
Summary of Political Effects of World War 1-1919-

Here were the State Borders in 1914 and in 1923.

Austria-Hungary-The Habsburg dynasty came
to an end and a Republic began. Hungary and
other provinces became independent.

France gained some territory from Germany and
gained mandates in the Middle East.

RUSSIAN

Belgium gained some territory from Germany in
Europe and Africa.

Germany ousted the Monarchy and became a
Republic; it lost its colonies in Africa and those
in the Pacific Ocean; some principalities joined
Denmark; some went to France.

Great Britain gained German colonies in Africa and the Far East and received man-
dates in the Middle East.

Italy gained some territory from Austria-Hungary, some territory from Albania and a
few islands in the Aegean Sea.

United States of America purchased the Danish West Indies from neutral
Denmark in 1917; Denmark, although it remained neutral, gained some terri-
tory from Germany but sold its Danish West Indies to the United States.

Canada gained a piece of France for its Vimy Memorial and South Africa
gained a mandate over South-west Africa while Australia and New Zealand
also gained some mandates over islands in the Pacific taken from Germany .
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The Balkans gained much territory from Aus-
tria-Hungary.

In Russia the Tsar was abolished and Com-
munists took over; the revolution made major
changes to the country.

The Ottoman Empire was dissolved and it be-
came a Republic called Turkey with the loss of
most of the area in Europe and the Middle East.



Other Effects of World War 1-1919 to 1924

From poison gas, the 'tommy' and machine guns, the armoured cars and tanks
and the airplane especially when combined with the aircraft carrier for longer
range man found new ways to kill each other. The action moved from the
open battlefields into the cities so that civilian casualties were greater than
military ones as bombing of cities became fashionable.

Women found that their skills could produce the weapons needed
by their men to fight, some could join the fighting directly or
through nursing. With their new responsibilities came to demand
to vote for all levels of government and equal rights.

While some form of income taxation has existed since ancient times including the
'tithing' concept the taxation of income became permanent in the United
States of America in 1913 while in Canada the "Temporary War Income Tax" was intro-
duced in 1917 and became permanent as well as a special tax on postage stamps.

"In August 1936, WINSTON CHURCHILL in a statement to William Griffin, edi-
tor of the New York Enquirer, is reported by the latter to have said that, "America
should have minded its own business and stayed out of the World War. If you had-
n't entered the World War, the Allies would have made peace with Germany in the
spring of 1917. Had we made peace then there would have been no collapse of
Russia followed by Communism, no breakdown in Italy followed by Fascism, and
Germany would not have signed the Treaty of Versailles, which has enthroned Na-
zism in Germany."

Quoted (except for items in italics below that are opinions of the writer) from page 359 of The Decisive
Battles of the Western World, Volume II, by Major General J. F. C. FULLER, reprinted by Granada Pub-
lishing Limited-1986 edition, published in 1970 by Paladin.

(It is easier to win a war but much more difficult to create a lasting peace. Failure to negotiate an equita-
ble peace sowed the seeds for the next conflict. Is "Unconditional Surrender" ever the best answer? The
Great War, a. k. a. The War to End All Wars was afailure to create a lasting peace.)

DJanuary ~ ~4W,
DJUly ~7

fdfu 4
(in mils.) ~ , f' ""~O ~8F2§.5

n ~ t ~n n Fl,.i 0' Iw ~r F h,~ 0.21 ~20.03

1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939

While some countries prospered from the con-
version of war production to consumer products
in some countries, such as Germany, Austria,
Italy and Russia, lack of capital and ruined
economies produced political changes to create
short-term prosperity with long-range adverse
implications.

The development of unemployment in Germany, 1918-39



The Treaty ofVersailles-1919

"On February 14 President WOODROW WILSON presents Covenant of League of Nations at the Paris
Peace Conference."

"March 15-American Legion Organized at Paris" " June 28-Peace Treaty is Signed at Versailles"

"September- WILSON tours country urging acceptance of League of Nations but Congress, especially the
Republican Senators, refuses approval and the United States of America does not become a Member of
the League of Nations." The Fourteen Points were:

1. There should be no secret alliances between countries
2. Freedom of the seas in peace and war
3. The reduction of trade barriers among nations
4. The general reductions of armaments
5. The adjustment of colonial claims in the interest of the inhabitants and of the colonial powers.
6. The evacuation of Russian territory and a welcome for its government to the society of nations
7. Restoration of Belgian territories in Germany
8. The evacuation of all French territory, including Alsace-Lorraine.
9. The readjustment ofItalian boundaries along clearly recognizable lines of nationality.
10. Independence of various national groups in Austria-Hungary.
11. The restoration of the Balkan nations and free access to the sea for Serbia.
12. Protection for minorities in Turkey and the free passage ofthe ships of all nations through the

Dardanelles.
13. Independence for Poland, including access to the sea.
14. A League of Nations to protect "mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integ-

rity to great and small nations alike."

