follow plans in

the midst of battle.

At 5:45 p.m., the 18-pound howitzers began their bar-

rage on the German machine gun positions. Only one gun

was not used as it was feared that it would be too close to

the Canadians in the front line trenches. 

As a result, a few of the German machine gun posi-

tions were left unharmed and fired at the Canadian sol-

diers crossing no-man’s land. Following the shelling of

the German positions, British engineers detonated a mine

they had dug beneath the German trenches, forming a

large crater – yet, this did not destroy their intended target

of a fortified German stronghold on the front lines. In-

stead, Canadians of the 1st Battalion were killed and

Canadian bomb reserves buried. None the less ,

the soldiers fought on and demonstrated acts of bravery

under extreme duress. Lieutenant F. Campbell and Private

H. Vincent -  the only two survivors of their detachment -

held off a German counterattack with a machine gun

mounted on Vincent’s back while Campbell fired until he

was mortally wounded. 

Vincent then carried the gun back to the Canadian

lines, crawling the whole way there. For their acts of brav-

ery, Campbell was awarded the Victoria Cross and Vincent

the Distinguished Conduct Medal.

By June 16, 1915, the Canadian forces took the Ger-

man positions at Givenchy and began constructing defen-

sive fortifications to hold off any German counterattacks.

On June 19, as the offensive in Artois ended, British Gen-

eral Douglas Haig suggested that any operations to gain

further ground should be put on hold. For the rest of the

summer, the Canadians enjoyed a tense but welcomed

peace – yet, they would see action at St. Eloi and Mount

Sorrel soon enough. ●

Why Finding Passion In 

History Is Important

by Matthew J. Pritchard

“The farther backward you can look, the farther forward
you are likely to see”

- Winston S. Churchill.

The first time I realized my interest in history in the
academic sense was in the fall of 2000.  I was in grade
eight and my teacher, Mr. Rob Norris, was one cool young
educator who also happened to love history.  Unlike my
previous teachers, Mr. Norris made history come alive and

did not believe that studying history required reading from
boring textbooks.  Instead, I recall a game of outdoor
dodgeball where we crawled under chairs covered in vol-
leyball nets to represent the barbed wire obstacles of “No
Man’s Land” during the Great War.  It was his interactive
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history lessons that made me fall in
love with Canadian History and made
me want to become a historian, be-
cause for the first time in my life I
found history exciting.

Bitten by the history bug, for the
past fifteen years I have dedicated my
life to preserving history. In high
school I took every history course that
was available, and when I was 17 I
travelled with the City Of Barrie’s
Youth Ambassadors Global Perspec-
tive program to Mexico City and
Cuba to learn about other cultures’
histories.  In the fall of 2005, I started
to attend the University of Windsor,
where as an undergraduate student I
majored in History and minored in
Political Science.  Not content to be
done with history after completing
my Bachelor degree, I continued on
to obtain a Master's degree in Cana-
dian history. During this time I fo-
cused my research and thesis on the
history of Canadian workers and their
reaction to Frederick Taylor’s theories
of “Scientific Management” at the
turn of the 20th Century. For me,
there is nothing more rewarding than
bringing history alive for younger
generations. In 2011 I attended the
University of Windsor’s Faculty of
Education to learn how to write cur-
riculum and better understand the-
classroom dynamic.  Since 2011, I
have also had the honour of being the
resident historian for the WHS-VMP
and have been able to use my educa-
tion to encourage our recognition of
our Canadian Heroes.  I have a firm
belief that education is the best way
to help us to remember the past, and
furthermore I believe that our Veter-
ans deserve our highest honour. One
of my greatest joys in life is helping
young people connect with our Veter-
ans’ stories through our Veterans
Speaking to Students programs; by
producing educational materials from
conducting and recording interviews
with Veterans; and through the pro-
duction of the Veteran’s Day Maga-
zine.  Connecting students with
Veterans’ stories keeps the lessons of
the past alive and promotes a more
meaningful Remembrance Day.

Without our Veterans, I would not
be free to explore my passions and
form my own thoughts and theories.

It was our Veterans who protected this
right for me, and I feel forever in-
debted to them. I am extremely lucky
because I can meet and work with our
Canadian heroes on a daily basis.
Over the past four years I have made
many friends such as Larry Costello,
Jim Jack, Robert Kelly, Tom Abrash,
Bill Vivian, John Neville and my
writing mentor, the late Stan Scis-
lowski. Working on our school proj-
ects I have also met many young
Veterans, some of whom are only a
few years older than me, including
John Nayduk, Mike Akpata and Jeff
Gravel. I always find it humbling to
be in the same room as these heroes.   

