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lest we forget
Pause for a silent moment to remember 
the men and women who have served, 

and continue to serve our country, 
during times of war, conflict and peace.
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Proud to host the 2012 Veterans’ Family Day
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Honouring our veterans: Matthew 
Pritchard, The Windsor Star - Letter to the 
Editor; Published Saturday, Feb. 11, 2012.

On Sunday, Jan. 22, I had the privi-
lege of attending a special dinner held 
at the Hungarian Hall that honoured 
the Second World War veterans who 
were part of the Italian Campaign.

Since last spring, I have been a 
writer and student volunteer for the 
Windsor Historical Society - Veterans 
Memories Project, which has given me 
a chance to meet many of the brave 
men and women who served our great 
nation. I have met great individu-
als such as Larry Costello and Dann 
Bouzide and his family, who represent 
the directors of the organization.

They worked along with a team 
of great volunteers to honour these 
veterans and organized and put on this 
great tribute to our Canadian veterans 
who served in the Italian Campaign.

The dinner was a great success as 
they were able to finally show the 
much needed respect and gratitude 
that the (often neglected by history) 
Italian Campaign veterans deserved.

I was able to work closely with three 
of these veterans: Stan Scislowski, 
Ralph Mayville and Leonard Timothy.

These men are the finest examples of 
Canadian citizens and are truly Cana-
dian heroes. It was nice to see that 
these men and all of the veterans who 

attended finally received the thank 
you that they so greatly deserved.

I want to thank all veterans, as I am 
reminded of you every day as I enjoy 
my rights and freedoms that you so 
bravely protected.

MATTHEW PRITCHARD, Univer-
sity of Windsor, student volunteer  

Veterans Speak to Massey Students: Emily 
Baker, The Windsor Star - Letter to the Editor; 

Published: May 30, 2012

Thursday the 24th of May, a panel 

of nine local WWII veterans visited 
Massey secondary school to speak to a 
group of 500 history students. 

The Windsor Historical Society, 
Massey history teacher Ken Garlick 
and principal Melissa Nantais facili-
tated the event.

The presentation included personal 
accounts from the veterans’ unique 
experiences in the Canadian mili-
tary during a pivotal time in human 
history. There was also tribute video 
played from the students of Massey 

350 businesses in the Town of Tecumseh.
Visit our directory on tecumsehbia.com

Many thanks to our local 
veterans - true heroes.

A year with The Windsor Historical Society
Highlights from 2012 

See Veterans on page 9

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM

http://www.tecumsehbia.com/
http://www.tarasnatyshak.com/
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secondary explaining what freedom 
means to them and a presentation 
from Tony Mancinone on the history 
of the Canadian involvement in the 
1943-45 Italian Campaign.

  As the Veterans recounted action-
packed memories, some humor-
ous and some sad, students listened 
intently, showing the utmost respect 
through their interest and pin-drop 
silence. At the end of the presenta-
tion, the veterans sat amongst the 
students, and students had the oppor-
tunity to ask questions to the veterans 
about their wartime experiences.  The 
event, a part of the Windsor Historical 
Society - Veterans Memories Project, 
was a wonderful opportunity for veter-
ans to educate the younger generation 
on the cost of freedom in Canada, in a 
way that made their history textbooks 
come to life.

EMILY BAKER, University of 
Windsor, student volunteer 

New Canadian Centre of Excellence 
July 16

 On July 16, 2012 five local Veter-
ans were present at the New Cana-
dian Centre of Excellence on Ouel-
lette Avenue.  The Windsor Historical 
Society arranged for Larry Costello, 
Paul Laforet, Eric Cross, Jim Jack and 

Mike Akpata to speak to a group of 
forty new Canadians between the ages 
of 12-25.   Each veteran shared stories 
from their experience in the military, 
whether it was WWII, peacekeep-
ing during the Cold War, or as recent 
as Mike Akpata’s tour in Afghani-
stan.  Though each Veteran had very 
different experiences to share, there 
were common themes between each 
of them. Each Veteran welcomed 
these new, young immigrants to their 
new home. They emphasized that 
becoming a Canadian also creates an 
obligation of its citizens; our rights 
and freedoms must be defended.   As 
Afghanistan Veteran Mike Akpata 
said, “In this country, be anything; 
succeed, achieve, but remember this: 
somebody paid a price.” 

Veterans Memories Project 
Video Documentary, August 2 

The set: the Hungarian Cultural 
Centre, Mindzenti Hall. The date: 
August 2. The cast: 14 local WWII, 
Korean War, Cold War and Afghani-
stan veterans. The project: the Windsor 
Historical Society’s Veterans Memo-
ries Project largest video recording, 
resulting in an 80 minute educational 
documentary. The video centres on 
several important themes, one being 
why it is so important for Veterans to 
share their stories.  This summer the 
Windsor Historical Society embarked 
on a major filming project which 
occupied much of the time and energy 
of WHS’s summer staff. Under direc-
tion of film student Danielle Bastien, 
and other crew members Emily Baker 
and Christian Harrison, a marathon 
10 hours of filming took place. WHS 
co-ordinator Dann Bouzide intends 
to market this educational product to 
the school boards, and footage from 
the film will be showcased at Veterans 
Family Day on November 11. 

The Windsor Historical Society 
is grateful to the participants of this 
whirlwind day, especially the senior 
Veterans and our tireless crew. WHS

Veterans Memories Project
(Continued from page 5)
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The Italian campaign was the next 
major action by the Canadian 

Army after the disaster at Dieppe in 
August 1942. The forays into Sicily in 
July 1943, mainland Italy in September 
1943, and subsequent battles paved 
the way for the invasion of Normandy, 
France on D-Day, June 6, 1944. Of 
course, the Canadian Navy escorted 
supply ships across the Atlantic with 
the assistance of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force which was also active from 
the Battle of Britain onward.

Hitler achieved great success with 
the invasion of the Soviet Union in 
June 1941. While Stalin succeeded 
in relieving Moscow in late 1941, 
the Axis force still lay siege to Lenin-
grad (Saint Petersburg) and occupied 
most of Russia. He asked Winston 
Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to open a second front in Europe. The 
result was the ill-conceived, poorly 
planned, inadequately approved and 
under supported disaster called the 
Raid on Dieppe in August, 1942.

The Allies concluded that a better 
approach would be to clear the Axis 
forces from North Africa and the Medi-
terranean Sea. The Royal Air Force, 
including some Canadians operating 
out of Malta, destroyed 80 per cent 

of German supplies and reinforce-
ments during August and September 
of 1942. In early November the British 
had beaten Rommel’s Afrikakorps at El 
Alamein and chased it 2,500 kilome-
tres westward. The Allies landed troops 
in northwest Africa, called Operation 
Torch, and moved eastward to trap the 
Germans and their allies in Tunisia, 
causing their surrender in June, 1943. 
The Canadian Navy and Air Force 
supported this and future actions.

On September 3 the British 8th 
Army including Canadians landed 
in the toe of Italy while the U.S. Fifth 
Army with some British and Cana-
dians landed further up the coast 
at Salerno. Italy capitulated on the 
September 8. The British and Canadi-
ans also landed at Taranto and Brindisi 
and moved up the east coast of Italy, 
crossed the Sangro River and arrived 
at Ortona. The Fifth Army move up 
the west coast, passed Naples and 
reached south of Monte Cassino. The 
Canadians received great acclaim by 
clearing the Ortona salient by the end 
of December 1943 and chasing the 
Germans toward Monte Cassino. The 
Allied advance had stalled at Cassino. 
The First Special Forces Brigade 
(which the Germans called the Devil’s 

Brigade) won several important forti-
fied hills near Cassino.

A surprise landing further north at 
Anzio in late January also stalled. The 
Brigade suffered greatly at the Battle of 
Cisterna near Anzio. Finally, on May 
18 the 1st Canadian Division together 
with a British Armoured Brigade, 
the Three Rivers Brigade and the 
Free Polish Forces in Italy forced the 
collapse of this Gustav Line of defence 
and pushed the Nazis from Cassino 
toward Rome. The next German 
defensive position was the Hitler/
Senger Line south of Rome.

Mussolini was captured and 
executed on April 28 and the Germans 
agreed to a ceasefire; Hitler committed 
suicide on April 30 and the German 
forces in Italy formally surrendered 
on May 2. Elsewhere, the war ended 
on May 8/9, 1945.

To suggest that the Italian Campaign 
was a picnic and that the Canadians 
in Italy were “D-Day Dodgers” simply 
ignores the reality of the first major 
victories in the West while our Soviet 
Allies were pushing the Germans out 
of Russia. Allied casualties in Italy 
were 313,000, of which 25,000 were 
Canadians, plus 8,000 aircraft. The 
Italian Campaign inflicted 580,000 

Italian
Campaign

THEItalian
Campaign

Bannerswordshield.wordpress.com
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German casualties, 
including 200,000 
prisoners, compared 
with Normandy 
at 226,000 Allied 
casualties including 
4,100 aircraft and 
210,000 German 
casualties, albeit in a 

shorter time frame. Only one in seven members of the 
Devil’s Brigade was not killed, injured or taken prisoner. 
Unfortunately, naval casualties in individual battles are 
seldom given.

It is important to recognize that the disaster at Dieppe 
contributed much to the success of the Normandy 
Campaign. The British and Americans produced many 
specialized vehicles – tanks with flame throwers to clear 
pill-boxes, huge mortars to destroy bunkers and road-
blocks, bulldozers and flail tanks to clear mine fields, 
vehicles capable of bridging ditches and canals, using a 
‘bobbin’ to cover soft ground, and even floating tanks.

If the two German armies fighting the Allies in Italy had 
instead joined the four German armies in France, would 
the Normandy invasion have been possible? Maybe we 
should thank the Italian Campaign for not having to 
learn to speak German. WHS

5400 Tecumseh Road East 
near Rivard, Windsor, ON

519-945-3555
Visit qdmac.ca

• Apple Sales - new and used

• Out of Warranty Service

• AppleCare+ 

• Software Updates

• Accessories

MAC
SOLUTIONS

QD

QDMac has been serving Windsor 
Essex County for over 25 years. 

iPads in stock!

Apple Certified Macintosh 
Technician on staff!

http://www.qdmac.ca/Home.html
http://www.police.windsor.on.ca/
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The passing of Priscilla Connolly this summer is a 
tremendous loss to the Windsor Historical Society 
Veterans Memories Project. As a member the WHS 

and Veteran, she was very close to everyone’s heart.
Priscilla was a kind, warm-hearted lady with a British 

accent, who was always willing to lend a hand to anyone in 
need. To call Priscilla an active volunteer would be a gross 
understatement, as throughout her life she gave her time 
and services to both Canada and Great Britain. The efforts 
and sacrifices she and her husband Sean made during the 
Second World War, as well as her efforts to keep the memory 
of Veterans alive after the War, were astonishing, and every 
person who had the honour to know her in life should feel 
extremely privileged.      

In 1940, at age 17, Priscilla joined the British Royal Air 
Force, the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force and served her 
country from the Battle of Britain right up until the end 
of the Second World War.  As a member of the WAAF, she 
worked in the radar rooms tracking aircraft as a member 
of Bomber Command and later the Fighter Command. She 
often recalled the sadness she felt when an Allied pilot’s 

aircraft signal disap-
peared from the 
screen. She genuinely 
cared about the pilots 
and crews, which was 
evident when she 
shared her wartime 
stories with high 
school students.  

Another aspect 
of the War that she 
shared with younger 
generations was the 
chaos and horror of 
the London Blitz. 
Priscilla noted one 
particularly horrify-

ing experience where she survived a bombing raid while 
trapped in a London train station. Her description of the 
sounds the aircraft made and the emotions that she went 
through sent chills through those who heard her speak. 