However, when WILSON became sick at the beginning of the Conference French Chancellor Georges
Clemenceau changed a lot of the points including blaming Germany for the war and requiring Germa-
ny to pay reparations for the damage done, pensions to wounded soldiers and widows, etc. One of the
major reasons for rejection of the Treaty by the USA: They had been totally unprepared for war and
used French tanks and airplanes and had to rely on the British Navy. "The general reduction of arma-
ments" would have left them in a perilous position in a future conflict. Also WILSON wanted the
League of Nations to have power to send the U. S. into a war.



League of Nations-1920-1946

One of President WOODROW WILSON's "Fourteen Points" was the creation of
a "League of Nations to protect 'mutual guarantee of political independence and
territorial integrity to great and small nations alike".

The original major signatories included Canada, Great Britain, France, Italy, Poland,
Iran, India, Union of South Africa, Australia and New Zealand and others. Other na-
tions joined later including Germany and Japan in 1933 and Spain in 1939. Germany
withdrew after the Nazi party came to power. IUhht"bhh:2

President WILSON became sick at the beginning of the conference and while he
promoted the United States to join the Republican Senators refused to ratify its ad-
mission. One of the provisions of the League was a 'general reduction of arma-
ments'. The Unites States had been unprepared for war and relied on French tanks
and airplanes and also had to rely on the British navy for protection. Also WILSON
had wanted the League of Nations to be able to send the USA into a War. The USA
never became a member. One of its successes was the International Court of Justice
located at The Hague in The Netherlands but its other offices were in Switzerland.
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The League had no military power; it failed to
act in the Japanese invasion of Manchuria
(Manchukuo) in 1931, the invasion of Ethiopia
by Italy in 1935 and the re-occupation of the
Saar by Germany in 1935. It was formally dis-
solved on 18 April 1946.
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Austria-Hungary-Austria Part 1-1918-1924

On October 28, 1918 Czechoslovakia declared its independence.

Austria asked for an armistice that became effective on November 4, 1918.

The Czechs occupy Eastern Silesia that becomes split be-
tween Czechoslovakia and Poland.

Carpatho-Ukraine went to Czechoslovakia-no stamp is-
sued until annexed to Hungary in 1938

Carinthia was divided between Austria and Jugoslavia

Italy receives South Tyrol (Venezia Giulia-serifs on letters),

Trieste (no stamp),

Istria (Fiume, Rijeka=-occupied in 1919)

Dalmatia-no serifs on letters- from 1919 to 1922.



Austria-Hungary-Austria Part 2-1918-1924

On October 29 the southern Slav peoples declare their independence
and on December 1 they form Jugoslavia (Yugoslavia) to include the
following:

Serbia (Servia) with its King PETER in power over all:

Slovenia

Croatia

Dalmatia (after 1922-no stamp issued)

Montenegro

Bosnia and Herzegovina

King ALEXANDER succeeds in 1921.

KARL N of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, with his capital at Vienna
(Wien), abdicates on the 13th of November and ends the HABSBURG
hegemony over Europe that began in 1278 A. D. (C. E.). He also had the
title of Holy Roman Emperor that had the moral obligation to support the
Popes. Austria becomes a Republic.



Austria-Hungary-Hungary-1919 to 1924

On November 1, 1918 the Hungarian National Council declares its independence and
becomes a Republic with MIHAL Y KA.ROLYI, a supporter of the Entente, as Presi-
dent. He ordered the full disarmament of the Hungarian Army, leaving Hungary with-
out any national defence.

Romania took control of Transylvania and other parts of eastern Hungary, Czecho-
slovakia took control of the northern parts (also known as Upper Hungary), and a
joint Serbian and French army took control of the southern parts. In March 1919,
the Communists took power in Hungary. In April, BELA KUN proclaimed the
Hungarian Soviet Republic. KUN's government, despite some initial military sue- ,
cesses against the Czechoslovakian Army, the Romanian Army defeated KUN's

'?!"P'''P,,-,;,;' troops and took Budapest, ousting his regime.

A counterrevolutionary government (i. e. anti-Bolshevist) was formed which
asked Admiral MIKLOS HORTHY to take command of its forces in Szege-
din. When the Romanians evacuated Budapest in November 1919, Horthy
entered at the head of the National Army. On March 1, 1920 he became Re-
gent of the new Kingdom of Hungary but it never recognized CHARLES IV,
the previous Emperor as king.

In 1918, the Banat Republic was proclaimed in Timisoara (Temesvar) in October, and
the government of Hungary recognized its independence. However, it was short-
lived. After just two weeks, Serbian troops invaded the region, and that was the end
of the Banat Republic. In 1919 it was divided between the Kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes and Romania.

In 1920 the new stamps of the Kingdom of Hungary were used. On 4 June 1920, the
Treaty of Trianon was signed, which established new borders for Hungary. Hungary
lost 71% of its territory and 66% of its population. About one-third of the ethnic Hun-
garian population (3.4 of 10 million Hungarians) became minorities in neighboring
countries.