On a personal note, I had great
uncles who served in the Second
World War and even though I was
born after they passed, they are two
of the biggest reasons why I feel so
connected to our Veterans. My great
uncle Don Galbraith was a
Ridgetown boy who signed up with
the Essex Scottish Regiment. He was
on one of the first landing crafts to ar-
rive on the French shores during the
Battle of Dieppe.  During the battle he
was shot multiple times, was captured
by the Germans and spent the rest of
the War as a Prisoner of War. Sadly
his war injuries caught up with him
by the early 1960s and he passed
away due to complications.  My
grandfather’s older brother, Walter
Rouse, served in the Royal Canadian
Navy from 1941 until the end of the
War. Like Larry Costello, my Uncle
Walter snuck into the Navy at sixteen
years old at the Montreal recruiting
office. He went on to serve in the Bat-
tle of the Atlantic and had a very in-
teresting naval career.  Even though I
never met either of them, I always
like to think about them and I smile
every time I see a poppy or meet an
older Veteran.

I started this article by stating that
my academic love for history started
in the year 2000, but I think in one
way or another I have always been a
historian.  It is my personal view that
everyone is a historian in her or his
own way.  I have always loved classic
Chevrolet muscle cars and pickup
trucks, a passion I inherited and
shared with my late grandfather, Arlo
Pritchard.  From the age of five or six

I could tell you the entire history of
the Chevrolet Camaro or Impala,  his-
tories that spans multiple decades.  I
have always been a dedicated fan of
the Toronto Maple Leafs, and again
from a young age, I knew the com-
plete history of the organization.
Some might even say that to be a fan
of my beloved, but victory-chal-
lenged Maple Leafs requires an abil-
ity to live in the past. My family has
always recognized and nurtured my
passion for history and I feel that I
owe them a lot. They supported me
while I was in school and are still
willing to travel with me to whatever
museum I want explore.

Everyone has his or her own pas-
sions and each passion has its own
history. I think it is up to historians to
help the younger generations realize
this. In a way we are all historians,
because we all have pasts, families,
passions and hobbies.  As a firm be-
liever in the concept and importance
of the “History From Below” ap-
proach, I think it is crucial for histo-
rians and educators to give as many
people a voice as possible. History
belongs to the common person just as
much as it belongs to famous mon-
archs, generals and politicians. My
dream is to make history welcoming
to all and encourage a new generation
of writers and history lovers.  I hope
one day to become my own version of
Mr. Norris, opening the eyes of young
new historians. ●

New Beginnings Program

After having worked at the Veter-

ans Memories Project for nearly two

months, I feel that I have gone

through a great change, and I have re-

alized many things that I previously

ignored. Having more responsibility

has required me to use my time more

wisely, as now I have to be sure to

sleep at a decent time, something I

previously neglected to do. I used to

have a slight fear of getting a job.

Since I've never had a job before, I

didn't know what to expect, and this

would deter me from looking for

them. Working here has mostly freed

me from this, and I believe I can use

the knowledge I gained here in any of
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my future jobs. 

I feel the most important skill I

learned here was how to talk to others.

Before I worked here, I barely talked

to anyone except people I knew very

well, but after working here for close

to two months, I am able to initiate

conversations with people I don't

know. I believe this is not only due to

being in the office, but also from the

magazine deliveries. Although I can't

hold a conversation very long, I be-

lieve this is a great improvement com-

pared to how I was before. 

The skill I improved the most was

not conversation but writing. I felt that

I wasn't very good at writing before,

because my marks were always low in

English. However, because I was writ-

ing almost everyday after the maga-

zine deliveries, I was able to improve

by leaps and bounds over the summer.

Since writing is a mandatory skill for

almost all jobs, I am extremely grate-

ful for all the writing I was told to do.

Because I don't write often, I never

would have made such improvements

if it weren't for this job. 

My view of veterans has changed

immensely during my stay here. Be-

fore I began this job, although I didn't

hate veterans or anything, I didn't re-

ally think about them either. However,

working here has allowed me to read

a variety of stories about the wars, in-

cluding the battles as well as specific

veterans sharing their stories. I was

amazed at how they were able to risk

losing everything to secure our free-

dom. However, I was dispirited when

I also realized just how many sacri-

ficed their lives for this freedom.

Many of those who live through the

battles have gruesome memories of

having to kill, or not being able to save

their comrades. However, they usually

keep these thoughts bottled up, not

telling their family or friends. I was

fortunate enough to be able to meet a

veteran, and was surprised by how

nice the man was. I was glad some

people are able to get over their trau-

matic experiences in the war. 

by Steven Turner 

Dann,

I entered the 2015 summer unsure

of exactly what type of work I’d be

doing. I knew I wanted to write and

build my skills as a journalist, but I

didn’t know where I could do that.