After the War, Priscilla settled down with her husband 
Sean, a Veteran of the British Merchant Navy. They arrived 
in Canada in 1955 and became active with other Veterans 

in the community.  In 1974, Priscilla became a member of 
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 594 and became heavily 
involved with the Poppy Campaign. Priscilla saw the impor-
tance of educating the youth, and in the 1960s she worked 
in the Separate School Board.  

In later years she took her role in education a step further 
by volunteering with the Veteran’s Memories Project, visit-
ing local schools to speak about her wartime experiences.

During this time she grew extremely close to Dann 
Bouzide and his family, and the rest of the volunteers at the 
Windsor Historical Society.

When Priscilla was not working with the Veterans or 
raising her family she was a devoted volunteer with the 
Canadian National Institute from the Blind for over twenty 
five years. She also volunteered with the Cancer Society, the 
Red Cross, and the Cerebral Palsy Association and was one 
of the co-founders of the Post Polio Society of Windsor.

Priscilla was an avid gardener and a proud member the 
Windsor Horticultural Society. 

Priscilla Connolly has always been held in highest regard 
by those who knew her as her stories and her kind person-
ality instantly won admiration from anyone who was privi-
leged enough to be in her presence.  She was more than 
a Veteran; she was a volunteer, a wife, a mother, a grand-
mother, a friend and a beautiful human being with an 
exceptionally kind soul. WHS

Priscilla
Connolly

IN MEMORY OF...

1923 - 2012
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When WWII ended and 
those who had served their 
country came home, they 

found a country that was still suffer-
ing the effects of the brutal Depression 
that had just ended.

For many of them, the job they 
had left behind no longer existed. 
Those who could find work earned 
barely enough to survive, let alone buy 
the housing they needed. There was 
no unemployment insurance, health 
protection or many of the other bene-
fits we take for granted today.

Fortunately, these returning Veter-
ans had friends in positions to do 
something about their situation. Many 
of the Members of Parliament, in that 
era, were Veterans themselves; Veter-

ans of WWI. They recognized the 
needs of this new group and created 
special programs for them.

The Re-establishment Credit 
Program and Veterans Land Act, for 
example, helped those who had served 
their country acquire a home and 
provided enough land so they could at 
least support themselves in the event 
of a crisis.

This was a national program, of 
course, and in Windsor, the land that 
now surrounds Roseland Golf Course 
was one of the local VLA sites.

It was divided into half-acre lots 
and Veterans, using these programs, 
were provided the funds they needed 
to build homes with very reasonable 
repayment rates.

The Oliver Farm project, located 
just south of Highway 3 at Howard 
Avenue, was another area available to 
Veterans. 

Today, there are only a few of the 
original owners or their spouses 
remaining. Many of the half-acre lots 
have been subdivided to make room 
for new houses that make the Rose-
land area a most desirable place to live. 

We should remember though, the 
origins of these subdivisions.

The Depression Era, from 1929 
to 1939 was a devastating period of 
our history, and the human suffering 
that was experienced and Veterans in 
government worked to alleviate.  WHS

 Lloyd Morgan,
WWII RCAF Veteran

Veterans Helping Veterans
Members of Parliament played key role
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COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM
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Ray Richards was killed in Holland during WWII

COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM
Unknown pilot standing in front of WWII airplane

A special 112-page newspaper. 
Original commemorative coverage of the Second World War 
as it appeared in Canada’s top newspapers.

A great piece of history for everyone to enjoy.

Get your copy $29.99 - all proceeds to 
Newspapers in Education.

To place your order, call Karen at 519-255-6801

Local Historic 
Photos
Images of soldiers 
and memorabilia

http://phyllischant.com
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By Phyllis Chant

Arthur Lesperance was born 
1888 and died 1963. Born 
in Sandwich  (now Tecum-

seh, Ont.). His parents were Francois 
Lesperance (1850-1910 Tecumseh) 
and Suzanne Laforet (born 1854, year 
of death unknown, no listed birth-
place). Arthur worked as a railroad 
section foreman.

He enlisted May, 1918 and served 
in the 1st Depot Battalion Western 
Ontario Regiment. He served in 
France with the Canadian Railway 
Troops.

His younger brother Albert also 
served during WWI and was killed.  
He is buried in Upton Wood Ceme-
tery, Pas de Calais, France. Albert’s 
name is on the monument in front of 
St. Anne’s Church, Tecumseh, honour-
ing those from the church and area 
who died during WWI.

Arthur returned to Tecumseh and 
married Natalie Duchene (1911-76) in 
August, 1935. They had two children, 
Georgette and Frank.

Lesperance Road is named for this 
family. The Lesperance Log Cabin, 
estimated to be from the 1800s, can be 
found next to the Tecumseh historical 
museum on Tecumseh Road East, just 
east of Lesperance Road. The Tecum-
seh Area Historical Society found it  a 
few years ago inside a larger home and 
moved it there.  WHS

COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM
Arthur Lesperance of Tecumseh, ON WW1 

COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM

Tecumseh’s Arthur Lesperance: 
World War I Veteran

Night Guard at the Front

The night is long, and darker than 
a dark 
My eyes had ever known before.
Fear rises in me and grows with 
every trifling sound.
This dark hole in which stand, I fear
Will be my grave before the grey 
coming of the dawn.
The tall stack of hay behind me, I’m 
afraid, 
Might be the torch that sears my 
flesh,
And when the flames die down,
Will leave nothing but my dusty 
ash.
Oh! God forbid that I should die 
this way!
Fear, greater than all the fears my 
young life has known
Takes hold of every single fibre and 
sinew
Of this young and virile body of 
mine.
It grows and grows and I’m afraid 
will consume me,
As I stand all alone in this forbid-
ding dark.
As the hours creep slowly by, and 
daylight comes,
I find I’m only a shell, still pulsing, 
though empty,
Empty of what it takes to be a man,
The brave soldier I had always 
wanted to be.
  Stan Scislowski

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders Fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The lark, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead.
Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with those who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders Fields.

Lt.-Col. John McCrae
(May 3, 1915)

http://phyllischant.com
http://phyllischant.com
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Essex County marks War of 1812
Calendar overflows with bicentennial events, ceremonies

By Matt Pritchard 

This year marks the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812 
and Essex County came alive 

with a wide array of events to mark the 
occasion.   Over the past year there have 
been many celebrations to honour not 
only those who served during the War, 
but also to celebrate the two hundred 
years of peace between Canada and 
the United States that has followed. 

War of 1812 South West Region 
Project Facilitator Kyra Knapp explains 
that, “the Windsor-Essex Community 
events that started in 2012 and will 
continue into the next year highlight-
ing the integral role our region played 

in the War of 
1812”.   

Some of these 
events include 
the Windsor 
C o m m u n i t y 
Museum’s “Living 

in Sandwich: The Life on the Sandwich 
Frontier” exhibit on display until next 
year, the “Roots to Boots” event held 
in Amherstburg, The launch of Chief 
Tecumseh’s Postal Stamp in Tecum-
seh,  Leamington’s General Brocks’ Sail 
Away and Gala, the Windsor Commu-
nity Museum’s Peace Garden Launch, 
the City of Windsor’s “Capture 
of   Detroit” event, the 1812 Battle 
Honours being for the Essex and Kent 
Scottish Regiment and many more. 

Windsor Community Museum’s 
curator Madelyn Della Valle explains 
that the “Living in Sandwich” exhibit 
“explores the daily lives of the inhab-
itants of this region during the war 
and features many early 19th century 
artifacts, including the British ensign 
flag which was supposedly captured 
from the Battle of the Thames which 
Tecumseh was killed.”

Commenting on these events Knapp 

states, “the Southwest region’s locals 
have really came together to highlight 
the many different aspects of the War 
of 1812 life, whether they be military 
or domestic, rural or urban.”

The Windsor Historical Society 
Veterans Memories Project was invited 
to participate at both the Tecumseh 
event and the “Capture of Detroit.”   

In June, two of the WHS’s First 
Nation’s Veterans, Bob Kelly and Ralph 
Earl Scofield, were invited to an event 
held in Tecumseh that honoured the 
great Shawnee leader, Chief Tecumseh. 

The event was held to launch Canada 
Post’s new Chief Tecumseh Stamp 
and for the opening the Tecumseh 
Area Historical Society’s 1812 Peace 
Garden.

The Windsor Community Museum 
was also on site displaying the flag that 
was used to cover Tecumseh’s body 
after he was killed after the Battle of 
Thames. On August 25th the City of 
Windsor invited the WHS to set up a 
booth at the “Capture of Detroit Event” 
held at the Festival Plaza. 

The event hosted a wide array of 
activities including a march from 
OLD Sandwich Town, an exhibit by 

the HMCS Hunter, local folk bands, 
Antler River First Nation dancers, 
military talks with local 1812 reenac-
tor Matthew Drouillard and concert 
put on by the Windsor Symphony 
Orchestra.

Della Valle thanks the Veterans. “We 
were especially thrilled to have the 
Veterans representing the Windsor 
Historical Society be a part of this 
exciting day. Thanks so much for being 
there and relating your history.”

Many thanks go out to all of the 
Veterans who attended and for the 
City of Windsor allowing the WHS to 
set up our booth. WHS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM

http://phyllischant.com
http://phyllischant.com
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Don’t miss our latest 
acquisition -                    

on display beginning 
November 2012  

Medals of the Paré family of Windsor: 
Evariste Paré, the father who served in 

WWI; and Joseph Norman Paré and Gerard 
Leo Paré, sons of Evariste, both killed in 

action in WWII 
 

Sweetheart pins, 
likely worn by 

Alphonsine Paré, 
in remembrance 

of each of her 
sons.  Numerous 

other medals 
also on display. 

254 Pitt St. W. – 519-253-1812 
 www.windsormuseum.ca 

http://windsormuseum.ca
http://bioped.com/
http://www.jeffwatsonmp.ca/
http://hdgh.org
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On September 5, 
2012, the Canadian 
warship HMSC 

Ville de Quebec docked at 
Dieppe Gardens in down-
town Windsor to participate 
in the Great Lakes Deploy-
ment and to 
commemo -
rate the War 
of 1812 and 
200 years of 
peace on the 
continent.

The pur-
pose of the 
Great Lakes 
deployment 
is “to expose 
C a n a d i -
ans to the 
navy, and to the work that 
we do” explained Sub-Lt. 
Adam MacDonald. “We 
are working closely with 
American allies (and) going 
to various Canadian and 
American cities.”

The 2.5-month deploy-
ment starts in Halifax and 

visits a total of 13 cities; 9 
Canadian and 4 American. 
According to MacDonald, 
most Canadians in Quebec 
and Ontario don’t get to 
see a lot of the navy, as the 
navy operates on the coast. 

“We’re trying 
to bring 
the face of 
the Navy to 
Canadians to 
show them 
what we do 
on a day-to-
day basis.”

The Ville 
de Quebec 
is a 5,000-
ton warship 
and a multi-

purpose frigate, “capable of 
conducting multiple areas of 
warfare (anti-surface, anti-
subsurface, anti-air).”

Local veterans were treat-
ed to a private party aboard 
the ship and a private tour.

With files from
ourwindsor.ca, Jon Liedtke

HMCS Ville de Quebec visits Windsor
September 2012

JACK ROSENBURG, BIZ X MAGAZINE
HMCS Ville de Quebec, Sept. 5, 2012 
at Dieppe Gardens Park in Windsor.

http://bizxmagazine.com
http://kensington-court.com
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http://windsor.cupe.ca
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http://www.iucelocal793.org
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Veterans’ Memories ProjectVeterans’ Memories Project
On August 2, 2012 Windsor Essex veterans told their stories at the Hungarian 
Culture Centre during a filming of a video (available on the WHS YouTube 
channel). The video will be distributed to schools across Canada. 