The West Ukrainian People's Republic was proclaimed on November 1, 1918.
The area contained about 60% Ukrainians, 25% Poles 12% Jews and others. Con-
flict erupted over the Poles and Ukrainians here and with the rest of the Ukraine.
Poland invaded and by July 1919, Polish forces took over most of the territory
claimed by the West Ukrainian People's Republic.



Austria-Hungary-Hungary-Occupation 1919 to 1924

The Hungarian National Council declared its independence from Austria on No-
vember 1, 1918. The Allies invaded Hungary:

Occupation by France

Occupation by Serbia

Occupation by Roumania-it gained much territory from Hungary.

1st Debrecen,1919

2nd Debrecen, 1920

Temesvar

1st Transylvania

2nd Transylvania

1st Baranya
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Serbia became the dominant entity that formed the Kingdom of the Serbs, Cro-
ats and Slovenes with King PETER I as its King that became Jugoslavia!
Yugoslavia in 1929 with King ALEXANDER.



France--1919-1924

France regained the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine from Germany. The
Occupation of the Ruhr (Valley) between January, 1923 and 1925 by troops
from France and Belgium was a response to the failure of the German Wei-
mar Republic under Chancellor WILHELM CUNO to pay reparations in the
aftermath of World War 1. The Allies felt that CUNO deliberately missed the
payments to test the will of the Allies to enforce the terms of the Treaty. The
French wanted payment in real assets (coal, timber) rather than inflated
marks. The French eventually accepted payment of reparations in new Ger-
man marks that were paid by 1927. No postage stamps were issued.

It received mandates from the League of Nations over Syria, Lebanon and sur-
rounding areas. The Mandate required these areas to become independent in
the future.
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The French Colonial Empire was the set of territories that were under French rule primarily from the 17th
century (SAMUEL de CHAMPLAIN in New France in 1608, now Canada) to the late 1960s. In the 19th and
20th centuries, the colonial empire of France was the second-largest in the world behind the British Empire.
The French colonial empire extended over 12,347,000 km2 (4,767,000 sq. miles) of land at its height in the
1920s and 1930s. Including metropolitan France, the total amount of land under French sovereignty reached
13,018,575 km2 (4,980,000 sq. miles) at the time, almost 1110 of the Earth's total land area. Note that some
areas are included in both the French and British Empires, i. e. Canada.
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Germany-1919-1924-Part 1

With Bulgaria, Turkey and Austria signing an armistice by November 4,
1918 Germany asked for an armistice on November 5.

Meanwhile on November 7 Munich, the capital of Bavaria, revolted and
formed its own Republic.

On November 9 the revolt spread to Berlin and caused Kai-
ser WILHELM II to resign. The armistice is signed effec-
tive November 11.

In February 1919 the Weimar Republic is formed with
FRIEDRICH EBERT as its first President followed by
PAUL von HINDENBERG and lasts to 1933.

WOODROW WILSON became ill; the United States of America did not approve the
terms of the Treaty of Versailles. France took over as chief negotiator of the Treaty and
blamed Germany for starting the War and demanded reparations. The payment of repa-
rations plus other factors caused hyperinflation in Germany from 1921 to 1923. Eventu-
ally you needed $4,200,000,000,000 German marks to equal US$I. The following eco-
nomic hardships spurred the rise of the Nazis to power.

The Occupation of the Ruhr (Valley) between January 1923 and 1925 by troops from France and Bel-
gium, was a response to the failure of the German Weimar Republic under Chancellor WILHELM CUNO
to pay reparations in the aftermath of World War I. The Allies felt that CUNO deliberately missed the
payments to test the will of the Allies to enforce the terms of the Treaty. The French wanted payment in
real assets (coal, timber) rather than inflated marks. The French eventually accepted payment of repara-
tions in new German marks that were paid by 1927.

The "Beer Hall Putsch" was a failed attempt at
revolution that occurred between the evening
of 8 November and the early afternoon of 9
November 1923, when Nazi Party leader
ADOLF HITLER, General ERICH LUDEN-
DORFF, the last commander of the Germany
Army in the War and other heads of the
Kampfbund unsuccessfully tried to seize power
in Munich, Bavaria, Germany.
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Germany-1919-1924-Part 2

The terms of the Peace of Versailles effective January 10, 1920 proved very harsh for Germany. It lost
13% of its territory.

Germany lost its colonies in Africa to Britain, France, Belgium and
Portugal and those in the Pacific to Japan and Britain. See sepa-
rate pages within the major battles of World War 1.

The only Ally (Entente) country to occupy Germany was Bel-
gium and it received Eupen and Malmedy. (right above)

Northern Schleswig, Zone 1, joined Denmark
while the South remained with Germany (left).

Saar was administered by the League of Nations for the benefit of France to obtain coal
and timber instead of inflating German marks after France and Belgium invaded from
1923 to 1925.

Memel was occupied by both Germany and France and
was to be independent. It was invaded by Lithuania in
1923 and in 1924 became a semi-autonomous district of
Lithuania.

Marienwerder joined Germany

Allentstein joined Germany

Upper Silesia was divided between Poland and
Germany
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Danzig was occupied by Germany and
became a Free City.