Then, when my dad mentioned an op-

portunity with you at the Windsor His-

torical Society, I got just the chance I’d

been looking for.

Admittedly, I was unsure at first.

I’m used to writing about live sports,

not historical events from the early

20th century! But as I look back on the

work we did and how much I learned

about Canada’s impact in the wars, I

realize I couldn’t have asked for any-

thing more.

I’m proud to say that I worked for

the WHS and that I helped preserve

the stories of some of our nation’s he-

roes. You provided me with a unique

opportunity this summer and I want to

honestly and sincerely thank you for

letting me be a part of all that we did.

It’s easy to say you’re a proud

Canadian and that you admire our
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vets. But researching their stories and

learning a lot about where they went

and what they did gave me a much

deeper level of appreciation. As a 19-

year-old, I could be a soldier right

now if circumstances in the world

were different. It’s incredible to say

that because I can’t even imagine

being in that position.

Lastly, Dann, I want to tell you

how amazed I am with your dedica-

tion to WHS. With your health con-

cerns, it would’ve been easy to give

up this year. But instead you worked

twice as hard and kept a great attitude.

Tony did as well. Both of you showed

me what it means to care about oth-

ers, particularly those who sacrificed

their lives for the betterment of our

country.

I can’t wait to see how the book,

movie, and magazine turn out. A lot

of people worked very hard to make

it happen. I know you’ve said this is

your last year at the helm of WHS,

but I can only hope that in the future,

it will be run as efficiently and effec-

tively as it was with you leading the

way. Thank you again for the special

opportunity this summer.

Jordan Horrobin

Hello Dann,

I am currently finishing up my

midterms but I will confirm a date via

email by the end of next week to

come in the week after if that is okay

with you? And it's no problem, it's

honestly been a pleasure working

with everyone at WHS. Here are my

thoughts about it below:

My initial purpose upon receiv-

ing an internship placement with the

Windsor Historical Society through

the University of Windsor was as a

creative writer-journalist. The goal

was to complete a minimum of 40

hours of volunteering and various as-

signments with the university in order

to prepare myself for the “real world”

of adulthood. 

However, what the coordinators

for the Volunteer Internship Program

at the University of Windsor did not

tell me was how attached I would be-

come with my fellow friends and col-

leagues at my placement.

Dann, I would like to personally

thank you alongside with the WHS

team in welcoming me with open

arms and taking me in as one of your

own. Working countless hours to-

wards the establishment of the maga-

zine, book, and complimentary

documentary has really brought me to

the realization of the true definition of

hard work, following your passions,

and the importance of community and

working together. 

As a student in her second year of

Political Science, I can honestly say

that the experience I have had with

WHS is one I will truly never forget.

From editing to the discussion of the

stories, you were always leading us

with a giant smile on your face de-

spite the health complications you ex-

perienced this past year. From Tony,

Matt, and Jason exposing me to dif-

ferent writing styles, to working

closely with Chuck and Lam for

media designs, you have all taught me

the importance of sticking together no

matter what the circumstance.

I only hope to develop leadership

qualities from at least a fraction of

what the veterans and WHS has

shown me in this short period of time.

And no matter where life may take us,

I wish to stay involved with the WHS

team in any capacity I can. Because

of WHS, I have discovered my pas-

sion for constantly learning, teaching,

and seeing the direct impact ofwork

on individuals in the community. 

Thank you for the privilege of

showing me the connection between

of our stories and the faces behind

them. 

Yours truly, Marissa Bumanlag        

The Road to Victory -

Red Ball Express

During the Second World War,

combating armies would starve each

other of resources by bombing supply

routes or intercepting convoys. Lack

of food, medical supplies, or ammu-

nition would weaken an army and

make them vulnerable. In order to en-

sure the Canadians and their Allies

were well supplied, the Red Ball Ex-

press was born. 

The Red Ball Express was a truck

convoy system that aided the Allied

forces leaving the D-Day beaches in

Normandy, operating from August to

November, 1944. The name came

from the concept of announcing

someone/something of significance

by raising a white flag with a red ball

in the centre. It was only until later

that the term ‘red ball’ gave reference

to perishables in rail cars identifying

items that would eventually spoil.

Therefore, ‘red ball’ was deemed to

be any type of transport whose sole

purpose was to reach its destination

as quickly and safely as possible. 