The announcement at the 
luncheon of November 11, 2011 
came as quite a shock: “This 

will be the last Veteran’s Appreciation 
Day hosted by the Windsor Historical 
Society (WHS).”

The 700 guests at the Serbian Centre 
could scarcely believe their ears, but 
Dann Bouzide, President and Co-ordi-
nator of the WHS and Veterans’ Memo-
ries Project, was adamant.

Yes, the event – the only one of its 
kind in Canada – had drawn capacity 
crowds since its inception in 2002 and 
had evolved into the place to be every 
November 11.

And yes, dignitaries, veterans and 
their families had grown to appreciate 
the opportunity to connect and share 
tales, where ‘old warriors are young 
again in the company of others,’ and 
there’s entertainment, door prizes, 
50/50 draws and raffles.

Bouzide, of course, was telling the 
truth. “Time marches on and change is 
inevitable,” he says. So to better reflect 

the mission of the historical society 
today, “Veterans’ Appreciation Day” 
would make way for “Veterans’ Family 
Day.”

It will still take place on November 
11 and it will still be at the Serbian 
Centre. But the name change symbol-
izes a subtle, but important shift in the 
purpose of the event – it is not only 
to honour veterans, but to allow their 
family members and subsequent gener-
ations to take part as well.

“Veterans’ Family Day” underscores 
one of the historical society’s core 
missions: educating the future genera-
tions about the sacrifices made by 
fellow Canadians so that our country 
could remain strong and free.

“Many things will stay the same – 
everything at the event will remain 
free for veterans, and each veteran may 
invite up to five guests at $10 each,” 
explains Bouzide.

Sadly, 2011-12 has seen the passing 
of many of our local World War II 
veterans, many of whom were integral 

members of the society. For this reason, 
the Windsor Historical Society took on 
another project this summer – produc-
ing a film intended for Canadian school 
boards.

The film focuses on the experiences 
of Windsor-Essex County veterans in 
World War II, in Korea, during peace-
keeping missions, through the Cold 
War and in Afghanistan. The film 
examines the call to arms these men 
and women felt and why it is so impor-
tant for veterans to share their stories.

Highlights of the film, starring 18 
local heroes, will be shown on “Veter-
ans’ Family Day.” “Veterans’ Family 
Day” is made possible by donations, 
sponsorships and advertisements in the 
“Veterans Day” magazine. This is the 
main fundraiser for year-round oper-
ating costs for the Windsor Historical 
Society – Veterans Memories Project.

To find out how your business can 
support local veterans, visit the Windsor 
Historical Society website at www.wind-
sorhistoricalsociety.com WHS

“Thanks to all the Veterans  
and those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for us”

From all the members of the 
Riverside Sportsmen Club

BRING IN THIS AD TO OUR FRIDAY NIGHT BUFFET AND RECEIVE 10% OFF

http://WFCU.com
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http://walkervillebrewery.com
http://downtownwindsor.ca
http://www.windsorhearing.com/
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It was late afternoon. There was virtually no wind and a brilliant blue sky provided
an excellent backdrop as a Huey Gunship returned an awestruck audience to the 60s
and the Vietnam war for a short flight over the grounds of the Canadian Transportation
Museum and Heritage Village.

The visit of the military chopper from Peru Indiana proved to be a highlight of the
third annual Southwestern Ontario Military Muster that drew more than 5,000 people
to the area. On its arrival, the Huey hugged the Ambassador Bridge and hovered in front
of the Vietnam Memorial which honors Canadian soldiers who died in the conflict.

Before returning to the Hoosier State after the muster, the crew flew over Amherstburg
and Fort Malden as a short tribute to the War of 1812.

With 10 crew members aboard, most of them Vietnam vets captained by John Walker,
the Huey is a stretched-out, modified Bell Helicopter that was used both as a gunship and
hospital transport during the war. Its arrival at Heritage brought tears to many of the
onlookers who had gathered for the occasion. The helicopter has been used in military
displays for the past 6 years and its Essex County stop was the 88th during that period.

After each flight, crew members spend 2 hours on cleaning and servicing the machine.
In answer to one reporter’s question about what sophisticated chemicals are used for the
job, one of the men quipped: “We use a lot of Fantastik and Windex”. Obviously the stuff
works, since the chopper is always squeaky clean and has never had an incident during
any of its appearances.

STORY BY DICK HILDEBRAND
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM BAILIEM I L I TA R Y M U S T E R 2 0 1 2

1 2

4 5

3

1. WW II German re-enactors advancing
towards battle in their Kubelwagen.

2. WW II Canadian rural home front.

3. WW II British and American Airborne
re-enactor troop encampment.

4. Re-enactor Garry Selby as an American
Vietnam War infantryman.

5. Vietnam War Huey Helicopter Gun Ship
landing with Glen Vino’s guidance.
Photo by Dick Hildebrand.
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Attending Remembrance Day 
Ceremonies on November 11 
is the best-known way that 

we can publicly honour the men and 
women who served in Canada in times 
of war, military conflict and peace. In 
addition, there are many other ways 
that we can show throughout the year 
that we care about the sacrifices and 
achievement of these one and a half 
million brave Canadians were served, 
and continue to serve, our country at 
home and abroad.

Remembering can take many forms: 
music, ceremonies, poetry, private 
reflection, discussion, art and shared 
memories from those who took part in 
protecting peace and freedom world-
wide.

More than 110, 000 men and women 
died so that we may live in peace and 
freedom today. Taking an active role to 
remember these people, along with the 
Veterans who experienced the hard-
ships of war, military conflict and peace 
efforts, is one way of saying “thank you”.

1. Wear a poppy to honour those in 
uniform who have served Canada and 
also those who have died in service to 
our country.

2. Attend Remembrance Day Cere-
monies or if you can’t go watch them 
on television.

3. Lay a wreath at the Cenotaph with 
classmates and friends.

4. Pause for one minute of silence at 
11 a.m. on November 11th to honour 

those who served and died in times of 
war, military conflict and peace time.

5. Help plan and participate in a 
commemorative ceremony at school or 
with a community group.

6. Thank a Veteran or Canadian 
Forces member for supporting peace 
and freedom efforts around the world.

7. Organize, participate in, or attend 
a candlelight tribute ceremony at a 
cemetery to remember citizens in your 
community who died during military 
service to Canada.

8. Spread the word about Veterans’ 
Week, Remembrance Day and other 
commemorative events using your 
school’s newspaper, website or daily 
announcements.

9. Organize an essay or poster contest 
on the topic of Canada’s role in the First 
or Second World War, the Korean War 
or Peace Support missions.

10. Plan, organize or participate in 
a debate or discussion looking at how 
Canada’s military history still influ-
ences our lives today.

11. Plan, organize or participate 
in a 1920s, 1940s, or 1950s dance or 
“Victory Ball.” Research the clothing, 
hairstyles, music, food and decorations 
of the time and include those themes in 
the event.

12. Bring examples of wartime art 
(such as paintings or posters), books 
and stories, poetry and music to school 
to show and talk about with your peers. 
Discuss what their purpose was during 
the war, why they were important, and 

what makes them unique.
13. Organize a concert featur-

ing music from the war-era. Take the 
concert to a nursing home and perform 
for the residents.

14. Hold a series of community read-
ings where citizens share their favourite 
passages from military-related books, 
novels, poems, letters and diaries.

15. Read a selection of books on the 
topic of remembrance.

16. Show a video or film on Canada’s 
role in the wars and peace missions of 
the 20th and 21st centuries.

17. Adopt a Veteran’s grave in your 
community. With the permission of the 
person’s family or the cemetery, visit 
and take care of the grave. You could 
dig out weeds, plant flowers or clean 
the headstone.

18. Research the story of a family 
member, friend or neighbour who 
served Canada in wartime or peace-
time. Tell that person’s story to your 
class. Describe how his or her life was 
affected by their service and talk about 
the challenges they faced after the war.

19. Invite a Veteran or a Canadian 
Forces member to speak to your class.

20. Listen to Veterans and Cana-
dian Forces members talk about their 
wartime and peacetime experiences 
on the “Heroes Remember” feature of 
the Veterans Affairs Canada Website 
- vacacc.gc.ca or the Veterans Video 
Gallery on the Windsor Historical 
Society - Veterans’ Memories Project 
website - windsorhistoricalsociety.com.

50 Ways to Remember

http://www.hunterspharmacy.com
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21. Invite a Dutch immigrant to 
your school to speak about the special 
connection between the people of the 
Netherlands and Canadian troops 
during the Second World War- a 
connection still felt today!

22. Contact your local or provincial 
War Brides Association and invite a 
war bride to visit your school. Ask her 
to describe what it was like to marry a 
Canadian soldier and move to a new 
country. Discuss what challenges war 
brides faced in Canada at the time.

23. Visit local nursing homes to 
spend time with those from the wartime 
generation. Prepare a question list as a 
class before going and report to other 
classes at your school following your 
visit.

24. Invite someone to speak to your 
class about their work with a commu-
nity support or volunteer organization 
during the war years.

25. Research how Canadians at 
home supported the war effort over-
seas. Discuss what you have learned as 
a class.

26. Interview a Veteran, relative, 
family friend, neighbour, war bride, 
nursing sister, factory worker or another 
person who felt the impact of war. Ask 
about his or wartime experiences and 
how they contributed to the war effort. 
Prior to the interview, prepare a ques-
tion list. Record the interview and share 
it with the class.

27. Find evidence that citizens in 
your community participated in the 
war- things such as memorials, Veter-
ans’ graves or honour rolls in churches. 
Visit the local Cenotaph (in City Hall 
Square) or War Memorial (such as the 
ones in Dieppe Gardens) to study its 
inscription. Make a map of the commu-
nity and mark where war memori-
als/statues/monuments are located. 
Research what they commemorate, 
when they were erected, who erected 
them and why.

28. Using the Internet, research 
Canadian memorial sites located 
around the world. Show them on a map 
and describe their significance. Have 
your class design and construct its own 

monument.
29. Research memorials located 

around the world that commemorate 
animals in war. Show the memorials on 
a map and describe their significance.

30. Make a list of animals that helped 
in war and peace support efforts   – 
either  overseas or in Canada. Explain 
what each animal did and why it was 
important.

31. Do a novel study, individually 
or as a group. Choose a fictional or 
historic book with a storyline based on 
Canada’s war or peacekeeping involve-
ment.

32. Write to a Canadian Forces 

member posted in Canada or overseas.
33. Participate in the Valentines for 

vets or Christmas Cards for Troops 
projects. Send special greetings to 
Veterans in local nursing homes or 
Canadian Forces members posted 
overseas.

34. Plant tulips, a tree or an entire 
memorial garden in memory of local 
citizens who died during their mili-
tary service and/or Veterans from your 
community who have passed on.

35. Write a letter to a Veteran (it could 
be a relative, family friend or someone 

(See 50 WAYS on page 26)

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHYLLISCHANT.COM

Amherstburg Remembrance Day 2011

http://phyllischant.com
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from your community) thanking them 
for their sacrifice and celebrating their 
achievements.

36. Play the role of a war correspon-
dent from the First or Second World 
War. Write headlines, news stories, 
local interest features, or advertise-
ments as if you went back in time.

37. Compile a list of scientific and 
technological innovations developed 
in times of war. Write an essay on their 
impact on today’s world.

38. Research the contribution of 
Aboriginal, African-Canadian or 
Asian-Canadian soldiers during the 
First or Second World War or the 
Korean War. Present your findings to 
your classmates.