Bavaria had declared itself a separate Republic in 1919 but rejoined Germa-
ny in 1920.

Wurttemberg gave up its postal authority in 1902 but official stamps were
issued until 1923 in both communal and state authorities.

For many years people migrated to other countries seeking a better life. Wars introduce a number of is-
sues-those living in a country at war with their mother country and what to do with them after the war
ends-assimilate with the host country or encourage voluntary or forced repatriation. There were millions
of 'displaced persons' after World War 1 especially in Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia as well as
millions of war prisoners if they survived the brutalities of war.



Britain ••tu_

The Near Middle East was divided between Palestine and Jordan (Trans-
Jordan. As a result of aid from the Jews in the area during World War 1,
the BALFOUR Declaration of 1917 promised a Jewish State by 1948
(Israel). In 1948 the United Nations General Assembly divided Palestine
between a Jewish State and an Arab State but civil war developed)

The British Empire comprised the dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates and other territories ruled or
administered by the United Kingdom. It originated with the overseas colonies and trading posts established
by England in the late 16th (Newfoundland in 1582, was the first) and early 17th centuries. At its height, it
was the largest empire in history and, for over a century, was the foremost global power. By 1922 the British
Empire held sway over about 458 million people, one-fifth of the world's population at the time. The empire
covered more than 33,700,000 km" (13,012,000 sq mi), almost a quarter of the Earth's total land area. At the
peak of its power it was often said that "the sun never sets on the British Empire" because its span across the
globe ensured that the sun was always shining on at least one of its numerous territories.

Great Britain-1919-1924

Britain shared in the takeover of the German colonies in both Africa and in
the Pacific.

Egypt became a protectorate and the Sudan also with the Egypt.

It gained Cyprus directly from the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) and
had mandates over much of the Ottoman Empire in the Middle
East shown on the pages of Turkey. The Mandates required
these areas to become independent in the future.
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Italy-1919-1924

The secret Treaty of London specified the territorial gains by Italy if it left the Triple Alliance with Austria
and Germany and joined the Triple Entente with Britain, France and Russia. It as agreed to on 4-5 Septem-
IIII--- ••.•• ally signed on 26 April 1915 when Italy declared war on Austria. usUJ 2se2' $ 4

In 1919 GABRIELE d'ANNUNZIO occupies the
Fiume area, part of former Hungary in the Adriatic
that was also claimed by Jugoslavia. It became a
Free City and became part ofItaly in 1924.

In 1921 Dalmatia, an area on the northwestern part of former Aus-
tria-Hungary in the upper part of the Adriatic Sea, was occupied by
Italy. Part of this area had been occupied by Italy in 1914 such as
Scutari and Durazzo. Venezia Giulia was reunited with Italy.

The Fascist Party was formed in 1921. On October 28, 1922 BENI-
TO MUSSOLINI organizes his 'brown shirts' and marches on
Rome; VITTORIO EMMANUELE III allows him to form a cabinet'

Castellorizo, near the Island of Rhodes had been occupied by France in 1915, part ofthe
Gallipoli Campaign and was ceded to Italy in 1922. aSh jjJJ

Saseno, occupied by Italy in 1914 was formally ceded to Italy in 1923.

The Greek Island of Corfu had been used to house Serbian military refugees when
Austria conquered Serbia and was ceded to Italy in 1923.

The Island of Rhodes and the Aegean Is-
lands taken from the Turks in 1912 were
formally ceded to Italy.

Italy was promised a share of the German colonies in Africa for entering the war. In
1924 Britain allocated the territory of Oltre Giuba (Italian Jubaland) to Italy that be-
came part of Italian Somaliland.

As expected Italy did not get the share of the booty that it was promised and much of
its gains were given back either before or after World War 11.



Italy-1912-1914-Aegean Islands-Dodecanese

The islands were seized by Italy in the War with
Turkey of 1911-1912. They were formally ced-
ed to Italy after World War 1. (An empire can
appear large by the issue of separate stamps for
each island.)

Calimno

Caso

Cos

Karki

Leros

Lipso

Nisiros

Patmos

Piscopi

Rodi

Scarpanto

Simi

Stamp alia

11 TAL Y

The Aegean Sea before 1914



Russia-Civil War-1918-1924-Summary

This brutal and destructive War cost an estimated 13
million lives, many of which were lost as a result of fam-
ine caused by the extensive disruption to food supplies
that reduced production to one-seventh of 1914 levels.
Note that Russia had lost Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithu-
ania, Poland and parts of its own territory to the Treaty
of Brest-Litovsk with Germany. At the end of 1918 the
Russians were in danger of losing control of Russia.
That they eventually won the Civil War was partly
thanks to the strength and unity of the Bolsheviks' unity,
but also to the division among their enemies.

The counterrevolutionary leaders of 1918 had included
socialists and others opposed to the Bolsheviks, none of
whom had any experience at military leadership under
the banner as 'White Russians" against the Bolshevik as
'Red Russians'. The Civil War began in April, 1918.
The map at the right shows the belligerent parties includ-
ing Canadians and Americans at Archangel and Onega.
Note that in addition to the countries that had declared
independence from Russia the Entente (Allies in the
West) sent grossly insufficient troops and naval forces of
about 255,000 to attempt to restore Tsar NICHOLAS II.