After the triumph of Normandy,

it was critical to move supplies with

the armies advancing through France,

the Netherlands, and Germany. In-

fantry divisions would require a min-

imum of 150 tons of gasoline daily;

armoured divisions required 350 tons

per day. The trucks were given prior-

ity on regular roads and were given

access to a small route closed to civil-

ian traffic. To avoid the possibility of

delay, two routes were opened from

Cherbourg, France to the Allied logis-

tics base in Chartres, France. To keep

the operation running smoothly, one

road was used solely for arrivals and

the other for departures. As many as

140 trucks were on French roads si-

multaneously to supply United States’

General George S. Patton and his 3rd

Army (who were 560 kilometres

away with the US First Army). 

In November, 1944 the port in

Antwerp, Belgium was opened and

repairs to rail lines in France had been

made; thus, the Red Ball Express was

no longer needed. In total, approxi-

mately 412,000 tons of gasoline, oil,

ammunition, and medical supplies

were delivered to soldiers on the

frontlines. Although the Red Ball Ex-

press was formed after roughly 36

hours of brainstorming and lasted

only three months, it was an essential

part of the campaign in the European

Theatre. ●
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KEEPING UP WITH: SUB LT.

RYERSON FITZPATRICK

As many of you know, Ryerson left Windsor in May

of 2013 to pursue  his career in The Royal Canadian Navy

(The RCN). He had a huge send-off with many family,

friends and dignitaries attending. He even 

received a wonderful heartfelt and fond farewell letter

from the then Mayor Eddie Francis.

Ryerson left for the west coast driving his car and tak-

ing along his Grandfather and trusted mentor WWII Nor-

mandy Veteran Charles Davis. It was a great bonding

experience for both. They arrived in Victoria, B.C. and

then parted ways. Charles flew back to Windsor and Ry-

erson started his course.

In the interim while in Victoria, he married his fiancé

Jessica Hoang, who he met while they were both studying

at the University of Windsor, in July of last year.

Fast forward. After a year or so in Victoria, Ryerson

was sent to Halifax, N.S., where he trained and studied for

a year in Naval Combat Systems Engineering. That was a

year long course which Ryerson thoroughly enjoyed and

excelled in.

After completing the year long course in September

of this year, he had some time off and invited his Grand-

father Charles out to visit him and Jessica for a few weeks.

Charles without hesitation accepted the offer to fly out to

Halifax. Ryerson knew he would be graduating at that

time from his course, and possibly up for his promotion

while Charles was visiting. He asked Charles to bring his

Jacket with Medals, dress pants etc. and Military tie.

Charles brought it reluctantly, he’s a very modest man.

So Charles and Jessica attended the Graduation. After

they presented all of the Officers with their Graduation

Certificates, they then had a special certificate to present

for the “Top Student” out of the class of twenty four Of-

ficers.  Nobody knew who it was. They then announced

Ryerson’s name, he had no idea. To make it even sweeter,

they called Charles up and had him present Ryerson with

the Top Student Certificate. Ryerson was also given a Cer-

emonial Dagger from the Mexican Navy for Top Student. 

Afterwards in The Wardroom, Admirals and Officers

alike, came and spoke and showed their respects to

Charles. It was a great time had by all, celebrating, remi-

niscing, and I would be remiss if I didn’t mention a Toast

with some fine Scotch for the activities of the day. It cer-

tainly was a banner day by all accounts.

A week later, a private Ceremony took place in which

Ryerson was promoted from Acting Sub Lt. to Sub Lt.

Charles and Jessica were present and were asked to put

his new ranking shoulder boards on 

Ryerson’s uniform.

Although Ryerson’s parents, Dennis Fitzpatrick and

Terri Davis-Fitzpatrick and his sister Courtney Fitzpatrick

were unable to attend the ceremonies, they were cheering

from the sidelines and have been following his Military

career all along the way.

It goes without saying how very proud they all are of

their Son, Grandson and Brother. ●

“Contact, IED, Wait, Out”

by John Nayduk

During the winter of 2008-09 I was deployed to

Afghanistan as a tactical CIMIC operator.  In Army jar-

gon, CIMIC stands for Civil-Military Co-operation.  Our

job is to meet with the locals where ever we deploy and

see how we can help them out; a hearts and minds initia-

tive.  The theory being that we can win battles without fir-

ing a shot by influencing the locals to support our cause.

Most NATO countries use CIMIC teams wherever and

whenever they deploy.

It started as a routine patrol from the Kandahar

Provincial Reconstruction Team base in Kandahar City.