39. Create a flag, crest or symbol 
commemorating the contribution 
of certain groups during the First or 
Second World War or the Korean War. 
These groups could include women, 

Aboriginal, African Canadian or Asian-
Canadians.

40. Prepare a graph showing various 
statistics on Canada’s involvement in 
the First or Second World War or the 
Korean War. Compare the numbers 
of those who awarded, their “order of 
precedence”, and at the stories of people 
who had earned certain ones. Present 
your findings to your class.

42. Research and write an essay on 
a Canadian who earned the Victoria 
Cross.

43. Create a war memorabilia exhibit 
or a “Wall of Honour” in your school. 
Display photographs, newspaper arti-
cles, artifacts and pictures of commu-
nity members who served in the mili-
tary. Invite the public to visit.

44. Prepare a menu, a cook-book or 
a meal plan based on war-time rations. 
What was substituted for rationed items 
such as sugar? Sell the cookbook to 
raise funds for another school project.

45. Plan and organize a play that 
tells the stories of Veterans from your 

community who have served in wars 
and peace support missions.

46. Make lzzy dolls and send them to 
service men and women to give to chil-
dren who live in troubled areas of the 
world. Visit isfeldbc.com to learn how.

47. Encourage your local public 
library or local businesses to create 
a display of wartime memorabilia. 
Ask them to include photographs, 
uniforms, badges, military medals and 
decorations or diaries in the displays.

48. Volunteer at an elementary 
school library to read wartime stories 
to young children. You could also share 
the personal stories of local Veterans 
and members of the Canadian Forces.

49. Visit the Veterans Affairs 
Canada website regularly for news.

50. Never forget the contributions 
and sacrifices of the men and women 
who have served Canada in times of 
war, military conflict and peace – espe-
cially those who did not return. WHS

From Veterans Affairs Canada
www.vacacc.gc.ca

50 Ways to Remember
(Continued from page 25)

http://www.windsorpubliclibrary.com/
http://www.caesarswindsor.com
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http://www.cawlocal.ca/2458/
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http://www.woundedwarriors.ca/
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By Karen Storwick

What was considered to be 
a minor objective in the 
offensive to capture Rome 

during the Italian Campaign of the 
Second World War, Ortona became 
the scene of one of the bloodiest 
battles in Canadian history. On 20 
December 1943, the Seaforth High-
landers of Canada, the Loyal Edmon-
ton Regiment and the 12th Canadian 
Armoured Regiment entered the town 
of Ortona, engaging in some of the 
fiercest street fighting of the Second 
World War. In what became known 
as “Little Stalingrad,” the Canadian 
infantry took Ortona in eight days of 
bitter warfare, literally house by house 
and street by street.

In the decades after the Second 
World War, a photograph emerged 
that became a symbol for the battle of 
Ortona. On December 25, just blocks 
from the front line, men rotated back 
for a shared Christmas dinner, then 
returned just as quickly to the fight-
ing, many to be killed only moments 
later. This rare photo of the Christ-
mas dinner being served to the troops 
became a symbol of civility amidst 
the horrors of war. It also served as a 
regimental icon of the Seaforth High-
landers’ remarkable experience in the 
Church of Santa Maria di Constanti-
nopoli on Christmas Day, 1943. 

Some years ago, however, doubt was 
cast on the authenticity of the photo. 
When closely examined by Seaforth 
veterans present at the Christmas feast 
in the church that day, they realized 
the photo wasn’t of their dinner. 

The Seaforths ate inside the church 
nave. The tables were set in long rows, 
complete with tablecloths, real silver 
and china, and two pints of coveted 
beer. In spite of the fact that the two 
other regiments from 2nd Brigade, as 

well as supporting units, were all in the 
vicinity of the church during the heavy 
fighting, only the Seaforth Highlanders 
were lucky enough to be spirited away 
from battle to enjoy some remarkable 
moments of peace and good cheer on 
Christmas Day. 

In the classic photograph, a canopy 
of foliage drapes over a medieval brick 
fortress wall. This photograph was 
not shot inside a church. Even more 
telling, the tables in the photograph 
are arranged in a square; there are no 
tablecloths and most of the men are 
eating out of their mess tins. Only 
the odd man has the treasured two 
bottles of beer that each Seaforth was 
given with dinner. Furthermore, some 
men in this photo are clearly wearing 
shoulder patches from units other 

than the Seaforths. Too many details 
in the photograph were inconsistent 
with the well-documented event and 
had been verified by Seaforth veter-
ans.  It was a natural conclusion. This 
beloved image, capturing the spirit of 
that incredible moment in history, was 
not taken at the Seaforth dinner after 
all. 

Consequently, the photograph was 
dismissed from the iconography of 
the Regiment and removed from its 
annals of history as representative of 
that historic day. Recent publications 
of the photo indicate that it was taken 
at a brigade dinner at an unknown 
time and unknown location behind 
the lines. It is now a widely considered 
fact that the dinner in the photo was 
not at the Santa Maria de Constanti-

Ortona Christmas dinner
Tale of the mystery photo
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nopoli church, but at the Divisional 
Headquarters at San Vito Chientino. 

Unaware of the controversy over the 
Christmas dinner photograph, Ernie 
Bagstad, a Seaforth veteran who lived 
in Calgary, proudly showed where he 
was sitting in the classic photo each 
year to school children. Ernie is in the 
upper right hand corner.  

He talked about his own experiences 
during the war and became especially 
emotional when recalling how he was 
pulled from the midst of brutal fight-
ing into a church where he was served 
a real Christmas dinner along with a 
few other lucky men. He talked about 
how luck ran out for some of those 
men when they were killed right after 
dinner, re-entering the line. One of 
those men sat beside Ernie. The two 
of them are smiling, seemingly care-
free, as they pose for the camera. He 
remembered the bagpipes playing in 
the background; a moving rendition of 
the Seaforth Regimental March, “The 
Piobaireachd of Donald Dhu.”

When he returned home at the 
end of the war, his father announced 
excitedly that he had been listening 
to Matthew Halton’s broadcast on the 
radio from Ortona on Christmas Day 
that year. When he heard the Seaforth’s 
March Past, his heart leapt and he said, 
“Ernie’s having Christmas dinner.” 

You can imagine Ernie’s shock when 
told the photo had nothing to do with 
the Ortona Christmas dinner. 

As a Military Historian with a proud 
Seaforth lineage, I was fascinated by 
the clarity of Ernie Bagstad’s recol-
lection of the event. I took every 
opportunity I could to get to know 

this wonderful veteran better and was 
compelled to sort out the controversy. 
If this was not the Seaforth’s regimen-
tal dinner, why was Ernie’s account of 
dinner that day so consistent with the 
iconic photograph? When the photo-
graph is enlarged, Ernie’s face is clearly 
smiling at the camera.

Why was the photo not in sync with 
the documented report and collective 
memory of the Seaforth Highlanders’ 
dinner? If the so-called “Christmas 
Dinner” photograph was not actu-
ally taken at the Seaforth Christmas 
dinner, where and when was it taken? 

I visited Ortona in May 2008 deter-
mined to solve the mystery. Armed 
with the famous photo, I walked the 
streets of Ortona to ask the locals if 
they were familiar with the story. Every 
few feet I would stop and ask them 
and without hesitation, young and 
old, the people of Ortona, responding 
in broken english, confirmed that in 
the popular memory of the town, this 
was the Christmas Dinner. They then 
directed me to the church of Santa 
Maria di Constantinopoli.

Clearly, the photograph held the 
same iconographic status in Ortona as 
it once had for Canadians.

The next step was to find out if the 
walled structure in the background of 
the photo still existed. In the school 

next to the church, I spoke to some 
of the young teachers who knew the 
story but couldn’t quite locate the spot. 
They led me to the office of the old 
Abbot who presided over the church 
as, apparently, he knew everything 
there was to know about the church’s 
history. He had stepped out for the 
afternoon so I took down his name 
and phone number and left that trail 
for another day. 

I wandered over to the church and 
looked around. It was empty but open 
and I was able to get a good look at 
the structure inside and out. I didn’t 
see anything at all that resembled the 
architectural details in the photograph. 
After I had spent some time scrutiniz-
ing the building a man walked up and 
asked if I needed assistance. He was 
the Director of the school and knew 
the history of the area well. I showed 
him the picture and asked him about 
the Christmas dinner. “Sure, sure!” He 
said in his thick Italian accent. “It was 
here, inside the church!” I was skepti-
cal that he fully understood what I was 
asking and wondered if everyone in 
Ortona had been brought up to believe 
this photo represented the Christmas 
dinner or if he knew more than I did. 
“Yes, but this photo, it wasn’t taken 
indoors, can you tell me where it might 
have been taken?”

“Of course”, he exclaimed, “this 
photo was taken in the Oratory, I will 
show you.”

He brought me outside through a 
maze of little hallways and doors until 
we arrived in the Oratory, a courtyard 

‘Clearly, the photograph 
held the same iconograph-
ic status in Ortona as it 
once had for Canadians.’

See ORTONA on page 32

http://www.buckinghamrealty.ca/realtor.aspx?realtorID=35059
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just outside the church. He gestured 
around the square and told me this 
is where the tables in the photograph 
were set up. He continued that two 
Christmas dinners had been served 
that day. The Seaforth’s were served 
inside the church, but there were 
others that were served simultane-
ously outside! The photograph was of 
the second dinner in the Oratory.  

But what about the danger of eating 
dinner outside when battle raged so 
close to the church? Wouldn’t the 
soldiers have been vulnerable to shell 
fire here in this exposed courtyard?

The man told me that during the 
war, the courtyard was surrounded by 
taller buildings that sheltered it from 
any incoming fire from the north. 
To the south, adjacent to the sea, 
the church was protected by an old 
fortress wall that no longer exists. In 
1960, the Oratory was converted into a 

children’s playground for the students 
at the school. The wall was torn down 
to create more space. In the dirt on a 
sheet of paper he diagrammed where 
the Christmas dinner table had been 
set up relative to the wall which had 
been torn down. 

‘The footage begins with 
Canadian troops singing 
Christmas carols in the 
Oratory, in front of the 
medieval wall and sur-

rounded by foliage.’

As I studied the photograph, I discov-
ered that the olive trees hanging just 
above the Christmas dinner are still 
there. Even the cracks in the concrete 
appeared to be in the same place rela-
tive to the trees. I felt quite sure that 
that I was standing on the spot where 
Ernie Bagstad and the others had 
eaten and were photographed. Jubilant 

as I was, I wanted further proof. 
The local library is housed in the old 

convent that the Canadians used as a 
First Aid Post. I found a local publi-
cation with the Christmas dinner 
photo. The caption reads, “Pranzo 
di Natale nei pressi della chiesa di S. 
Maria di Constantinopoli”. The trans-
lation: “Christmas Dinner close to the 
church of S. Maria di Constantinopoli. 
Good evidence but I still needed more 
concrete proof versus local legend.  

On returning to Canada, I tried 
for the next several months to find 
an Italian translator to help me call 
overseas to talk with the old Abbot 
of the church. I also enlisted the help 
of a historian in Ortona to search the 
municipal archives for photos and 
original architectural plans for the 
church for proof that the medieval 
wall in the photo actually surrounded 
the Oratory. All to no avail. 

Then, by chance, while editing the 
English subtitles of the film, “Ortona, 
Bloody Christmas”, a remarkable image 

Ortona Mystery Photograph
(Continued from page 31)

http://familiesfirst.ca
http://www.tecumseh.ca/
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flashed across the screen. The Italian 
documentary contained footage of the 
Christmas dinner which I had never 
seen in any Canadian production. 
Stored in the Italian archives, it was 
filmed by a French Canadian Army 
Newsreel team. I obtained an unedited 
copy of the footage, and watched with 
delight as I realized this was the defini-
tive proof. 