"Volga Famine Relief-1921"

In July, 1918 all Allies but France withdrew aid to the White Russians in order to defeat the
Central Powers on the western front. In July the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic
("RSFSR") was formed. Tsar NICHOLAS II and his family were killed on July 17,1918.

"This stamp commemorated severing the chain of bondage"

The Russian armies made major gains in 1919 and were led by Commissar
LEON TROTSKY and Marshal MICHAEL TUKHACHEVSKY. They at-
tacked Poland in 1920 and at the Battle of Warsaw Polish Marshal JOSEF
PILSUDSKI repels the Red Russians and Europe is saved from the Com-
munist invasion.

TUKHACHEVSKI then concentrates on recovering lost territory that lasts onto
1923. In 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is formed.

"New Russia Triumphant"
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Russia-Civil War-1919-1924-North andNorthwest

After the October Revolution YEVGENY MILLER fled to Archangelsk and declared himself Governor-
General of Northern Russia. In May 1919 Admiral ALEKSANDR KOLCHAK appointed him to be in
charge of the White army in the region. In Archangelsk, Murmansk and Olonets his anti-Bolshevik army was
supported by the Entente, mostly British forces. However, after an unsuccessful advance against the Red Ar-
my along the Northern Dvina in the summer of 1919, British forces withdrew from the region and Miller's
men faced the enemy alone. In February 1920, General Miller was evacuated from Archangelsk for Norway
and British forces also evacuated. The YEVGENY MILLER seven stamps were never put in use.

Finland had become independent in December 1917.
Finland supported the attacks on Petrograd by General
NIKOLAI YUDENICH from liberated Estonia with sup-
port from Britain. Early successes in October 1919 were
thwarted when TROTSKY armed the civilians and re-
pulsed YUDENICH'S Army of the Northwest. The
Finns did occupy the town of "Aunus" or "Olonets" for
some time in 1919. • ••••••

North Ingermanland lying in north Russia between the River Neva and
Finland enjoyed a short period of independence from Russia in 1920.

Karelia lying in northwestern Russia enjoyed a short independence
from Russian for a short time from late 1921 into early 1922.

Latvia formed a Republic in November 1918. Russia occupied
Latvia in 1919. Baltic German volunteers captured Riga from the
Red Latvian Riflemen on 22 May 1919, but the Estonian 3rd Di-
vision defeated them a month later, aiding to establish the Repub-
lic of Latvia in power that had the First National Assembly in
1920 (at right).

Lithuania formed a Republic on December 17, 1917. It partici-
pated in the attacks on the Red Russians in 1918. Memel had sep-
arated from Germany by the Treaty of Versailles. In 1921 Lithua-
nia forcibly occupied Memel and it became a semi-autonomous
part of Lithuania in 1924.

As many as 50 German divisions took part in defending against
the Bolshevik forces and attempting to retain the area awarded to
Germany by the Treaty of Brest-Litowsk (Brest-Litovsk) although
another 40 divisions had been released for the German Spring Of-
fensive of March 1918.



Russia-Civil War-1919-1924-Ukraine and South Russia

The Ukraine had declared its independence on June 22, 1918. The Entente landed
troops and sent naval forces to the Crimea led by General PYOTR WRANGEL and
made substantial gains in 1918 clearing most of the Ukraine. In early 1919 the Bol-
sheviks led by ANTONOV-OVSEENKO captured Kiev. LENIN set up a 'shadow
government that led to Civil War in the Ukraine that went into 1921. WRANGEL
was forced to evacuate his troops to Serbia and Turkey but continued fighting the
Red Russian elsewhere. In 1923 the Ukraine is reunited with the USSR.

"WRANGEL stamps of Russia and Ukraine used by
refugees in Serbia and Turkey in 1921 (at left) and of
the Russian Company of Navigation and Trade that
transported much of the mails from and to Odessa (at
right)."

South Russia covers the area in South Russia between the Black and
Caspian Seas. In April 1918 a Volunteer Army of 'Whites' captured
Yekaterinodar (Krasnodar). However, its leader LAVR KORNILOV
was killed a week later. A provisional government was set up and
maintained by his successor General ANTON DENIKIN in opposition
to the Bolsheviks. The forces included the DON COSSACKS (at left),
the KUBAN COSSACKS (at right) and sympathetic Russian peoples in
the area. In October together with General P. N. KRASNOV, leader of
the KUBAN COSSACKS, DENIKIN made substantial gains in 1918
and into early 1919 as far as Kharkov and Be1gorod; had liberated Kiev,
Orel, Voronezh and Tsaritsyn. The French landed troops at Odessa in
April 1919 but evacuated without doing any fighting as had Britain re-
treated from a number of fronts including South Russia.