We left the Camp Nathan Smith and headed south through

the bustling district as we wound our way south to the

Dand District Centre for a meeting with the District

Leader.  He was a young man by Afghan standards for

such a high and important office.  By the time my partner,

Warrant Officer Barry Bastow and I had met the District

Leader, the Taliban had tried to assassinate him 3 times.

They would try two more times before the end of our tour. 

We left Camp Nathan Smith in a three vehicle convoy.

Two Light Armoured Vehicles, commonly called LAVs

and one RG31.  My partner stayed behind at Nathan Smith

doing some paperwork so I led the patrol.  We were the

middle vehicle in the convoy as it was deemed to be the

safest as the enemy targeted the CIMIC teams in Kanda-

har. 

As we moved out of the city and into the rural areas the

threat of Improvised Explosive Devises became more

prevalent.  The infantry soldier that we had as our escorts

would dismount from the LAVs and walk the sides of the

roads and into the ditches looking for anything out of the

ordinary.  The enemy had a habit of planting IEDs in culverts

and the sides of roads. 
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The patrol was moving slowly and as I was watching

the infantry carefully check each suspected IED site, one

fellow paused and bent over a little.  He immediately took

a few quick steps back.  The radio crackled to life “Con-

tact, IED!” 

Our drill in such a case calls for all guns to immedi-

ately swing out and we begin looking for “trigger men.”

Usually the enemy can see where the IEDs were placed

and someone will set off the explosion remotely using a

cell phone, electrical charge or a pull wire.  We try to find

these guys and prevent them from setting off the IED.  In

this case, we found no trigger man.  

We immediately radioed the PRT to report the IED

find and ask for the Quick Reaction Force and the Counter

IED Team for assistance.  The QRF and Counter IEM

Team arrived as quickly as they could.  We had cordoned

off an area to prevent anyone from getting hurt, should the

IED detonate. 

Once the QRF arrived, they beefed up our security

perimeter and the Counter IED Team began their work.

First they deployed their robot which they sent into the

culvert where the IED was found.  The layout of the cul-

vert prevented the robot from disarming the IED.  Only

one solution remained; someone had to put on the “bomb

suit” and go in to disarm it.  I do not know the name of

the soldier who did this very dangerous job but he crawled

into the culvert and disarmed the IED. 

Once it was made safe, he brought out three yellow

plastic jugs filled with homemade explosives made from

diesel fuel and fertilizer.  This IED would have destroyed

one of our vehicles.  The vigilance of our infantry protec-

tion group saved the day.  They are the unsung heroes of

our war in Afghanistan. ●

Wounded Incoming

by John Nayduk

It was a quiet day at Forward Operating Base Costel

in Spin Boldak District of Southern Kandahar Province.

Spin Boldak is on the Afghan/Pakistan border.  I had just

finished up a meeting when our local language assistant

received a phone call.  He turned a little pale as he told

me that a wounded boy was coming in who, they thought,

had been carrying an artillery shell when it went off.  Hav-

ing seen artillery explosions I knew he would be a mess.

We just had enough time to warn our U.S. Army friends

with whom we shared the FOB and get the Unit Medical

Station open before the casualty arrived. 

He was a 14 year old boy and it was obvious that he

suffered catastrophic wounds from an explosion.  I re-

member the smell of diesel fuel that emanated from his

body.  We saw blood staining his shirt so we ripped the

shirt open.  He had a large hole in his chest over his ster-

num.  Thinking he might have a sucking chest wound, I

quickly put my hand over the wound.  The medic checked

him out further to see if his ribs were broken.  He had

crude bandages applied and we had to remove them so

that we could see the wounds and treat them.  

This boy had a traumatic amputation of the left arm

just below the elbow.  Traumatic amputation is a nice way

of saying that his arm was ripped off his body by the force

of the explosion.  His right hand was shredded.  He also

had several other less serious wounds.  He was blinded by

the explosion and we suspected that he had burned his res-

piratory system.  Everyone attending paired up and treated

a different part of his body as he had been hurt so badly.

U.S. Army Sergeant McDermott and I tended to what was

left of his left arm. 

As this was happening, our communications team was

alerting the Trauma Hospital at Kandahar Airfield, the

large NATO base in Southern Afghanistan.  It took about

45 minutes for the helicopters to arrive as the med-evac

chopper needed two helicopter gunships for escort.  By

the time the choppers arrived, we had him bandages up

and ready for transport. 

Despite our best efforts, he died about two weeks later.

Before you start to feel too sorry for him, it was deter-

mined that he was making an Improvised Explosive De-

vice meant to kill one of us the next time we left our base

on a patrol.  IEDs were the cause of most of the Canadian

causalities during the war in Afghanistan.  That is the re-

ality of war. ●
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