The footage begins with Canadian 
troops singing Christmas carols in 
the Oratory, in front of the medieval 
wall and surrounded by foliage. The 
cameraman pans to the cook preparing 
the meal in the kitchen. Soldiers line 
up inside the church for soup. Others 
walk outside to grab their two bottles 
of beer. The Seaforths are caught on 
camera inside the church, seated at 
long rows of tables set with china and 
tablecloths. In the Oratory, men from 
a variety of units, including Seaforths, 
are seated at tables set up in a large 
square. They look up, wave and smile 
at the camera. The camera finally pans 

to a cheerful looking soldier bringing 
his plate through an arched doorway 
and stepping back inside the church. 

Ernie Bagstad, who was in Dog 
Company, remembers being ushered 
over to a place setting at the inside 
right table before they closed the 
square with another table structure. 
He remembers eating out of his mess 
tin. You can find him in the top inside 
right corner reaching for the tin. 

I was told by fellow historian, 
Ken MacLeod, that Seaforth Acting 
Company Sgt-Maj. Jock Gibson, also 
Dog Company, had always claimed 
that he looked up during dinner and 
someone took a photo. You can see 
Jock at the top left corner of the table.

William Challen, a private with the 
Seaforths who enlisted in the army 
in Windsor, Ont., also attended the 
Christmas dinner in Ortona. Family 
members have identified him in the 
lower inside corner of the photograph. 
William was killed in action while the 
unit was on patrol north of Ortona on 

27 January 1944.
The riddle now solved, Ernie’s memo-

ries have been substantiated, may he 
rest in peace. Some of the Seaforths 
from Dog Company apparently didn’t 
make it inside the church for dinner 
that day and were ushered outside to 
the Oratory to enjoy their meal. It is 
worth noting that the Seaforths inside 
the church were unaware of a dinner 
being served simultaneously, outside 
the church. Conversely, the men eating 
outside seemed equally unaware of 
dinner being served inside.

There was enough distance between 
the two settings that any one soldier 
would have had to make a significant 
effort to wander over to the other 
dinner. So focused were they on their 
brief retreat from war raging around 
them, they had little time to stop and 
take note of their surroundings. 

What wasn’t lost on any of them was 
the poignancy of that moment of true 
Christmas spirit in the midst of one of 
the most vicious battles of WWII. WHS

http://www.ndp.ca
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In poems and letters, in history 
books and films and songs, the 
terrible circumstances of war and 

the brave souls who serve in them have 
been captured and preserved for the 
education of subsequent generations.

Tales of heroism and loss, of victory 
against all odds, of ultimate sacrifice 
and the awful, unending toll of battle 
are all part of our collective education. 

Through them, we taste war from a 
safe distance. We share the vicarious 
thrill of conflagration’s end and turn 
the page secure in the knowledge that 
our liberties have been preserved and 
our heroes live on in the memory of a 
nation.

Still, no matter the vocabulary or 
medium used, we savour the truths of 
war through the twin filters of distance 
and time. We are far removed from 
danger, will likely never know the 
misery of living in trenches or squatting 
in fox holes, or the burden of standing 
up to an intractable enemy. 

Thanks to our Veterans, few of us 
even know what it means to have an 
enemy.

And so, it is important to read the 
words — often terse and often tinged 
with sorrow — that our Veterans offer 

in response to the questions about the 
wars. It doesn’t take a vivid imagination 
to hear the distant echo of artillery, or 
the faint cries of lost brothers, in their 
words. Their’s is a close brotherhood, 
forged in the heat of battle, their hearts 
and souls cauterized by trauma and 
shared memories.

These Veterans, some survivors of 
hellish conflict, are pragmatic in the 
extreme when they share their memo-
ries. But share they do, for they know 
that a war forgotten is a war in waiting.

As in times of war, they do whatever 
is asked of them.

Here then, we present their simple 
responses to questions posed by 
students.

The contrast of youthful innocence 
and long-lived experience is stark and 
informative, and no less valuable for 
the brevity of the answers. There is no 
talk of glory, no embellishment.

To the three Veterans who answered 
- John White, Royal Canadian Army, 
3rd Canadian Regiment; Tom Abrash, 
Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer 
Reserves, who served in WWII; and 
Jim Jack, Airborne Infantry, NATO 
1952-57 — we offer our thanks.

The students of Massey secondary 

school posed the questions.
Sunny Siu wanted to know why John 

White volunteered for the war. White’s 
answer: “My country was in danger.” 
Exploring further, Andrew M. asked 
if White had suffered any injuries: 
“Mentally,” came the reply. No followup 
was offered. “Did you ever come face to 
face with a German soldier?” Andrew 
asked.

“Dead ones,” White said. “Buried 
many.”

White, who declared that having to 
kill someone “was part of the job,” also 
bravely fielded a question from Gurleen 
D., who asked White to recall his worst 
experience at war. “Finding my dead 
brother,” White replied. “He was killed 
right behind me.”

Like many others, White returned 
from the war and went about the simple 
business of living with a new apprecia-
tion for peace.

 “What did you do after the war,” 
Andrew asked. “I found a job, got 
married and raised a family,” White 
said. And when Sunny wanted to 
know how the war affected White’s 
life, he revealed that he would “never 
forget (the war), but remember what a 
wonderful country of peace Canada is. 

Veterans share memories at Massey

http://www.smokenspice.com
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A place to raise a family.”
White shared that his tour of duty 

took him to France, Belgium and 
Holland, and that living conditions 
were “rough at best.”

Still, when Andrei asked White if 
he would do it all again, White was 
emphatic: “We did it so there would be 
no chance it would happen again.”

Fellow Veteran Jim Jack, who volun-
teered for the Airborne Infantry and 
found himself in Korea, put his deci-
sion down to “youthful exuberance.”

As a paratrooper, his “scariest” expe-
rience came from “exiting an aircraft at 
1,000 feet,” and his career also took him 

“across most of Western Europe.”
Veteran Tom Abrash saw World 

War II from a different perspective, 
at sea with the Navy as an 18-year-
old. He served on a destroyer, guard-
ing merchant ships and patrolling the 
English Channel. He served for two 
years and in that time learned to “cope 
with anything.”

Abrash was spared some of the 
harsher realities of war, and to this day 
holds a pragmatic view of the men who 
served the enemy.

Gurleen D. asked how Abrash felt 
about the Germans, and his answer is 
one that speaks to the truth of war: “I 

felt nothing in particular (about the 
Germans). They, too, were just doing 
their jobs.”

Canadaatwar.ca tells us that 66,665 
Canadian soldiers died in the First 
World War; that the Second World War 
claimed 46,998, Korea 516, Peacekeep-
ing 121 and Afghanistan 157.

It is estimated that about 55 million 
people died in the European theatre in 
the Second World War, and that more 
than 60 million died globally.

Asked  his opinion of the war, Jim 
Jack summed it up in typically brisk 
language: “It was a human travesty.” 
WHS
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Larry Costello has served his 
country for his entire life, and 
even as he approaches his late 

80s there is no sign of him slowing 
down in his dedication to his commu-
nity and fellow Veterans.

From his naval service in the Second 
World War, right up until the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Larry protected the 
rights and freedoms of his fellow citi-
zens. After he retired, Larry dedicated 
his life to helping and preserving the 
memories of Veterans. 

Born December 12, 1941, Larry grew 
up in the English-speaking section 
of Montreal and was a very active 
youth. As a teenager, he was an avid 
boxer and won the city’s Golden Glove 
championship. Larry began his mili-
tary career in December 1941 when 
he enlisted with the Royal Canadian 
Naval Volunteer reserve at age 16. He 
describes his enlistment as a “tricky” 
endeavour, as he had to alter his birth 
certificate in order to be accepted. This 
eventually led to the military trying 
conscript Larry two years later, after he 
had already been serving overseas for 
two years. Despite the confusion at the 
enlistment office, Larry went on to  a 
long and honourable spell in the Navy.

After Larry enlisted in Montreal, he 
was transferred to Halifax, N.S., and 
within two months he was posted on 
the H.M.C.S. Annapolis.

Larry is a Veteran of the Battle of the 
St. Lawrence. His service during this 
battle involved a number of submarine 

and anti-submarine actions through-
out the lower St. Lawrence River and 
the entire Gulf of Saint Lawrence, Strait 
of Belle Isle and Cabot Strait from May 
to October 1942, September 1943, and 
again in October and November 1944. 
This was dangerous times as German 
U-boats sank a number of merchant 
marine ships and three Canadian 
warships. U-boats appeared in Cana-
dian waters in 1942 during the Battle 
of the Atlantic. Larry was a Quarter 
Master (Bosun).  

His action station was on the depth 
charge throwers targeting the U-Boats 
wreaking havoc on the Allied convoys. 

By 1943, Larry was running convoy 
escorts before his transfer to the 
H.M.C.S. Runnymede, which was part 
of the “barber pole” convoy escort 
from Newfoundland to London and 

Ireland. “Barber pole” was in reference 
the design painted on the funnel of the 
ships. He recalls that “it took anywhere 
from 14 to 21 days to cross the Atlantic 
as we were picking up convoys of 100 or 
more ships as well as five naval escorts.”  

After the War, Larry returned home 
and worked as a prison guard until 
1948 when decided to re-enlist in 
the Navy during peacetime. Larry 
returned to Halifax for retraining in 
Cornwallis and served on minesweep-
ers and aircraft carriers. In 1955, he 
was transferred to serve on PT (Crash) 
boats were he participated in sea/air 
rescues along the coast of  Nova Scotia. 

Larry eventually returned to his 
hometown of Montreal to pick up the 
H.M.C.S. Ottawa destroyer, which was 

Larry Costello: Generosity Personified

(See COSTELLO on page 38)
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Supporting our community = supporting our economy. Please visit Rethinking 
The Economy at www.rethinkingtheeconomy.ca and take the pledge today!”

Chris Taylor
President

Marc Renaud
Vice President

Dan Cassady
Financial Secretary

On this Veterans’ Family Day...
The Executive, members and retirees of CAW 

Local 200 would like to honour the courage and 
commitment of our Veterans’ sacrifice which enables 

us to enjoy our freedoms today. “Lest We Forget”

a famous ship as it was the first Cana-
dian destroyer to be equipped with a 
helicopter deck.  Larry officially retired 
from his military service on November 
22, 1963, right after the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. This made Larry a Veteran of 
the Second World War, the Korea War 
and the Cold War, as well as serving 
his country during peacetime.

Larry notes that, “in the peacetime 
Navy, I was fortunate enough to travel 
all over England, France …as well as 
other cities all over North America.”

Larry “officially” retired in 1978, 
after many years in the civil service, 
but to this day it is hard to say that he is 
actually retired.  Instead, he has spent 
the later part of life giving back to both 
the local Windsor-Essex community 
and honouring fellow Veterans.

He has been the official key holder 
of Windsor Cenotaph since the late 
1970s, a responsibility that he holds in 

the highest of honour. Larry is a past 
longtime president of the Windsor 
Veterans Memorial Committee, a 
volunteer group that provides fellow 
Veterans with an exceptional and 
breathtaking funeral service. He is 
one of the directors of the Windsor 
Historical Society Veterans Memories 
Project, in which he volunteers his 
time helping to organize the annual 
Veterans’ Family Day, as well welcom-
ing new Canadians and speaking about 
his military experiences at local high 
schools.  Every September Larry is also 
heavily involved with Legion Week 
and in November volunteers with 
the Poppy Drive. Larry is well known 
throughout the Veteran community 
and is often sought out for help and 
advice: he recently helped a fellow 
94-year-old Veteran receive a pension 
after five years of trying.  Larry’s advice 
for the gentleman was to first contact 
Veteran’s Affairs about obtaining a 
pension based on his loss of hearing, 
which led to further pensions for his 

injured knees. The Veteran also was 
granted five years of retroactive pay for 
his wartime injuries. 