In summer of 1919 TROTSKY realized that if WRANGEL and DENI-
KIN joined forces they would march to take Moscow. He concentrated
his forces against KOLCHAK and the 'White' COSSACKS in Central
Siberia (at right); defeated them and they began their retreat eastward
and then sent massive forces against DENIKIN (at left). By October
TUKHACHEVSKY attacked DENIKIN and defeated him. The Red Ar-
my recaptured Kiev on 17 December and the defeated Cossacks fled ••-----ZZ·
back towards the Black Sea. WRANGEL replaced DENIKIN and con-
tinued fighting. However, by 14 November 1920 WRANGEL had to
retreat to Constantinople. Thus ended the struggle of Reds and Whites
in Southern Russia.



The Caucasus are Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia and are locat-
ed to the south of South Russia. The forces there included Ger-
mans, Turks, British and the forces of the above three states.
These drove the Soviets out of Baku by July of 1918.

Russia-Civil War-1919-1924-The Caucasus

The three attempted to remain outside the
USSR in 1923 and united as the Transcauca-
sian Federated Republics but were soon reu-
nited with Russia.

Ukraine and South Russia within black line.

Batum became independent by the Treaty of Brest-Litowsk on
June 4, 1918. The stamp on left was issued in 1919. Britain occu-
pied the area in 1919, being the stamp on the right. The British
27th division withdrew on 14 July 1920 and Batum joined the So-
viet Socialist Republic of Georgia.

Georgia became independent on 26 May 1918. It became a Na-
tional Republic in 1919, being the stamp on the left. In 1922 it
became the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia, being the stamp ft, MS $ US u.
on the right. Georgia is the birthplace of JOSEF STALIN.

Azerbaijan became independent on 28 May 1918. It
became a National Republic in 1919, being the stamp on
the left. In 1922 it became the Soviet Socialist Republic
of Azerbaijan, being the stamp on the right.

Armenia became independent on 28 May 1918. It became a
National Republic in 1919 and included a large area of North-
east Turkey, being the stamp on the left. In 1921 the northern
part became the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia, being
the stamp on the right, while the southern part was returned to
Turkey.

The Caucasus within the red line. The war year of 1918



Russia-Civil War-1919-1924-Siberia and the Far East

Siberia-In November 1918 Admiral ALEKSANDR KOLCHAK became the Supreme
Ruler of the 'White' forces against Bolshevism with his capital at Omsk. After a number
of successes the Bolsheviks were expelled from Siberia with some help from the Czecho-
slovak Legion. However, in the summer of 1919 MIKHAlL TUKACHEVSKY defeated
his forces in Central Siberia and survivors retreated towards the east.

The Czechoslovak Legion were originally dissident Austro-
Hungarian forces who hated the Emperor and many decided to
surrender to the Russians and become supporters of Russia.
When the Russian Civil War began France attempted to repatri-
ate them by evacuation from Archangel as the Germans would
not permit them to return through their territory. They were

,.-

forced to retreat to Vladivostok and supported the Whites along
the way and controlled the railway. The stamps were issued for
mail of the Legion and the local population in 1919 and 1920.

"Authentic stamps at right are perforated 11 112 whereas the re-
mainders, like this at left, are perforated 14."

The Far Eastern Republic was a short-lived inde-
pendent government established in 1920 until it was
reunited with Siberia and the Soviets in 1923.
Stamps were issued at V1adivostok, Blagovesh-
chenk, and Chita. Some areas were occupied by
General GRlGORY SEMENOV.

Tannu Tuva was occupied by the Bolsheviks in 1920 and formed a Republic in 1921.
An agreement with Mongolia formed a Republic in 1926 to settle a dispute between
Russia and China but it decided to rejoin Russia in 1933 as the Tuva Autonomous So-
viet Socialist Republic. Stamps were issued between 1926 and 1933.

During the collapse of the Qing ("Ching" Dynasty in 1911, Mongolia declared independ-
ence, but had to struggle until 1921 to firmly establish de facto independence from the
Republic of China. The country came under strong Russian and Soviet influence; in
1924, the Mongolian People's Republic was declared. I



Russia-Civil War-1919-1924-Poland

The area called Poland today was under Russian dominion in 1914. Russia had
issued this one stamp, on piece, in 1860 and reverted to stamps of Russia in 1865.

The Congress of Vienna of 1815 reaffirmed the split of the territory between Rus-
sia and Austria-Hungary and gave Congress Poland more autonomy and its own
army. However, a revolt in 1830-1 was suppressed, dissidents were exiled to
France and Russia imposed new hardships.

Poland was the corridor in the north between Russia and Germany and
Austria-Hungary. As soon as World War 1 began Germany invaded
Poland and issued the stamp on the left in 1915. In 1916-17 it issued
the stamp on the right and was referred to as the New Kingdom of Po-
land, sometimes, with the capital in Warsaw.

With the collapse of Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1918,
JOSEF PILSUDSKI is released from prison and becomes head of
the new Republic of Poland. Poland issued its own issue in 1918,
at left, and also used occupation stamps overprinted, at right.