Larry also spends several days a 
week helping to deliver food to the 
downtown Windsor mission and the 
food banks.

One of Larry’s greatest honours 
occurred in 1993, when Ottawa sent 
him to England for the 50th Anni-
versary of the Battle of the Atlan-
tic. Larry had the rare opportunity to 
meet Queen Elizabeth II during the 
commemorative events in Liverpool.

The Queen and Prince Phillip were 
thanking Veterans for their service 
during the Second World War. Prince 
Phillip stopped to ask Larry about one 
of his many military service medals. 
The Queen also thanked Larry for his 
service and his attendance at the cere-
monies. Larry says it was one of the 
most special moments in his life.  

Few people have done as much as 
Larry Costello for his nation and his 
local community. As a very proud 

Costello
(Continued from page 37)
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OUTSTANDING CARE -
NO EXCEPTIONS

OUTSTANDING CARE...NO EXCEPTIONS!

(519) 254-5577    www.wrh.on.ca

Navy Veteran, he is often invited to meet with politicians 
and diplomats and is often considered a guest of honour.

When Larry visits Windsor city hall, Mayor Eddie Fran-
cis’s door is always open and it is Francis who makes Larry’s 
tea.

Perhaps that’s why Larry Costello does everything with 
a smile. WHS

North Wall
Riders Association
Windsor, Ontario

northwallridersassociation.piczo.com

http://www.portwindsor.com
http://www.wrh.on.ca
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Ralph Zarboni, Wounded Warriors and the Windsor Historical Society 
Present an Exhibit at the Art Gallery of Windsor

In a loving tribute to his great uncle Louis Baratgin, 
Ralph Zarboni helped to publish his great uncle’s book 
“A Cartoon Review of the War.”

The book chronicles the war through the eyes of a civil-
ian. The book had been compiled sixty years ago, but had 
been sitting in a basement in obscurity.

\Ralph brought attention to this historical and culturally 
relevant marvel through a gala thrown at the Art Gallery of 
Windsor on June 7, 2011.

The book is a collection of political cartoons from the 
years of WWII, from a civilian perspective. It is satirical and 
humorous at times, and cut-throat about current political 
matters at others.

It often reflects the fearful outlook of Canadian civilians 
during this pivotal time in history.

Proceeds from the $50 donations for signed copies of 
the book by Ralph Zarboni went to Wounded Warriors. 
Wounded Warriors is a non-profit organization which 
seeks to help Canadian soldiers who have been injured in 
their service to Canada.

A portion also went to the Windsor Historical  Society - 
Veteran’s Memories Project.

The Windsor Historical Society - Veteran’s Memories 
Project was responsible for organizing the Veterans who 
attended. There were also personal biographies of local 
Veterans displayed throughout the Art Gallery of Windsor, 
and a large display of cartoons from the book. WHS

The Art of War Commentary
‘A Cartoon View’ comes to light after 60 years
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4736 WYANDOTTE ST E. NEAR PILLETTE 519-945-2688
ALWAYS FRESH INGREDIENTS - NO PRESERVATIVES

A LITTLE TASTE OF MEXICO!

Jan F.Sievers
The Netherlands

                                                                                    

In the 2011-12 edition of the Veter-
ans Day Magazine an article was 
inserted that I wrote on the request 

of Mr. Dann Bouzide (President of 
the Windsor Historical Society, The 
Veteran’s Memories Project) about my 
friendship, beginning in 1995, with 
John Neville.

On July 5th I received an e-mail from 
Mr. Bouzide to inform me that John 
had been admitted to the Hotel Dieu 
Grace Hospital. Shortly before I had 
contact with John by telephone and 
my impression was he did not feel well 
but, as always, he did not complain.

From July 5th on Dann kept me 
informed about John’s situation, and 
for that I am very thankful. On August 
5th he told me that John had passed 
away. I had lost a very dear friend.

A few days later Dann asked me 
to express in a short article what this 
friendship had meant to me and self-
evident I will try to honour his request. 
In the above mentioned earlier article 
I emphasized the beginning of our 
friendship and in order to avoid 
repeating myself I shall now concen-
trate on how I look back on this highly 
esteemed friendship.

For a start, it has moved me very 
much that John had made it possible 
that I became an Honorary Member of 

his RCL Prince Edward Branch 94 in 
Windsor ON in 1993. A big surprise 
and an important moment in my life. 
For reasons of rules and regulations 
I was transferred in 1994 to the only 
Dutch RCL Branch “the Liberation of 
the Netherlands.”

John knew that it was nearest to 
my heart to actively contribute to the 
commemoration of the many allied 
airmen, sailors and soldiers, who died 
in the battles against the German 
occupation of Western Europe; we all 
owe them so much.

Thanks to this effort of John I have 
since 1994 often the opportunity to 
make an active contribution, serving 
as a member of the Colour Party of 

RCL Branch 005, at many commemo-
ration services on the three Canadian 
military cemeteries in our country. 

As chairman of the committee 
“Welcome again Veterans” in my home 
town Dalfsen I have been able to direct 
in 1995, 2000 and 2005, everything that 
had to do with the sojourn during two 
weeks in this community of a group of 
Canadian veterans, together with their 
spouse or companion.

That Dalfsen could be host to the 
same group three times, as far as 
that was possible, is to the credit of 
John, who succeeded in consolidat-
ing in Canada the bond that had been 
formed in the group of veterans that 
stayed three times in Dalfsen.

In memory of my dear friend, John Neville
Sgt (ret.) RCEME

John contributed 
significantly in 
keeping alive in 

Dalfsen the memories 
of WWII and the 
liberation of this 
community by a 
battalion of the 
H.L.I.o.C. on 

April 14, 1945.
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They Were Proud Veterans
You never knew me, nor do I know you

But we grew up together like neighbours do
Then one day out of the blue,

Came the call to arms, and our friendship grew.

We trained together. We marched, we flew.
We sailed the waters of the ocean blue.

Then off to war so young we went,
For the cause of freedom we were sent.

On the ground, and in the air,
 And on the ocean, we battled there.

We stormed the wire, the shells bursting in air.
I glanced to my left, there was no body there.

Just minutes before, they were there by my side.
In a flash they were gone, 

My seven friends died.
So take up the quarrel and never forget, 

The price that was paid when you’re thanking a Vet.

Bob Kelly, Sergeant, 1st and 2nd Royal Canadian Regiment
Reg. # SG12845

We will remember them.

In 1997 I established the branch 
“Documentation 1939/1945” within 
the Historical Society Dalfsen; I had 
John informed about that. From the 
very beginning he has tried in many 
ways to help me gathering a collection 
of objects and documents concerning 
WWII and Dalfsen.

He donated us his RCEME uniform 
and the objects from the time he 
served that were still in his posses-
sion. Moreover, he encouraged other 
veterans from the “Dalfsen” group 
to do this as well. This meant a most 
welcome contribution for this branch 
to organize exhibitions in the Histori-
cal Centre Dalfsen.

These exhibitions were visited not 
only by veterans but also by other inter-
ested persons and, very important, by 
schoolchildren. Thus John contrib-
uted significantly in keeping alive in 
Dalfsen the memories of WWII and 
the liberation of this community by a 
battalion of the H.L.I.o.C. on April 14, 
1945.

Since 1995 John was in the habit 
of keeping me informed about many 
happenings in Canada on the most 
diverse subjects by means of clippings, 
with or without his comment. To name 
a few: the missions to Afghanistan, 
the memorial services, automobiles, 
politics, history of Canada, the RCL, 
humour, health, his information about 
WWII for interested parties, and what 
not. Almost every month he sent me 
what he called “the big envelope.” 
Sometimes it took me days to absorb it 
all, but it was always worthwhile. 

To conclude, a significant aspect of  
friendship of me and my wife with 
John and his beloved wife Shirley was 
their great interest in our three daugh-
ters and six grandchildren; this tells 
much about them because they them-
selves had no children.

The continuity of this friendship 
was certainly enhanced by the mutual 
visits, despite the great distance, and 
the intensive contacts via letters and 
telephone conversations.

The Nevilles live on in our memory. 
WHS                                   

http://liberal.ca
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By Rebecca Wright
The Windsor Star

September 24, 2012

Gabe Voycey, 15, spent two hours 
cleaning graffiti off a memorial 
for fallen soldiers at Memorial 

Park on Sunday. “I knew if the vets saw 
it, it would be really upsetting for them.”

  Gabe Voycey spent two hours 
Sunday scrubbing until his fingers 
went numb, to erase “appalling” graf-
fiti from a memorial to First World War 
dead because he knew how upsetting it 
would be for vets to see.

A single word, “faggots,” was written 
in black permanent marker across the 
hundreds of names of fallen soldiers 
inscribed on the monument at the 
entrance to Memorial Park.

“I had never seen something like 
this,” said Voycey, 15. “You see vandal-
ism all the time, but when you see it’s 
on a memorial for people who died in a 
war, it’s a lot different.”

The Walkerville high school student 
had been walking his dog through 
Memorial Park when he came across 
the graffiti.

“You see vandalism all 
the time, but when you 

see it’s on a memorial for 
people who died in a war, 

it’s a lot different.” 
Gabe Voycey, 15

The memorial has been there since 
2008, when Voycey participated in the 
ceremony to erect it, along with veter-
ans.

“I knew if the vets saw it, it would be 
really upsetting for them,” said Voycey, 
who immediately went home to get 
cleaning supplies to clear the offensive 
message.

“I was there when it was put up and 

seeing it vandalized like that, it was 
frustrating and sad and it made me 
kind of angry because writing some-
thing so vulgar on something meant to 
be so beautiful is not right.”

Larry Costello, a local Second World 
War veteran who is director of the 
Windsor Historical Society which is 
responsible for the memorial, remarked 
that the kids who did this are prob-
ably about the same age he was when 
he joined the military - 16, which is 
saddening.

“It’s got to be someone that doesn’t 
realize what the value of the memo-
rial is and what it means to the veteran 
and the value of what monuments are 
towards the loss of life that happened 
during the war to keep our peace,” said 
Costello. “A lot of veterans put their 
life on the line for freedom and for 
someone to disgrace a monument with 
disfiguring it and defaming it, I don’t 

(See WHS GRATEFUL on page 45)

Teen cleans graffiti from memorial

http://www.ctmhv.com/
http://smwia-local235.com
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think too much of it.”
But Costello was happy to hear it was 

a young person - Voycey - who decided 
to take action to clean it up.

Voycey’s father Chris said he’s very 
proud of his son’s actions. “It’s nice to 
see teenagers today that still care.”

Brenda Gossmann, a nearby neigh-
bour, said she noticed the graffiti Satur-
day while she was walking through the 
park with her young daughter.

“Every time we come to this park, my 
eight-year-old little girl stops and looks 
at the names because my father’s cousin 
died in World War II, so she just thinks 
this is so wonderful and when she saw 
what was written, she didn’t know what 
it meant so I just had to explain that it 
was very bad,” said Gossmann.

“I was just appalled. This is one of the 

gems of our city, this park, but it’s just 
slowly going in the toilet.”

Gossmann said this isn’t the first time 
the park has been targeted by vandals, 
but it’s the first time she has seen graffiti 
on the memorial.

Dino Picchioni, who lives across the 
street from the park, said a light should 
be placed at the entrance of the park. He 
plans to take the issue to city council.

Picchioni brought extra cleaning 
supplies to help Voycey remove the 
graffiti and several people walking by 
offered words of encouragement.

Voycey said it’s sad that the people 
who did this probably don’t realize just 
how offensive their actions were.

“If you spend your time doing stupid 
stuff like this, you’re probably not 
going to have a very bright future,” said 
Voycey. WHS
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WHS Grateful
(Continued from page 44)

Windsor Star 
Letter to the editor
The Windsor Historical Society 

- Veterans Memories Project 
wishes to thank Gabe Voycey 
publicly and has extended an 
invitation for Gabe to be our 
guest at the the Annual Veterans 
Family Appreciation Day event 
on November 11th at the Serbian 
Centre.

As a special guest on Novem-
ber 11th, there will be hundreds 
of Veterans wishing to thank him 
personally for cleaning of the 
graffiti on the monument display-
ing the names 837 Soldiers from 
Windsor and Essex County who 
perished during WWI. 

Many of these Veterans were 
Gabe’s age when they enlisted and 
gave their lives so that Canada 
could remain free.

Two Picchioni families, living 
across the street from the Memo-
rial Park gate have been watch-
ing over the monument and the 
pillars and would like to see lights 
be placed in the park. 

They will also be invited to 
our annual November 11th cele-
bration at the Serbian Centre, 
which   follows immediately after 
the 11:00 AM services at the 
Cenotaph. 

The Windsor Historical Society 
- Veterans Memories Project 
was responsible, with the City of 
Windsor and Federal Govern-
ment for the Monument erected 
in 2008.

The Society is incredibly grate-
ful to Voycey for his act of decency 
and respect. We know he has set 
an example for other students and 
parents.

Larry Costello C.D.
Dann Bouzide

Directors
Windsor Historical Society – 

Veterans Memories Project
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guest at the the Annual Veterans 
Family Appreciation Day event 
on November 11th at the Serbian 
Centre.

As a special guest on Novem-
ber 11th, there will be hundreds 
of Veterans wishing to thank him 
personally for cleaning of the 
graffiti on the monument display-
ing the names 837 Soldiers from 
Windsor and Essex County who 
perished during WWI. 

Many of these Veterans were 
Gabe’s age when they enlisted and 
gave their lives so that Canada 
could remain free.

Two Picchioni families, living 
across the street from the Memo-
rial Park gate have been watch-
ing over the monument and the 
pillars and would like to see lights 
be placed in the park.

They will also be invited to 
our annual November 11th cele-
bration at the Serbian Centre, 
which   follows immediately after 
the 11:00 AM services at the 
Cenotaph. 

The Windsor Historical Society 
- Veterans Memories Project 
was responsible, with the City of 
Windsor and Federal Govern-
ment for the Monument erected 
in 2008.

The Society is incredibly grate-
ful to Voycey for his act of decency 
and respect. We know he has set 
an example for other students and 
parents.

Larry Costello C.D.
Dann Bouzide

Directors
Windsor Historical Society – 

Veterans Memories Project

REBECCA WRIGHT/THE WINDSOR STAR
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Matt Pritchard and Jason Lavin

The memories of most World 
War II veterans consist of their 
experiences in battle, the bonds 

of friendship formed through their 
shared struggles, and their triumph 
over extreme hardships.

The stories of these veterans are 
innumerable and are all worthy of 
being told, but another side of the war, 
a side overshadowed by the exciting 
and atrocious details of battle, needs to 
be revealed in more depth to uncover 
the valor and contributions of these 
other veterans.

The stories of engineers and trades-
men working for the allies in World 
War II deserve as much recognition 
as the stories of those who fought; 

without these tradesmen, the war 
would not have been won. It is through 
the commitment and contributions of 
these tradesmen, tradesmen like John 
C. Neville, that helped sew the fabric 
of victory.   

John C. Neville was born on Febru-
ary 29, 1920, in Windsor, Ont. His 
army service began in 1936, when he 
joined the Essex-Scottish Regiment. 
Through what John called a “lucky 
break,” he left the regiment in 1938, 
just before the war started, to take a 
job as a welder in Chatham. However, 
in March, 1943, at the age of 23, he 
re-enlisted in the army with the Royal 
Canadian Ordnance Corps. With 
his industrial background John was 
trained as a mechanic and welder.

Neville was trained in Windsor, N.S., 

a small town with “wooden sidewalks, 
dirt roads and teams of oxen pulling 
farmer’s wagons.” 

The pastoral simplicity and relaxed 
lifestyle of this small town would 
seem like paradise when compared 
to the scene John would find in war-
torn Europe, where he was sent on 
June 30th, 1944, following the success-
ful D-day invasions. Assigned to 
the 16th Brigade Workshop, John 
was part of a seven-man reclama-
tion team; they had the responsibil-
ity of visiting vehicle parks set up in 
farmer’s fields after battles to search 
for specific automotive parts they 
would use to repair damaged vehicles.  
While in France, John served his 
country by bravely going onto battle-
fields and retrieving parts from 

John Neville: A life well lived

All Royal Canadian 
Legion Branches
of Windsor and 

Essex County

Thank you to the Veterans.
“Lest we forget”
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disabled allied vehicles.  It was because 
of John and his unit that Allied troops 
were able to progress further toward 
Berlin.   His unit played a key role 
supplying the Allied vehicles with the 
parts required throughout the libera-
tion of France and the Netherlands.

John was also one of the most humble 
men I have ever had the honour to 
know, as he would often downplay 
his role in the war by arguing that he 
“never fired a shot”. 

Yet he bravely went out to battle-
fields day after day to retrieve parts to 
keep the Allies in motion, often in very 
dangerous circumstances. Although 
John was never in battle zones, this did 
not mean that he was able to escape 
the dangers of war. On his first night 
in France, John received a welcom-
ing present from the Germans when 
they bombed the camp where he was 
stationed. Just like many other veter-
ans, John narrowly escaped death 
when a bomb landed next to his tent, 
leaving a six-foot hole in the ground 
as a reminder of the thin differ-
ence between life and death. Moving 
through farmers’ fields in Europe, John 
followed the army and provided them 
with his intelligence and skill in repair-
ing the vehicles that were essential to 
success. Eventually, John arrived in 
Holland, which was liberated by Cana-
dians in April and May, 1945. 

John Neville’s service in the army 
brought him to the distinguished level 
of sergeant before he was discharged in 
June, 1946.

He returned to Windsor, Ont., and a 
job at Ford Motor Company.

Although John’s role in World War 
II was over, his time in Europe was 
not. The city of Dalfsen, Holland, 
recognized John’s role, as well as other 
Canadians, in liberating their city and 
country from the oppression of the 
Third Reich.

Each May 4, the people of Dalfsen, 
together with the rest of the Netherlands, 
mark this date with solemn dignity 
and use it as a day to pay their respects 
to the people who sacrificed their lives 
to liberate people they did not know. 

 
To honour John … we 

must carry on the respon-
sibility of preserving and 
sharing their stories, and 
informing future genera-
tions of the courageous 
service that veterans of 
the past, present and 

future provide to 
their country.

In 1994 during one of his return trips 
to Europe, John and his wife Shirley 
met Holland resident Jan F. Sievers 
and his wife Hermien when the couple 
opened their home to them as a place 
to stay.  The four became great friends, 
and both couples have visited each 
other’s homes over the years. 

Any time John mentioned Jan and 
Hermien it was evident that he held 
them dear to his heart and referred 
to them as his “family in Holland.” 
 In 1997, John Neville experienced 
this memorial service firsthand when 
he was sent by Windsor Mayor Mike 
Hurst to represent Canadian veterans.

The memorial service began in the 
church where John was personally 

honoured by the mayor, and contin-
ued with a parade through the city to 
the graveyard where Neville’s brothers-
in-arms are laid to rest. John, together 
with the people of Dalfsen, paused 
for a moment at 8 p.m. when all of 
Holland was silent, then walked in 
front of each of the 22 headstones to 
pay their respects, with John person-
ally placing a poppy on each, before 
returning to the church where the 
service concluded.

After the war, John became dedi-
cated to honouring fellow Veterans. 
He was extremely active as a member 
of the Windsor Historical Society 
Veteran’s Memories Project, attending 
nearly every meeting and event that 
could.  With the WHS, he volunteered 
to speak at local high schools, sharing 
his wartime stories with students.  He 
was a member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 143 (formerly of Prince 
Edward Branch 94) and could be seen 
every November selling poppies in 
front of grocery stores across the city 
of Windsor as part of the Legion’s 
Poppy Drive.

As a member of the Windsor Veter-
ans Memorial Committee, John further 
served fellow Veterans by attending 
their funerals. He was proudly married 
to his loving wife Shirley for 68 years.

John was also extremely humble, as 
he would often downplay his role in 
the war by arguing that he “never fired 
a shot.”

Yet he bravely went out to battle-
fields day and day out to retrieve parts 
to keep the Allies in motion, often in 
very dangerous circumstances. John 
Neville’s dedication to the men and 
women of the Canadian forces was 
obvious through the time and effort 
he put into the Veteran’s Memories 
Project.

To honour John, his life and the 
veterans he served with, we must carry 
on the responsibility of preserving 
and sharing their stories, and inform-
ing future generations of the coura-
geous service that veterans of the past, 
present and future provide to their 
country. WHS

John C. Neville, Sgt. (ret.) RCEME



2012/2013 VETERANS DAY MAGAZINE 48

BY DR. BARRY EMARA MD, FRCS(C)

The history of Ophthalmology has its 
first roots embedded in the Babylonian 
period (2250 B.C.), when eye disease was 
recognized as an entity concerned with 
magic and incantations. This philosophy 
gradually changed as the Greek period of 
460 B.C. emerged, with the detachment 
of medicine from magic constructed by 
Hippocrates. The Roman Period gained 
prominence from 131-201 A.D., with the 
rise of Galen. Galen among many others 
believed that the lens of the eye was the 
central organ required for vision. As we 
now know, this intellect has dramatically 
changed. As the 10th century developed, 
the father of modern day optics “Al –
Hazen” emerged. He was the first to prove 
that vision was the result of light entering 
in to the eye and not emanating from the 
eye. This brief historical overview shows 
that each period contributed significant 
scientific innovation leading us to where 
we stand today. 

Ophthalmology in Windsor- 
Essex County went through gradual 
modifications decade by decade 
from the 1930s to 2011.  In those 80 
years, it experienced great scientific 
advancements and it is note worthy 
to mention the individuals that were 
responsible for such change. 

We begin unraveling the history of 
Windsor in the 1930s with Dr. Ernest 
Beuglet who graduated from the 
University of Western Ontario in 1928. 
Dr. Beuglet studied Otolaryngology, 
specializing in head and neck surgery 
in addition to Ophthalmology. He was 
the past president of the Essex County 
Medical Society and a Life Member of 
the Ontario Medical Association. The 
year he was president, the Essex County 
Medical Society was awarded the 
Routlege Shield award as recognition for 
their contributions in 1955. He was the 
honorary president of the 30th congress 
of the L’Association des medecines de la 

langue francaise du Canada. He passed 
away on March 15, 1983 at the age of 
82, after dedicating his service to the 
community for 46 years. 

Dr. Norbert Sylvestre completed 
his medical school at the University 
of Western Ontario. He studied both 
Otolaryngology and Ophthalmology, 
specializing in head, neck and eye 
surgery. He began practicing in Windsor 
in the 1930s and was a very active 
member in the French communityº.

During this time period, an 
International Network by the name 
of “The Lions Club” gained credibility 
and prominence. The Lions Club was 
a network composed of distinctive 
individuals that succoured their efforts 
to target various challenges faced by 
communities. 

They managed to open their own fully 
furnished clinic at Hotel Dieu Hospital 
in 1931 designed to examine the eyes 
of children whose parents were unable 
to support the cost. Dr. Ernest Beuglet 
was one of the first doctors who began 
examining the eyes of children at the 
Windsor Lions Club’s new clinic. 