PILSUDSKI expands his terri-
tory in 1918 to Lublin on Aus-
trian military stamps, at left,
and in 1919 includes Cracow
on Austrian stamps, at right;
in 1919 its own stamp again,
at right and Posen (Poznan) on
German stamps, at right.

)

PILSUDSKI recognized the Bolshevik threat. In April 1919 he
joins on the side of the White Russians and invades Lithuania, no
stamps issued, and in April/May invades Western Ukraine, at left,
and had reached Kiev. General LUCIEN ZELIGOWSKI recaptured
Central Lithuania, at right, for Poland in early 1920.

While the White Russians had made- gains in 1918 and early 1919 on all sides of
the Bolsheviks. North and South Poland is united by a National Assembly in 1919,
PILSUDSKI at right. The Bolsheviks counterattacked on all fronts from mid 1919
and pushed most of the occupiers back. By June of 1920 the Red Russians had
pushed Polish forces out of Russia and invaded Poland leading to the Battle of
Warsaw



Russia-Civil War-1919-1924

Poland -Battle ofWarsaw-Part 1

In 1914 JOSEF PILSUDSKl anticipated the outbreak of a
European war, the Russian Empire's defeat by the Central
Powers, and the Central Powers' defeat by the Western
Powers. He was the leader of the Polish Socialist Party.
When World War I broke out, he and his Polish Legions
fought alongside the Austro-Hungarian and German Em-
pires to win independence from Russia.

In 1917, with Russia faring badly in the war, he withdrew
his support from the Central Powers.

After gaining independence in November 1918
PILSUDSKl united Northern and Southern Poland by 1919.
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He attacked the Bolsheviks in Western Ukraine and Lithua-
nia. The Bolsheviks counter-attacked from mid 1919;
pushed the Poles out and attacked into Poland.
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Polish initial forces were 113,000 to 123,000; the Bolsheviks 104,000 to
140,000 plus British and French armaments rounded up from the defeat
of DENIKIN in South Russia and KOLCHAK in East Russia.

The Battle of Warsaw was fought from August 12-25, 1920 as Red Ar-
my forces, commanded by MIKHAIL TUKHACHEVSKY in the West
and ALEXANDER YEGOROV, including Commissar JOSEF STALIN in
the South West, attacked the Polish capital of Warsaw and the nearby
Modlin Fortress. Units of the Russian Army reached within 13 kilome-
tres (8 miles) of Warsaw; PILSUDSKl advised the Polish government
to evacuate to Lodz and all foreign observers felt Poland was on the
verge of collapse.

At STALIN's orders the Red Army in the south led by YEGOROV that
was to attack Warsaw from the south was directed to attack Lwow
(Lviv) halting the advance on Warsaw from the South, likely a critical
error. It is thought that STALIN wanted a personal victory.



The Battle of Komarow was one of the most important battles of the Polish-
Bolshevik War. It took place on August 31, 1920, near the village of Komarowo
(now Komarow) near Zamosc. It was the biggest cavalry battle in the history of war
since 1813 and the last great battle of any significance in which cavalry was used as
such and not as mounted infantry.

The Battle of Komarow was a complete disaster for the Russian 1st Cavalry Army,
which sustained heavy casualties and barely avoided being outflanked. After the
battle, the morale of the 1st Cavalry Army collapsed, and the army which was once
the most feared of the Soviet troops was no longer considered an effective fighting
force. The Political Commissars were JOSEPH STALIN and KLIMENT VOROSHI-
LOV, at left.

Russia-Civil War-1919-1924

Poland -Battle ofWarsaw-Part 2

Poland launched a counter-attack on August 14
near Warsaw but also from the south and made
fast victories. The disorganized Red Armies
began retreating and finally were routed.
Polish casualties to August 25 were 4,500
killed, 22,000 wounded and 10,000 missing;
Bolsheviks 15,000 to 25,000 killed, 10,000
wounded (unlikely) and 66,000 prisoners plus
30,000-40,000 disarmed in East Prussia plus
231 guns, 1,023 machine guns and 10,000 am-
munition and supply wagons.

PILSUDSKl then made further advances reach-
ing Minsk in the north and as far as Kiev in the
south taking another 50,000 prisoners and an-
other 160 guns.
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1920

By October 18, the fighting was over, and on March 18, 1921, the Treaty of Riga
was signed, ending hostilities.

Poland saved Western Europe from the Bolshevik invasion and more than doubled
its territory from that of 1917.

Poland enjoyed almost 20 years of freedom until once again being invaded by Ger-
many and the Soviet Union in September 1939.



Turkey-1918 to 1924-Part 1

On July 3, 1918 Sultan MOHAMMED VI ascends to the throne on
the death of MOHAMMED V.

"Overprint read, 'Accession to the Throne of His Majesty, 3rd July
1334-1918'"

On October 30, 1918 Turkey, with the Mesopotamia and Palestine
fronts in peril, signed an armistice with the Allies.

Since Russia had pulled out of Armenia on the northeast Armenia
declared its independence and Kurdistan (no Stamp issued) in the
southeast did likewise in northeast Turkey.