Another key figure is Dr. Ray Golding, 
who was born in 1926 and recently 
passed away in 2010. A graduate of Sault 
Collegiate Institute, Ray was awarded 
the gold medal for high academic 
achievement in his final year. Dr. Golding 
set up practice as an ophthalmologist in 
Windsor in the mid-1950s. He was a 
member of the Art Gallery of Windsor 
and a member of the Windsor Yacht 
Club. In 2006, he donated his extensive 
art and sculpture collection to the Art 
Gallery of Algoma in Sault Ste. Marie. 

The 1960s began with Dr. William 
McGrath. He graduated from the 
University of Western Ontario and was 
very active in the Lions Club Sight Saving 
Clinic. He led the eye surgery service as 
chief of Ophthalmology in the 1980s at 
Hotel Dieu, before passing away in 1998 
at the age of 73. 

Dr. Merton Bernstein also practised 
Ophthalmology for 40 years at Hotel 
Dieu Hospital. He dedicated his 
knowledge and expertise to the field for 
many years before passing away in 2009 
at the age of 81. 

Dr. Newel Smith was an 
ophthalmologist at Grace Hospital and 
was recognized for encouraging patients 
to donate their eyes to the eye bank. 
He was an early supporter of corneal 
transplants in Ontario. He was also one 
of four physicians honoured for his 
service to the hospital when the facility 
closed in 2004. 

To finalize this time period, we have 
Dr. Thomas Mckenzie who dedicated 
years of hard work and expertise to 
treating patients, before passing away at 
the age of 64 in 1994. 

As we turn our gaze to the 1970s and 
80s, our first medical pioneer is Dr. Frank 
Monforton. He was well respected as an 
ophthalmologist in Windsor for 30 years. 
He was past chief of Ophthalmology at 
Hotel Dieu Grace Hospital and also Past 
President of Essex Golf and Country 
Club. 

Dr. Ernest James Zarzour was 
born in Windsor. He was appointed as 
chief of Ophthalmology for all three 
hospitals in the community as well as 
serving as President of the Essex County 
Medical Society. Dr. Zarzour was highly 
recognized as a pioneer in ophthalmic 
surgery, coordinating free community 
clinics for glaucoma testing in association 
with the Lions Club of Windsor. 

Dr. Tom Ing and his older brother 
came to Canada in 1949 to join their 
father, Wai kee Ing. Their father had 
arranged for them to work in a restaurant 
in Stratford, Ontario. A customer who 
happened to be a school principal 
encouraged Tom to study and made 
arrangements for Tom to enter grade 
nine. In 1958 Tom Ing was accepted by the 
University of Western Ontario Medical 
College and graduated with a medical 

The History of Ophthalmologists in Windsor – Essex County
Celebrating 80 Years of Excellence 1931-2011
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degree in 1961. He completed residency 
training in Ophthalmology and Neuro-
Ophthalmology at Henry Ford Hospital. 
Dr. Tom Ing began practicing in Windsor 
in 1967. This past year, Dr. Ing celebrated 
45 years of service to his community and 
is still practicing today. 

Dr. George Colev began practicing as 
an ophthalmologist in Windsor in the 
1980s, specializing in the treatment of 
Glaucoma. He has devoted more than 25 
years of service to the community and 
is still practicing today at “Dr. George 
Colev” clinic.

The 1990s marked an embrace in new 
technology. Dr. Fouad Tayfour completed 
his residency in Ophthalmology at 
the University of Toronto in 1987. The 
following year he obtained a Retina and 
Vitreous Fellowship also at the University 
of Toronto. 

Dr. Tayfour established the Windsor 
Laser Eye Institute in 1991. Dr. Tayfour 
became the first surgeon to perform 
LASIK on nearsighted patients in 1993. 

This procedure has given patients 
freedom from glasses and contact lenses 
and has improved the quality of life 
for many individuals. Dr. Tayfour was 
also known for being the first surgeon 
to perform a clear corneal incision for 
cataract surgery. 

In 2011 Dr. Tayfour and his foundation 
made a generous donation to the 
Windsor Regional Hospital “Cornerstone 
of Caring Campaign”. To show their 
commendation, the Western Campus 
was renamed the “Tayfour Campus”. 

Dr.Tayfour was awarded the Golden 
Jubilee medal by the Queen of England 
in 2002 and he recently received the 
“Believe Windsor Award” for his hard 
work and innovation.

Dr. Robin Deans completed his 
medical school at the University of 
Ottawa in 1986. After graduating from 
medical school, he pursued advanced 
training in Internal Medicine and 
Ophthalmology at The University of 
Toronto and University of Ottawa eye 

clinic. He also completed subspecialty 
training in Orbital and Oculo Plastic 
Surgery. He is currently the chief of the 
Ophthalmology department at Hotel 
Dieu – Grace Hospital. 

Dr. Brian Curran graduated from 
the National University of Ireland in the 
year 1980. He completed his medical 
school at University of Toronto in 1991. 
Dr. Curran specializes in Vitroretinal 
Surgery. 

Dr. Barry Emara attended the 
University of Western Ontario, where he 
completed both his Doctor of Medicine 
in 1995 and his Ophthalmology 
residency in 2000. He is also Board 
Certified as a Diplomat of the American 
Board of Ophthalmology.  He has a 
medical practice specializing in Cataract, 
Refractive Surgery and Glaucoma. In 
1999, Dr. Emara was trained by Dr. 
Tayfour for the LASIK procedure. Dr. 
Emara has participated in extensive 

(See LASIK on page 50)

http://www.windsorfirefighters.org
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research involving the LASIK procedure 
as well as central corneal thickness and 
it’s relation to intraocular pressure. Dr. 
Emara held the position of chief of the 
department of Ophthalmology from 
2004 until 2011 and has been practicing 
for over ten years. In 2011, Dr. Emara 
received the Patient’s Choice Award for 
his dedication to patient care.  

Dr. Ann Chiu completed her residency 
at Henry Ford Hospital and obtained a 
Corneal, External Disease and Refractive 
Surgery fellowship from Louisiana State 
University in New Orleans. She began 
practicing in Windsor in 2006. On 
July 24th, 2009, she performed the first 
corneal transplant surgery at Hotel-Dieu 
Grace Hospital. Not only did this surgery 
decrease wait times but allowed for 
patients to remain in Windsor instead 
of traveling to London for their corneal 
transplant surgeries. 

In 2006, Dr. Emara was honoured to 

perform cataract surgery on a proud 
Canadian veteran by the name of Gerald 
Billing. With all his accomplishments 
as a Canadian Air Force pilot, Gerald 
Billing is a man of remarkable strength, 
devotion and patriotism. 

Gerald, who is commonly known as 
“Gerry” was born in 1921 in Essex, Ont., 
during the Great Depression. In his early 
childhood, flying was a concept that was 
of great fascination for him. He pursued 
his childhood dream in 1940, when he 
joined the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air 
Force) as an “air gunner” at the start 
of WWII. His hard work and skill in 
learning the Morse code advanced his 
position to a wireless air gunner and he 
requested to be trained as a pilot.

He progressed to the “Hawker 
Hurricane” (first monoplane fighter 
aircraft designed by the U.K.) with an 
impeccable assessment and was later 
assigned to a “Spitfire training unit”. He 
flew the Spitfire MKI Serial 9929 solo 
and shortly after he asked to become part 
of the Spitfire Squadron. 

Gerald’s request was fulfilled, when 
in 1942 he was part of #19 Squadron 
RAF (Royal Air Forces). In 1942, Jerry 
voluntarily defended Malta from defeat. 
He flew the HMS Spitfire MK VB, where 
he joined #185 squadron. Jerry flew his 
aircraft daily, bombing and obstructing 
other aircrafts from enemies in Malta. 

In 1942, Jerry was attacked by three 
BF109’s and was rescued from the 
Mediterranean Sea by air/sea rescue. In 
May 1943, he left Malta after attacking 
many planes, U-boats and pillboxes. 

In 1944 Jerry flew the Spitfire MK-
IX at Biggin Hill for the 401 squadron 
RCAF. Gerald was relocated to France 
on June 18, to an area known as “B4” 
(an air base near the front lines).  Jerry 
was bombarded by FLAK (anti-aircraft 
warfare) and crashed in an area known 
as “no-mans-land”. He sought refuge in 
an area known as Brehal and avoided 
the Germans. Jerry was debriefed later 
to find out that he can no longer fly in 
combat due to his crossing of enemy 
lines. 

Thank you Veterans, 
from Essex County Councils 

LASIK
(Continued from page 50)
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As Gerald returned to Canada, he 
became a flying instructor for the 
Windsor Flying Club. His drive to rejoin 
the RCAF allowed him to re-enlist in 
1948 and his main role was guiding 
pilots to become successful instructors 
in Trenton. Jerry joined the Canadian Jet 
Demo team, the Blue Devils, in 1951. 

Jerry parted with the RCAF in 1964 
and became a “head test” and “display 
pilot” for De Havilland Aircraft for 
several years. Jerry was contacted by Bill 
Ross in the 1970s, in regards to flying and 
displaying the Spitfire MK IX (MK923) at 
public air shows all over North America. 
In his entire career it has been recorded 
that he has “piloted” approximately 170 
aircrafts ranging from the Tiger Moth to 
the F-104 Starfighter. 

1994 marked Jerry’s retirement and 
he sold the Spitfire MK923 to Craig 
McGraw. Jerry was appreciated and 
recognized for his skill on two accounts 
by her majesty the Queen. The first time 
was when he exhibited an “F-86 Sabre 
IV” for Her Majesty at Balmoral Castle 
in 1954 as an exchange pilot. 

His second encounter with the Queen 
was in 1984, where he flew the Spitfire 
MK923 as a “curtain opener” at Dieppe 
Gardens.

Jerry lives outside Essex, Ont., with his 
wife. Jerry owns a grass strip from which 
he still flies till this day a 1947 “Aeronca 
Champ,” illustrating that his childhood 
dreams live on. WHS

*Our deepest appreciation goes to all of the 
medical doctors for their hard work, dedication 
and expertise in treating patients with eye diseases 
in Windsor and Essex County. May the pioneers 
that have departed us be remembered for their 
outstanding contributions. We would like to show 
our deepest gratitude to the following: Dr. Fouad 
Tayfour, Toni Janik & staff HDGH Library, Dr. 
Tom Ing, Dr. Gerard Beuglet, Theresa Taylor, 
Haya Esaad Ibrahim, Gerald Billing and family. 
Our best wishes to Jerry for a safe recovery from 
his surgery.  
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I wished to be a pilot,
Of you along with me.
But if we all were pilots,
Where would the aircraft be?

The pilot’s just a chauffeur,
It’s his job to fly the plane.
We do all the fighting,
But we never get the fame.

It takes guts to be a gunner,
And sit out in the tail.

When the Messerschmitts are screaming,
And the shells begin to hail.

So, if we all are gunners,
We’ll make this be our bet.
We’ll be the best damn gunners,
That left this station yet.

Poem Courtesy of Bill Hazael
-Royal E. Hazael

(died 28 April, 1944)

I wished to be a pilot

http://www.lakeshore.ca
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Community Partners
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Community Difference
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Local 444 of the Canadian Auto Workers Union representing 17,500 active and retired members at mul-

tiple workplaces throughout Windsor and Essex County are
honoured to support the Canadian Armed Forces and the Veterans
throughout Canada for their courage, valour and for making the
supreme sacrifice on behalf of all Canadians in the name of
freedom and peace in Canada and throughout the world.
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for their courage, valour, and for making the supreme sacrifice on 
behalf of all Canadians in the name of freedom and peace in Canada 
and throughout the world.
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