Turkey signed the Treaty of Versailles but its Parliament did not ap-
prove its terms:

Allied occupation of Eastern Thrace and Greece occupation of West-
em Thrace and part of Aegean Islands went to Greece

Rhodes and Dodecanese Islands went to Italy

Syria (including Lebanon) and Cilicia went to France as well as

Alexandretta (later became Hatay in 1938 and transferred to Turkey in
1939); and Alaouites (became Latakia in 1930 andjoined Syria in 1936).

Mesopotamia was mandated to Britain and split into Iraq, Palestine,
Transjordan that became Jordan (the Balfour Declaration of 1917 specified
that a homeland would be found for the Jews in Palestine.)

Iraq was formed in 1918. Kuwait was formed in 1923.



Turkey-1919 to 1924-Part 2

British Protectorates over Hejaz captured by IBN SAUD in 1916 (that later becomes
Saudi Arabia together with the Kingdom of Nejd)

Cyprus (1878) and Egypt (1882) become part of the British Empire-
previously had agreements with Turkey who had de jure control

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan is a Condominium (joint control)

Armenia including portions in Russia were to be autono-
mous. KAZIM KARABEKIRS reunites southern Armenia
to Turkey and the northern part returns to Russia. MUSTA-
FA KEMAL (later KEMAL ATATURK) led the National
movement in 1920 and issues the "Turkey In Asia" stamps.
The stamp at right shows two Turks (or a Turk and a Rus-
sian) shaking hands, one pointing to a burning village at the
top of the stamp. Would you think this has anything to do
with the alleged genocide committed in Armenia?

Turkey settles its eastern borders with the Transcaucasian
Federated Republics, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan;
France is forced from Cilicia, the southern part of Turkey
in 1921.

Egypt becomes an independent kingdom in 1922.

Greece had been promised by Britain more of Turkish Territory and
invaded Turkey to get it. The Battle of Sakarya of August 23 to Sep-
tember 13, 1921 is considered the turning point in the Greco-Turkish
War of 1920-22. It began the retreat of the Greek forces from Tur-
key, back to its prewar boundary with it.

In November, 1922 the Ottoman Sultanate is formally dissolved.
Turkey becomes a Republic with KEMAL ATATURK as its first
President. The Treaty of Lausanne of 1923 set the modem borders
of Turkey.



The Conclusion or What Goes Around Comes Around

The following are merely opinions of the writer and are not summarized
from someone else's opinions.

Russia supported Serbia and likely instigated that government to have
the 'black hand' group convince GA VRlLO PRlNCIP to assassinate
Archduke FERDINAND and his wife Sophia on June 28, 1914 that pro-
vided the spark to ignite World War 1.

NICHOLAS 11, was deposed and the Bolshevik/Communists took over Russia and its
subordinated States. It also lost much of its territory. The Civil War devasted Rus-
sia. Serbia provided the spark but it was part of the Entente/Allies and it received the
most territory when it became the head of the States that became Yugoslavia.

Austria-Hungary was refused PRINCIP and declared war on Serbia. It became the
biggest loser in territory with the breakup of the Holy Roman Empire as Austria be-
came a small Republic. Italy's gained some territory but hard times from the costs of
the War resulted in Fascism with BENITO MUSSOLINI coming to power.

Germany was anxious to expand its empire both in Europe and Africa. It was a big
loser and lost its colonies and some territory. It had spawned Communism (KARL
MARX and FRIEDRICH ENGELS) and smuggled LENIN into Russia to force the rev-
olution and take Russia out of the War. Kaiser WILHELM 11was deposed and Germa-
ny became a Republic. Hard times brought Nazism into power and Russia became its

fiercest and costliest enemy in World War 2 and thereafter In the Cold War to 1991.

Bulgaria and Turkey were somewhat forced into the War but while Bulgaria lost
little, Turkey lost its possessions in Africa, the Middle East and some territory in
Europe. The Sultan was deposed and it became a Republic ending the Ottoman Em-
pire that began in 1071 A. D. (c. E.). The Civil War that resulted in forming Tur-
key brought much hardships in the area.

The United States of America's WILSON and his fourteen points spawned the Treaty
of Versailles but WILSON's illness and withdrawal put France, primarily, to dictate
the terms on Germany, and Britain concurred The inequitable peace produced hard-
ships in Germany and developed Nazism that eventually led into World War 2.

The Congress of the United States of America did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles as
they could not accept the disarmament provisions since they had been ill prepared for
the War. Accordingly they, and others, did not become members of the League of Na-
tions that contributed significantly to the failure of that organization to prevent World
War 2 especially to curb the expansionism of Japan. It proved again that it is easier to
win a war than it is to create a peace.
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Please accept my apology to anyone that I may have left out unintentionally.

WARNING:

Much of the material is subject to copyright protection.

ENJOY:

This exhibit has been prepared from sources believed to be reliable. Please recognize that different au-
thors especially those from both sides of a conflict may present a different reason for the causes and con-
sequences of a conflict. It is intended to present highlights, to entertain, and to inspire further study of
this period and not intended to be totally comprehensive.
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